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THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL 

INDIAN HILL COUNCIL AGENDA 
September 28, 2020 

 
Via remote webinar access 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87887477295?pwd=aVk1Umd4aU1wNTUyWEVNTjJqa1lQUT09 
Dial in- 312 626 6799 

Webinar ID: 878 8747 7295 
Passcode: 126542 

 
1. Pledge of allegiance 
 
2. Call to order & roll call 
 
3. Minutes of August 31, 2020 Regular Council meeting 
 
4. Minutes of September 16, 2020 Council/Green Areas Advisory Committee meeting 
 
5. Minutes of September 21, 2020 Special Council meeting 
 
6. Citizen Participation  
 
7. Discussion on potential green area exchange 
 
8. Finance Committee – Mrs. Sewell 

a. Review Financial Statements for August 2020 
b. Report on Finance Committee meeting 
c. Resolution Accepting the Amounts and Rates as Set for the City of the Village of Indian Hill, Ohio 

by the Budget Commission, Authorizing the Necessary Tax Levies, and Certifying Them to the 
County Auditor (Recommend Passage of Resolution) 

 
9. Law Committee – Mr. Hidy 

a. Report on Law Committee meeting 
b. First Reading – Ordinance Adopting Chapter 53, Amended Chapter 153 and Amended 

Chapter 154, Section 154.098 Rules and Regulations, for the City of the Village of Indian 
Hill (Ordinance Attached) 

 
10. Buildings and Grounds Committee – Mayor Cowan 

a. Report on Buildings and Grounds Committee meeting 
 
11. Public Works Committee – Mr. Krehbiel 

a. Report on Public Works Committee meeting 
 

12. Water Works Committee & Utility Deregulation Committee – Mrs. Isphording 
a. Report on Water Works and Utility Deregulation Committee meeting 

 
 

Agenda 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87887477295?pwd=aVk1Umd4aU1wNTUyWEVNTjJqa1lQUT09
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13. Public Safety Committee – Vice Mayor McGraw 
a. Report on Public Safety Committee meeting 

 
14. Planning Commission – Mr. Manning 

a. No agenda items for September meeting 
 

15. City Manager’s Report 
a. Halloween – October 31, 2020 – due to COVID-19, refer to Governor DeWine guidelines and 

CDC recommendations 
 

16.      Adjournment 
 

Agenda 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 

INDIAN HILL VILLAGE COUNCIL 

August 31, 2020 

 

 A meeting of the Indian Hill Village Council was held on August 31, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting 

was held via remote Webinar access to respect social distancing as required as a result of the Coronavirus 

pandemic.   

 

Officials present:   Mrs. Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor  

    Mr. Donald C. McGraw, Vice-Mayor 

    Mr. Richard J. Hidy, Council member 

    Mrs.  Elizabeth C. Isphording, Council member 

    Mr. Stephen H. Krehbiel, Council member 

Mr. Shayne O Manning, Council member 

Mrs. Monique A. Sewell, Council member 

 

Ms. Dina C. Minneci, City Manager 

Mr. Scott D. Phillips, City Solicitor 

Mr. Paul C. Riordan, Clerk/Comptroller 

 

Visitors present:   Mrs. Judith Affatato, 8557 Morgan Run Drive, Morrow, Oh 45152 

    Mrs. Jessica Chaney, 6525 Drake Road 

    Mr.  Scott Gully, 6525 Drake Road 

    Mrs. Barbara Hauck, 4325 Drake Road 

    Mr. Chip Hunter, 50 Fairway Drive, Southgate, KY 41071 

    Mr. Kent Little, 4730 Hilltop Lane 

    Ms. Pam Middendorff, 7895 Finley Lane 

    Mr. Dan Peters, 5020 Taft Place 
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    Mrs. Rosemary Welsh, 8616 Hopewell Road 

    Mr. Jon West, 6525 Drake Road 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

MINUTES:  The minutes of the regular meeting of June 15, 2020 had previously been distributed to each 

Council member.  Council member McGraw made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded by 

Council member Hidy and was approved 7-0. 

 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION:   

Mayor Cowan presented the following Resolution and asked that it be spread upon the records of the City of 

the Village of Indian Hill.   

 

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO MICHAEL AARON FOR HIS 

INVALUABLE AND DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE CITY OF THE 

VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, OHIO was presented and read.   

 

WHEREAS, Michael Aaron began his employment with the City of the Village of Indian Hill on 

February 18, 1980 as an Indian Hill Ranger and was later promoted to Lieutenant on July 17, 1999 where he 

also took on the Accreditation Manager responsibilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michael Aaron, after 25 years of providing committed service, protection and security to 

the residents, became the Village’s first ever Technology Manager on March 4, 2005 due to his sincere 

willingness to oversee the Village’s quickly emerging technology needs during his tenure as a Lieutenant; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michael Aaron provided endless technological expertise, advancement and leadership to 

Village Council and staff for over twenty years; and through his guidance and direction, the Village has 

become an information technology model for other local governments to exemplify; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michael Aaron provided valuable direction and insight for numerous projects including, 

but nowhere limited to, the development of the Village’s first website, a seamless Y2K transition, the 
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mechanical oversight of the Administration building remodel which included the installation of the 

geothermal system that recouped savings within one year rather than the anticipated five years, the growth of 

the Village’s unique residential alarm monitoring system, the installation of two facility-wide phone systems, 

and the continuous mentoring of many colleagues over the years on basic computer skills; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michael Aaron worked diligently to develop the first-ever Village App as well as to 

ensure the management of the most reliable and effective security measures to protect Village data from the 

hands of cyber criminals whose methodologies were constantly changing; and 

 

WHEREAS, Michael Aaron has shown his colleagues not only the best out of him professionally, but 

the best out of him as a person with his always-present humor, his one-of-a-kind pranks, his adoration for 

food, most particularly ice cream, and most importantly, his willingness to help any of us at any time with 

anything.  All of his actions and words will be remembered with smiles and the upmost respect; and  

 

WHEREAS, Michael Aaron is retiring from the Village, and it is appropriate to recognize his 

unprecedented and valuable service to the Village. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN 

HILL, OHIO: 

 

Section 1. That there be spread upon the records of the City of the Village of Indian Hill this 

Resolution of special thanks and sincere appreciation to Michael Aaron for 40 years of impactful and 

appreciated service from February 18, 1980 to July 31, 2020 and to wish him the very best on this major and 

meaningful life milestone decision.  

 

Section 2. That a copy of this Resolution be presented to Michael Aaron in recognition of the 

extraordinary contribution of time, effort and expertise given in the interest of the City of the Village of Indian 

Hill and its residents and to wish Michael and his wife Birgit many happy and healthy years in his retirement. 

 

Upon motion by Council member McGraw, seconded by Council member Manning, the Resolution 

was passed by voice vote 7-0.  Mayor Cowan declared Resolution 13-20 adopted.   

Minutes 
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 Mayor Cowan said that the Village appreciates Mike Aaron so much.  He was supposed to retire but is 

staying to train Nate Henderson.  The Village really appreciates him and his 40 years of service – it’s just 

amazing.  She thanked him for his service.   

 

 Mrs. Barbara Hauck addressed Council.  First, she said that she wanted to thank Council and staff for 

all the work they put into renewing the lease for the Little Red Schoolhouse.  Mrs. Hauck requested that 

Council consider alternatives for the placement of the new septic system.  She said that she understood the 

concern of Council for the removal of trees if the septic system was placed on green areas property and the 

precedent this could set.  She pointed out that only a minimal number of trees would be taken from the 

property and other trees could be planted in the Village.  She asked Council to consider that since the Village 

owned both the Little Red Schoolhouse property and green areas property to deed part of a portion of an acre 

of the green areas to the Little Red Schoolhouse property and therefore this might solve the precedent issue.  

She pointed out that the Little Red Schoolhouse is one of the Village’s treasures and a number of residents are 

concerned about the appearance of the property with the new septic system installed.   

 

Mr. Hunter said that they are trying to preserve both the land and the Little Red Schoolhouse.  He said 

that if the septic is placed in the lawn then it will have to be fenced to keep out cars that could be parked there 

at large events.  He said that they could work out something to plant trees in other parts of the greenbelts, if 

necessary, to make up for trees taken from the green areas adjacent to the Little Red Schoolhouse.   

 

Mr. Kent Little said that the Little Red Schoolhouse is an iconic structure in the Village and he 

requested that Council consider alternatives to the placement of the septic system so it does not disadvantage 

the site for future generations.   

 

Mr. Dan Peters said to Council that he would be willing lead an effort to plant trees in the Village to 

make up for any trees taken from the green areas’ property located next to the Little Red Schoolhouse 

property.  Mr. Peters said that the Indian Hill Historical Society would be willing to do anything reasonable to 

help plant additional trees in the greenbelt.   

 

 Mayor Cowan said that all of Council appreciates their passion and Council also shares the passion and 

it does not want to see any damage because they all treasure the Little Red Schoolhouse; it as an icon of the 

community.  The Village is responsible for the Little Red Schoolhouse property and for the green areas 

property so Council has to balance both of the responsibilities.  She said that Council would consider 
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everything they presented tonight very carefully.  Mayor Cowan asked the representatives if they had a back-

up plan if it would not work out that the septic could not be placed on the green areas property.  Mr. Hunter 

replied that they do have a back-up plan but they would like to peruse the green belt solution before they make 

a final decision.   

 

 City Manager Minneci directed Council’s attention to a memo titled, “Strategic Planning Session” 

dated August 31, 2020.  She explained that this is the beginning of a process that was recommended by 

Council member McGraw to start the strategic planning prior to the budget process.  There are seven items 

listed on the memo that are ideas of the staff and they welcome any input from Council on these ideas and any 

additional ones they would have.  Ms. Minneci explained that 2021 will be a unique year in that the Village 

has no idea what the tax base will be, because with COVID-19 unknowns, it is projected that income tax 

revenues will be down by approximately 20% in 2021.  Items in the memo could be pushed off to a later year 

if need be because of low income tax revenues.   

 

Item 1 Evaluate implementation of 2021 projects after receipt of April 2021 income tax – examples included, 

but not limited to:  

 

a. Reinstatement of Urban Forestry Study ($30,000) – relates to Item 4 below (Green Areas Fund) 

b. Reinstatement of traffic study ($18,000) – Council agreed to hold off on this study until there is a 

better understanding of traffic patterns which are being affected by the changes in Montgomery’s 

Montgomery Road and the traffic patterns for the schools as a result of COVID testing. 

c. Grand Valley equipment building ($35,000) 

 

Item 2 $5,200,000 water bond – expected 2022; evaluate earlier date of issuance to capitalize on lower 

interest rates.  Ms. Minneci explained that the recent bond refinancing had interest rates of 1.3% - 1.4%.  She 

said therefore the fund is to capitalize on these low interest rates and go out for the bond issue in 2021 

 

Item 3 Redbirdhollow Trail 2020 study projected $600,000 in repair costs – pursue grant funding that is due 

January 2021 for stream stabilization and restoration and includes addressing access and safety issues.  Grant 

can produce up to $420,000.   

 

Item 4 Success of Reforest the Hill program (over $90,000 donated since 2017) – create a long-term 
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masterplan to guide the planting and maintenance of the green areas to ensure program’s effectiveness 

 

Item 5 Bridle Trail Masterplan presented by Equestrian Club – next steps for $1,800,000 to repair, upgrade 

and add/remove trails 

a. Awaiting equestrian community fundraising efforts 

b. Grant applications – e.g. Recreational Trails Program (RTP).  This is a reimbursement grant 

program that provides up to 80% funding.  It is a federally funded grant administered through Ohio 

department of Natural Resources 

 

Item 6 Electronic/interactive Council agendas – due to need for remote meetings as a result of COVID, utilize 

COVID funding for purchase of Council member iPads and applicable software package 

 

Item 7 Remodel the interior of Phinney House to provide more efficient use of space for Director of 

Administrative Services, Information Technology Manager and Recreation Coordinator 

 

After discussing the seven proposed strategic planning items, Council agreed to the following: 

 

1. Move forward with the $5,200,000 water bond issue and take advantage of the low interest rates 

2. Move forward with the Redbirdhollow Trail 2020 study and apply for the grant 

3. Move forward with the iPads for Council members 

4. To keep everything else on hold until there is a better understanding of income tax revenues which 

will not occur until approximately April 30, 2021 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member Sewell directed Council’s attention to a memo 

titled, “Finance Committee”.  She reported that the Finance committee met on August 21, 2020 by remote 

Webinar access to review several items in advance of the Council meeting.   

 

Council member Sewell also directed Council’s attention to the July financial statements which were 

included in the Council packet.  Council member Sewell provided the following financial highlights in her 

financial report: 
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a. Income Tax Receipts:  The Village received $9,569,608, which was approximately $9,400,000 

more than received in July 2019.  Year-to-date cash receipts are 90.5% of budget.  As a result of 

COVID-19, the deadline for income taxes was extended from April 15, 2020 to July 15, 2020.   

b. Operating Disbursements:  Operating expenditures equated to $982,655 which is $98,000 more 

than July 2019.  This is due to timing of payments. 

c. CIRF:  Disbursements totaled $1,177,485.  They are mostly associated with street resurfacing 

program, two collection carts and a street truck. 

d. Water Works Receipts:  Water usage receipts were $257,377 which was approximately $32,000 

more than July 2019 receipts.  Year-to-date cash receipts are 49.4% of budget and are significantly 

above year-to-date receipts for 2019. 

e. Water Works Disbursements:  Total operating disbursements were $204,938 which was 

approximately $17,000 more than July 2019.  This is due to timing of payments.   

f. Water Works CIRF:  Disbursements totaled $2,209,368.  This is associated with the refinancing 

of the bond.   

g. Long Term Debt:  The remaining $2,100,000 bond principal was refinanced for the remaining 

eight years.  It resulted in an interest rate that decreased from 3.96% to 1.1% and in a savings of 

$239,083. 

h. Cash and Investments:  Total month-end cash and investments were $33,554,061 compared to 

$25,729,039 in June 2020 and $32,554,061 in July 2019.  Month-to-month and year-to-year 

changes are affected by the delayed income tax deadline from April 15th to July 15th and as a result 

of receiving the Coronavirus Fund monies in July 2020.   

i. Rowe Funds:  The market value as of July 31st was $3,967,801 which was a 4.5% decrease since 

12-31-19.  This is in conjunction with the overall stock market decline associated with COVID-19.  

The unrecognized gain was $978,855.  Total monthly operating receipts, including dividends, were 

$6,319 with monthly operating expenses totaling $9,247 and an investment sale net gain of 

$17,777. 

j. Green Areas Funds:  The market value as of July 31st was $3,300,098 which was a 22% increase 

since 12-31-19.  The unrecognized gain was $1,904,520.  Total monthly earnings equated to $24 

with monthly expenses totaling $3,272.   

 

The financial statements for June and July 2020 had previously been distributed to each Council 

member.  There being no exceptions noted, the financial statements were accepted as issued.   

Council member Sewell reported that the Finance committee reviewed a very preliminary overview of 
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the 2021 budget.  Discussions centered on significant requests that are under consideration, particularly with 

the capital improvement fund.  The budget timeline includes meetings with department heads and Mr. Riordan 

in August which lead to the Council committee budget meetings in September.  Staff continually will be 

working on adjustments and changes over the next several months leading up to the budget approval in 

December.   

 

Council member Sewell said that she asked Ms. Minneci to consider having the budget meetings face-

to-face which would make it easier to work with the large spreadsheet. 

 

Council member Sewell reported that the Finance committee reviewed a draft Ordinance amending the 

Personnel Ordinance.  The amendment is to add a part-time temporary Technology Manager position in order 

to allow Mike Aaron to continue training the new Technology Manager, Nate Henderson after Mike’s 

retirement.  The position will only be needed for the next few months and will be utilized for only a few hours 

per week.  After discussion, the Finance committee recommends passage of this Ordinance as an emergency 

as the position is needed immediately.   

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 15-19 TO ESTABLISH A NEW 

PART-TIME TEMPORARY INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY MANAGER 

POSITION AND PAY RANGE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was 

presented and read.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member McGraw, the rules were 

suspended by roll call vote 7-0.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member McGraw, the Ordinance was 

passed by roll call vote 7-0.  Mayor Cowan declared Ordinance 10-20 enacted.   

 

Council member Sewell reported that the Finance committee reviewed a draft Strategic Planning 

Agenda for this Council meeting.  This was reviewed previously in this Council meeting. 

 

LAW COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member Hidy directed Council’s attention to a memo titled, “Law 

Committee”.  He reported that the Law committee met on August 20, 2020 by remote Webinar access to 
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review several items in advance of the Council meeting.  

 

Council member Hidy reported that the Law committee reviewed a draft Resolution to designate 

Jessica Chaney to attend mandatory public record meeting on behalf of all Council members.  Per state 

requirements and a newly instituted Star Rating system implemented by State Auditor, Council members are 

required to attend public records training each term of office, which is every two years for Indian Hill Council 

members.  Council members are permitted to designate a staff member to attend on their behalf.  As Mrs. 

Chaney oversees the Village’s overall public records program, she would be the best representative.  Council 

member Hidy said that the Law committee recommends passage of the Resolution.   

 

A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING JESSICA CHANEY AS COUNCIL’S 

DESIGNEE TO RECEIVE PUBLIC RECORDS TRAINING ON BEHALF OF 

EACH OF THE ELECTED OFFICIALS PURSUANT TO AND IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 109.43(B) AND 

149.43 (E)(1) was presented and read.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Hidy, seconded by Council member McGraw, the Resolution was 

passed by voice vote 7-0.  Mayor Cowan declared Resolution 14-20 adopted.   

 

Council member Hidy reported that the Law committee convened into Executive Session for the 

purpose of discussing the July legal activity report that included discussions on pending litigation and property 

acquisition.   

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT:  Mayor Cowan directed Council’s attention to a 

memo titled, “Buildings and Grounds Committee”.  She reported that the Buildings and Grounds committee 

met on August 25, 2020 by remote Webinar access to discuss several items in advance of the Council meeting.   

 

 Mayor Cowan reported that Mr. Adkins presented the departmental activity report, a copy of which is 

included in the Council packet.  The following highlights are from the past month: 1) installed hand sanitizer 

dispensers at various locations; 2) installed new downspouts at Buckingham Lodge; 3) repaired storm water 

pipe at Stephan Field; 4) restriped the parking area at Rheinstrom Park; and 5) contracted to clean and sanitize 

playgrounds and park restrooms per COVID state regulations.   
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 Mayor Cowan reported that at the Buildings and Grounds committee meeting, Mr. West offered 

appreciation to Dr. Bob Osher and the Osher Family Foundation for graciously donating $22,575 to realign 

the west path (from the main drive north to behind the boat barn) at Grand Valley.  The construction will 

begin in September.  Draining and trail repairs to the north also will be completed.  In addition, the 

preparation of the two-acre wildflower area is being completed and will be planted by the Indian Hill Garden 

Club.  Mayor Cowan thanked Dr. Osher and the Indian Hill Garden Club for their generous donations.   

 

 Mayor Cowan reported that the Rowe Arboretum Administration was painted and the exterior lighting 

was updated.  In addition, 22 tons of walking gravel were installed and ten blue bird boxes were installed by 

Mr. Liam Morris for his Eagle Project.  Mr. Bernie Bolte, a long time Rowe member, generously donated 

100+ conifers to be planted in the Arboretum.   

 

 Mayor Cowan reported that Mrs. Wade-Dorman indicated that the Redbirdhollow consultant submitted 

a preliminary evaluation for review by staff.  Staff will set-up a meeting with the Redbirdhollow HOA to 

discuss collaborating with the Village on grant opportunities to restore the erosion along the stream and banks.   

 

 Mayor Cowan reported that the Reforest the Hill program has received over 100 tree donations thus 

far.  The deadline for this year’s program is September 11th.  Part of those donations came from the Daley 

Foundation to plant street trees along Crabtree Lane.  The Crabtree residents are agreeing to maintain the trees 

in the right of ways along their yards.   

 

 Mayor Cowan reported that Ms. Minneci highlighted four new members to the Green Areas Advisory 

committee – Dr. John Hutton, Mr. Lachlan McLean, Mrs. Susie Myers and Mr. Pete McAdams.  The 2020-

2021 Green Area Advisory committee season will begin on September 2, 2020.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member Krehbiel directed Council’s attention to a 

memo titled, “Public Works Committee”.  He reported that the Public Works committee met on August 25, 

2020 by remote Webinar access to review several items in advance of the Council meeting.   

 

Council member Krehbiel reported that Mr. Adkins presented the departmental activity report, a copy 

of which is included in the Council packet.  Staff cleared trees and honeysuckle from the right-of-way in 

several locations.  Staff also repaired black top failures and performed drainage improvements on various 
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streets throughout the Village.   

 

Council member Krehbiel reported that Mrs. Wade-Dorman distributed the project management 

report, a copy of which is included in the Council packet.  Summaries for upcoming infrastructure projects are 

as follows:   

 

a. Keller Road Bridge – Re-ditching to improve sight distance has been completed.  The project has 

been closed out. 

b. Blome Road Bridge – Despite COVID delays, the project grant has been approved and staff is 

working with the County to finalize the design plans.  A conflict with the existing water main as 

been detected; therefore, a new design is needed.  Project commencement is expected in the fall 

with the project concluding in 2021. 

c. Given Road Bridge – Six bids were received with Rack & Ballauer’s bid of $122,116 being the 

lowest and best.  A pre-construction meeting was held in July, and the contractor will be field 

locating the existing water mains on both sides of Given Road.  Project commencement is expected 

in October and is anticipated to be completed in 2-3 weeks with one lane road closure. 

d. Hopewell & South Given Gabion Walls Replacement – Site assessment and design of both 

projects continue.  The Hopewell project is scheduled to be advertised in September.  The South 

Given Road project will be delayed until 2021 due to the discovery of additional landslide issues 

which increases the entire scope of the project. 

e. Redbirdhollow Trail – The consultant has submitted a preliminary evaluation of staff for review.  

Staff is contacting the Redbirdhollow HOA to discuss collaboration on grant opportunities to 

restore the erosion along the stream and banks. 

f. Culvert Maintenance – 1) Spooky Hollow – scheduled for engineering design; 2) Keller Road – 

Public Works completed this project with concrete lining the invert; and 3) Drake Road – under 

design by the consultant as a jack and bore project and will be advertised for bids in the fall. 

g. Street Resurfacing – Alternative paving will occur at Livingston Lodge and the Public Works 

facility within the new few weeks. 

 

Council member Krehbiel reported that the Public Works committee entered into Executive Session 

for the purpose of discussing property acquisition.   
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WATER WORKS REPORT:  Council member Isphording directed Council’s attention to a memo titled, 

“Water Works and Deregulation Committee”.  She reported that the Water Works met on August 25, 2020 via 

remote webinar access to review several items in advance of the Council meeting.   

 

Council member Isphording reported that Mr. Adkins presented the departmental activity report, a 

copy of which is included in the Council packet.  Staff repaired 21 water main breaks (40 for the year), 

installed three water taps, and began water main inspections on Algonquin and a Madeira project.  Plant 

operators responded to 281 customer service calls, repaired booster pump #3 and, provided guided tours of the 

Water Treatment Plant for Council members.   

 

Council member Isphording reported that Chief Plant Operator, Ron Freson performed a second set of 

PFAS testing and is awaiting the results.   

 

Council member Isphording reported that Mrs. Wade-Dorman distributed the project management 

report, a copy of which is included in the Council packet.  A summary of the projects are: 

a. Algonquin water main replacement – Completed installation of 4,100 linear feet of water main.  

Currently working on pressure testing to connect the new water main to the existing main on 

Graves Road. 

b. Well #9 rehabilitation project – Equipment has been ordered with expected delivery date of 

September 14th.  A pre-construction meeting will be scheduled in early September. 

c. Water treatment softener rehabilitation project – Contractor has determined that the false 

bottom plate is in good condition; therefore, all necessary parts have been ordered. 

 

Ms. Minneci explained that Mr. Adkins contacted the owner of the company that employed the person 

who posted wrong information on the quality of Indian Hill water.  The post has been removed.  She said that 

you can forward her e-mail on this subject directly to residents if they express concerns to you.  There will be 

an article in the Bulletin.   

 

SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member McGraw directed Council’s attention to a memo 

titled, “Safety Committee”.  He reported that the Safety committee met on August 20, 2020 via remote 

webinar access to review several items in advance of the Council meeting.   
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Council member McGraw reported that Chief Oughterson distributed the July Fire/EMS activity 

report, a copy of which is included in the Council packet.  EMS runs through July are similar to last year.  

Over the past month, daily staffing average was 7.7.  Two lives were saved by the department on patients who 

were not breathing.  The department also made a bariatric transport with the closest retrofitted ambulance was 

in Fairfield Township.  There are only 2 or 3 bariatric units in the region.   

 

Council member McGraw reported that Chief Oughterson gave the Safety committee an assessment of 

COVID-19.  The Chief does not feel much has changed since the last assessment at the June meeting.  Cases 

in the district have not increased and there is a sufficient inventory of supplies and PPE.  The department has 

created a modified inspection program.  High risk properties were assigned an inspector while low priority 

properties were sent a self-inspection form with instructions.  Thus far, 50% of the forms have been returned.   

 

Council member McGraw reported that there are approximately 27 cases of COVID-19 in our district; 

however, he explained, it is very difficult to get a correct count. 

 

Council member McGraw reported that the mini rescue truck has been ordered while a Horton 

ambulance’s specifications are being finalized.  He said that Chief Oughterson also discussed how the 

department will move one ambulance from Madeira to the Indian Hill station beginning September 1st. This 

will be a ninety-day trial to have ambulances at both stations while also ensuring all emergency runs remain 

effective and efficient while not putting a strain on staffing.   

 

 Council member McGraw reported that Chief Oughterson provided the Safety committee with an 

update on overtime usage and his approach to the upcoming 2021 budget process.   

 

 Council member McGraw reported that Colonel Schlie distributed the June and July Ranger’s report, a 

copy of which is included in the Council packet.  Cases included general information, ID theft and several car 

thefts/break-ins.  Colonel Schlie will have an article placed in the Bulletin reminding residents to lock car 

doors and not have valuables visible in the cars.   

 

 Council member McGraw reported that Captain Steve Makin and Patrol Officer Ernie Hudson retired 

at the end of August.  This resulted in promotional opportunities for the Captain and Lieutenant positions.  Lt. 

Ed Shannon has been promoted to Captain while the Lieutenant position is still going through the testing 

process.  After each retirement, two new patrol officers will begin – Jeff Braun from Newtown and Tony 

Murray from Hamilton.  Council member McGraw said that Council wishes to express their sincere 
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appreciation to Captain Makin and Patrol Officer Hudson for over two decades each have dedicated service 

and commitment to protecting Village residents.   

 

 Council member McGraw reported that Rachel Cooke has been hired to replace retired dispatcher, 

Diane Slagle.   

 

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT:  Council member Manning directed Council’s attention to a memo 

titled, “Planning Commission”.  He reported that the Planning Commission met on June 16, 2020 and August 

25, 2020 to review a number of issues.   

 

 Council member Manning reported that at the June 16, 2020 meeting the Planning Commission 

approved the following: 

 

• Approved – A request for variance to the rear yard setback to construction a new single-family 

home and deck.  The property is located at 6830 Tupelo Lane. 

• Approved – A request for variance to the front year setback to construction a Porte cochere and 

breakfast room with covered porch.  The property is located at 8220 Shawnee Run Road. 

• Approved – A request for final plat for the “Meadows of Peterloon Subdivision, Phase 1A”.  The 

property is located between Perin Lane and Schoolhouse Lane. 

 

 Council member Manning reported that at the August 25, 2020 meeting the Planning Commission 

approved the following: 

 

• Approved – A special exception request to install additional lighting adjacent to the Arts Center.  

The property is located at 8400 Blome Road. 

• Approved – A request for re-plat for the “Drake Road Subdivision”.  The properties are located at 

5660, 5670 and 5680 Drake Road. 

• Approved – A special exception request for the installation of an outdoor play space.  The 

property is located at 5125 Drake Road.   

 

Council member Manning reported that a request to have the Planning Commission designate the front 
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lot line, rear lot line and side lot lines, as well as a determination of what area of the lot is considered the front 

yard vs. side yard was conducted by the Planning Commission for the property located at 6230 Hawk Ridge 

Lane. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  Ms. Minneci reported the following in her City Manager’s report: 

 

a. September committee budget meetings: 

• Public Works  September 8, 2020  7:00 a.m. 

• Water Works  September 8, 2020  7:45 a.m. 

• Law   September 9, 2020  7:00 a.m. 

• Buildings & Grounds September 9, 2020  7:30 a.m. 

• Public Safety  September 10, 2020  7:00 a.m. 

• Finance   September 10, 2020  7:45 a.m. 

 

b. Administrative offices will be closed on September 7, 2020 for Labor Day. 

Council member McGraw made a motion that Council enter into Executive Session for purpose of 

discussing property sale and/or acquisition.  The motion was seconded by Council member Isphording and 

was passed by roll call vote 7-0.  Council entered into Executive Session.  Council returned from Executive 

Session.   

 

There being no further business to come before Council, Mayor Cowan declared the meeting 

adjourned. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

             
Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

      
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 

INDIAN HILL VILLAGE COUNCIL 

September 16, 2020 

 

 A combined meeting of the Indian Hill Village Council and Green Area Advisory Committee was held 
on September 16, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.  The meeting was held via remote Webinar access to respect social 
distancing as required because of the Coronavirus pandemic.   

 

Officials present:   Mrs. Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor  

    Mr. Donald C. McGraw, Vice-Mayor 

    Mr. Richard J. Hidy, Council member 

    Mrs.  Elizabeth C. Isphording, Council member 

    Mr. Stephen H. Krehbiel, Council member 

Mr. Shayne O Manning, Council member 

Mrs. Monique A. Sewell, Council member 

 

Ms. Dina C. Minneci, City Manager 

Mr. Jon West, Assistant City Manager 

Mr. Scott D. Phillips, City Solicitor 

Mr. Paul C. Riordan, Clerk/Comptroller 

Mr.  Jason Donovan, Rowe Arboretum Manager 

Mr.  Jason Adkins, Public Works/Water Works Superintendent 

 

GAAC Members:  Ms. Liz Tilton 

    Mrs. Cynthia King 

    Mr.  Wally Lovejoy 

    Mrs. Pat Hinkley 

    Mr. Ken Koster 

    Mrs.  Trish Krehbiel  

    Mr.  Jeff Graham  

    Mr. Pete McAdams 

    Mrs.  Susie Meyers   

 

Village Council was invited to attend a Special Meeting of the Green Areas Advisory Committee as a 
follow up to the September 10 and 11, 2020 tours of 4.5 acres included on two separate Hilltop properties.  
The 4.5 acres are being considered as a green area donation in exchange for 0.5 acres of established green area 
behind the Little Red Schoolhouse (LRSH) which is under consideration as a location for a septic system 
installation.  Members of GAAC and Council participated in the tours. 
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Please refer to the attached Green Areas Advisory Committee meeting minutes detailing the 
discussions. 

 

Upon completion of the discussions, the Green Areas Advisory Committee recommended to Council, 
in an 8-1 vote, not to approve the exchange of the potential green area donation of 4.5 acres for the septic 
system installation.   Council indicated its intentions to take this vote under consideration as it deliberates 
further at its upcoming Council meetings.  There being no further business, the Green Areas Advisory 
Committee meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

             
Melissa S. Cowan, Vice Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 

 

 

      
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 

INDIAN HILL VILLAGE COUNCIL/GREEN AREAS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

September 16, 2020 

 

 A special meeting of the Indian Hill Village Council and Green Areas Advisory Council was held on 
September 16, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.  The meeting was held via remote Webinar access to respect social 
distancing as required as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic.   

 

Officials present:   Mrs. Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor  

    Mr. Donald C. McGraw, Vice-Mayor 

    Mr. Richard J. Hidy, Council member 

    Mrs.  Elizabeth C. Isphording, Council member 

    Mr. Stephen H. Krehbiel, Council member 

Mr. Shayne O Manning, Council member 

Mrs. Monique A. Sewell, Council member 

 

Ms. Dina C. Minneci, City Manager 

Mr. Jon West, Assistant City Manager 

Mr. Scott D. Phillips, City Solicitor 

Mr. Paul C. Riordan, Clerk/Comptroller 

Mr.  Jason Donovan, Rowe Arboretum Manager 

Mr. Jason Adkins, Public Works/Water Works Superintendent 

 

GAAC Members:  Ms. Liz Tilton 

    Mrs. Cynthia King 

    Mr.  Wally Lovejoy 

    Mrs. Pat Hinkley 

    Mr. Ken Koster 

    Mrs.  Trish Krehbiel  

    Mr.  Jeff Graham  

    Mr. Pete McAdams 

    Mrs.  Susie Meyers   

 

Mrs. Minneci introduced the combined Council and Green Areas Advisory Committee (GAAC) meeting as a 
follow up to the September 10 and 11, 2020 tours of 4.5 acres included on two separate Hilltop properties.  
The 4.5 acres are being considered as a green area donation in exchange for 0.5 acres of established green area 
behind the Little Red Schoolhouse (LRSH) which is under consideration as a location for a septic system 
installation.  Members of GAAC and Council participated in the tours. 
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Ms. Tilton began the discussions by asking Mr. Donovan his overall assessment of the properties being 
considered for the exchange after going on the tours and reviewing the drone footage that was provided to 
GAAC and Council.  Mr. Donovan indicated that after reviewing the drone footage, he felt the Village Green 
Area Trust would acquire more canopy coverage within the 4.5 acres than what exists in the 0.5 acres green 
area behind the LRSH.  Mr. Donovan also emphasized that invasives do exist within the 4.5 acres on Hilltop. 

Mrs. Hinkley asked if the swap is not made will the 4.5 acres be developed or will it remain a potential green 
area gift.  Mrs. Minneci explained that the property owner did not specifically state whether the property 
would develop in the future if not donated to green areas.  Mrs. Hinkley believes that the area could 
potentially end up a green area gift even if the swap does not happen.  Mrs. Hinkley expressed her concern for 
the precedent that will be set if the Village of Indian Hill allows the swap.  Mr. Lovejoy, Mrs. King and Mrs. 
Krehbiel shared this concern.   

 

Mayor Cowan shared that she researched the intent of the Albers donation, and subsequent to that found out 
the area was actually purchased by the Village and not donated. In 1981, the Green Areas Trust was amended 
to read, “Council recognizes that it may from time to time be necessary or advisable to dispose of some 
property in order to obtain other property for the green areas.” 

 

Mr. Lovejoy asked if Council has rejected the concept of putting the septic system on the LRSH property.  
Mrs. Minneci explained that Council will make a final decision after hearing GAAC recommendations, 
reviewing all information that has been gathered and further Council deliberations.  Mr. Lovejoy expressed 
concern over the loss of healthy, mature trees.  He believes this is a net loss to the Village as we are not 
adding new canopy to replace what is being lost.  Mrs. Krehbiel agreed with this concern. 

 

Mrs. King advised that she researched the trust and responsibilities of trustees and read directly from the 1962 
trust agreement.  She mentioned that trustees are supposed to devote funds and property for the purposes in 
which they were contributed or purchased.  In this case, LRSH was purchased between 1945-1952 for the sole 
purpose of being untouched or preserved.  Seventy years since the purchase of the property, there has been a 
full, mature canopy of trees.  She feels that making the swap is a decision of quantity over quality, destroying 
mature trees that do not need to be destroyed.  This does not go along with the goals and purposes of the trust.  
It is a given that both The Indian Hill historical Society (IHHS) and Green Areas Advisory Committee are 
committed to preserving the Village of Indian Hill and both groups are very passionate about their stance.  In 
her opinion, there is no reason to tear down mature canopy when there are two viable options located on the 
LRSH property. 

 

As the Librarian and Archivist for the Historical Society, Mrs. Krehbiel has spent a lot of time reviewing the 
documents and that the space was purchased below market value, with the intent to preserve it as green space.  
She does not feel that this swap should be allowed as it is not connecting land.  Mrs. Krehbiel believes the 
green areas and the accompanying trust are the most impactful piece of Village history and that all residents 
benefit from living in this community with so much green space.  She continued that the environment is 
healthier because of the green areas.  Mrs. King also agreed that the aesthetics of the mounds that are 
permitted to be covered with wildflowers, should not take precedent over the view of the canopy. 

 

Mr. Koster asked if there is any language in the Green Areas Trust that distinguishes between contiguous and 
remote land swaps.  There is no such language. 

 

Mr. Graham asked what the objection is to the spot on the corner of Camargo and Given.  Mayor Cowan said 
that in conversation with Mrs. Barb Hauck of the Historical Society, she expressed her belief that using that 
area would aesthetically harm the view of the LRSH.  The other option on site is not desired by the IHHS due 
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to aesthetics and that it could limit their ability to hold functions in that area.  

 

Ms. Tilton asked Council what persuaded them to not take the advice of both GAAC and the Village Arborist.  
The corner at Given and Camargo was one of the first parcels that was considered green areas in the Village.  
The Forest Preserve Committee, the precursor to the Green Areas Advisory Committee, developed a strategy 
for managing the village green areas.  The first recorded move was to hire a certified forester that came in and 
decided the Village needed to plant various trees.  They started this planting immediately behind the LRSH 
and those are the trees that are being considered to be taken down.  Ms. Tilton does not believe the property 
on Hilltop does not have the weight that the 0.5 acre behind the LRSH holds as one of the first planned green 
areas spaces that was planned and nurtured.  As Chair of the GAAC, Ms. Tilton does not feel this is a fair 
swap.  Mrs. King agreed with Ms. Tilton’s thoughts. 

 

Mayor Cowan expressed that this has been a very hard decision for all involved and it was not black and 
white.  She explained that both LRSH and green areas are Village property.  The IHHS may be requesting to 
use the green space for the septic system, but it is the Village’s property to be responsible for, as is green 
areas.  Council is trying to weigh all the factors and come up with a compromise that would bring in more 
green areas property than what is being lost.  She expressed that no one likes to see the trees come down.  She 
advised that the Village will end up with more trees protected than trees lost, in a much more visible spot than 
the dead end of Camargo.  There is no perfect solution and there has to be compromise from all involved.   

 

Council member Sewell expressed that as passionate as the GAAC members are about this, the IHHS is 
equally as passionate.  Through the swap option, Council tried to drive a solution that may possibly be 
acceptable to both parties in some way.   

  

Council member Sewell  explained that they had to look at the long term when making decisions.  One being 
that an 80-year lease was just signed with the IHHS.  She expressed that though there may not be a need for 
the space that is on the physical property they have currently, many things could change in the next 80 years.  
She asked GAAC to also look at this from the same future perspective.   

 

Mrs. Krehbiel again mentioned precedent when looking at the future.  She pointed out that down the road 
another group may want to look at green areas and this should be taken into consideration by Council when 
making their decision.  She asked that Council balance the issues and not just look at the number or trees and 
bottom line, but also care about the quality of the space and the history of the space the Village is supposed to 
preserve and protect.  Mrs. Krehbiel expressed she is also very bothered by the impact losing 33 trees has on 
the environment and that it will not be made whole in this swap. 

 

Council member Sewell noted that putting a septic system on the LRSH property it is not for public use.  If 
another entity wanted to swap space down the road, Council would not swap space that would be for public 
use.  This will essentially remain green space, people will not be permitted on this space.  Ms. Tilton rebutted 
that trees wouldn’t be on the space either. 

 

Mr. Graham stated he goes back and forth with his thoughts on the swap.  He said he is concerned about the 
trees and the precedent.  He expressed the hope that if something like this came up in the future there would 
be a historical document that talks about the challenges involved in this decision. 

 

Mr. Lovejoy clarified that in the trust agreement there is an additional statement in regards to land swaps and 
that is the swap should be more in keeping with the goals and purposes of the trust. 
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Mr. McAdams asked, if the space is used at the LRSH, could native plants be planted to offset the loss of 
trees.  Smaller trees like Redbud or Dogwood could be used.  He asked what the space is going to look like 
after the septic system is installed.  Bridle trails are right beside the proposed site and planting in this area 
would prevent riders from riding on the site.  This would be a benefit to the forest and the wildlife in the area.  
He also expressed that he does not believe the swap is an equal exchange as the pine forest area is very unique 
to the Village and is one of the reasons the bridle trails were placed there, as it weaves through the pine forest 
which is beautiful and unique.   

 

Mrs. Meyers added that she agreed with Ms. Tilton and the other members of Green Areas that expressed their 
desire to have the septic on one of the original spots proposed on the LRSH property. 

 

Mayor Cowan pointed out that IHSS is paying for half of the cost of the septic.  She went on to say that 
Council has to represent all of the Village, not just GAAC, in preserving this historic building that is used by 
many in the Village for events, such as the New Resident Party.  Mrs. Meyers pointed out that when the site is 
used, you have to pay to use it.   

 

Ms. Tilton asked Council if they would like to add anything to the discussion. 

 

Mr. Koster expressed that there is a doctrine of highest and best use and that it is very important.  He believes 
that though this is about aesthetics for the IHHS, this is also about best use.  He expressed that they have made 
a very compelling case that best use of half an acre of green space behind the LRSH makes sense in this 
situation.  The Green Areas Trust provides terms for a swap and Village Council set up conditions that appear 
to be met.  Mr. Koster applauded Council for coming up with this option for the swap and the provisions they 
laid out. 

 

Ms. Tilton reminded everyone that GAAC is an advisory committee and that decisions still fall on Council.  
Mrs. King thanked Council for giving the GAAC members a chance to express their opinions and for coming 
up with the proposal.   

 

Council member Manning reiterated that most of the concerns voiced were already concerns of Council, they 
were just presented more eloquently.  He said that it just came down to weighing different interests and 
making the decision that is best for the entire Village. 

 

Mr. Lovejoy said that he would still like to see Council ask IHHS to contribute to the Reforest the Hill 
program.  Mrs. Minneci announced that Mrs. Wade-Dorman received a call from IHHS and they will be 
contributing $2,500 to the Reforest the Hill program for next year’s tree planting.   

 

Council member Isphording expressed that she has concerns with the proposed swap as well.  She said that 
she wonders if the donation of 4.5 acres would have been made regardless of the swap and she also does not 
like the idea of disrupting the nature, bridle trail and forest.  She went on to say that she still thinks that it is a 
generous trade and protects Muchmore with a larger piece of property than what will be lost and, considering 
the Reforest the Hill contribution, she believes this is good for everyone.  She reiterated there is no perfect 
solution, but this feels like a good solution and a fair trade. 
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Council member Krehbiel expressed his concern about precedent as well. 

 

Council member Hidy said that he wanted to communicate that Council is listening and they will continue to 
listen and that they are trying to strike the right balance.  He expressed his appreciation for everyone’s input 
and passion. 

 

Mayor Cowan thanked the GAAC and expressed how appreciative she is for this committee, the time spent, 
and the care shown by the members. 

 

Mrs. Hinkley asked if consideration would be made in regard to who would clean out the grove with invasive 
Tree of Heaven trees.   

 

IHHS has not advised Council which site they would choose if this swap does not happen, per Mayor Cowan. 

 

Ms. Tilton asked if anyone would make a motion to take a vote on recommending the swap.  Mr. Lovejoy 
made the motion that GAAC recommend to the Council that they not accept the swap as currently proposed.  
The motion was seconded by Mrs. King.  The vote was eight in favor of the motion as stated and one opposed.  
Mr. Lovejoy made a motion that GAAC recommend to Council that they ask for additional conditions to the 
swap, to include additional funding towards Reforest the Hill program in order to make the swap more fair.  
Mr. Lovejoy withdrew the motion. 

 

Mrs. King made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Krehbiel.   

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

             
Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor 

 

       

       ______________________________ 
       Liz Tilton, Green Areas Chair 
 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

      
Tiffany French 
 

Minutes 



Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—September 28, 2020 

 

Minutes 



Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—September 28, 2020 

 

Minutes 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING 

INDIAN HILL VILLAGE COUNCIL 

September 21, 2020 

 

 A special meeting of the Indian Hill Village Council was held on September 21, 2020 at 7:30 p.m.  The 

meeting was held via remote Webinar access to respect social distancing as required as a result of the Coronavirus 

pandemic.   

 

Officials present:   Mrs. Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor  

    Mr. Donald C. McGraw, Vice-Mayor 

    Mr. Richard J. Hidy, Council member 

    Mrs.  Elizabeth C. Isphording, Council member 

    Mr. Stephen H. Krehbiel, Council member 

Mr. Shayne O Manning, Council member 

Mrs. Monique A. Sewell, Council member 

 

Ms. Dina C. Minneci, City Manager 

Mr. Scott D. Phillips, City Solicitor 

Mr. Paul C. Riordan, Clerk/Comptroller 

Mr. Jon West, Assistant City Manager 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Council member McGraw made a motion that Council enter into Executive Session for purpose of 

discussing property sale and/or acquisition.  The motion was seconded by Council member Sewell and was passed 

by roll call vote 7-0.  Council entered into Executive Session.  Council returned from Executive Session.   

 

There being no further business to come before Council, Mayor Cowan declared the meeting adjourned. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

             
Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

      
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk 
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The Finance Committee met at 8:00 a.m. on September 11, 2020 via remote webinar access.   All members 
were present, including Mayor Cowan and Mr. McGraw.  Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Riordan, and Mr. 
Gully were the staff members in attendance. 
 

1. Mr. Riordan provided the August Financial statements (Financial Statements Attached): 
 

a. Income Tax Receipts: The Village received $135,649, which is $40,000 less than received in 
August 2019.  Year to date cash receipts are 91% of budget.   

b. Operating Disbursements: Operating expenditures equate to $1,066,811 which is $42,000 more 
than August 2019.  This is due to timing of payments. 

c. CIRF: Disbursements totaled $189,588.  They are mostly associated with Livingston Lodge septic 
upgrades and dump truck replacement. 

d. Water Works Receipts: Water usage receipts were $329,272 which is approximately $70,000 
more than August 2019 receipts. Year to date cash receipts are 59.7% of budget. 

e. Water Works Disbursements: Total operating disbursements are $400,558 which is 
approximately $47,000 less than August 2019. This is due to timing of payments. 

f. Water Works CIRF:  Disbursements totaled $274,418. This is mainly associated with the 
Algonquin water main replacement. 

g. Long Term Debt:  There was no activity in August. The next semi-annual principal and interest 
payment for the 2009 Water Works bond will be made in November. 

h. Cash and Investments: Total month end cash and investments were $32,643,545 compared to 
$33,503,831 in July 2020 and $30,629,820 in August 2019. Year to year changes are affected by 
the addition of the Coronavirus Fund. 

i. Rowe Funds: The market value as of August 31st  is $4,065,746 which is a 2.1% decrease since 
12/31/19. This is in conjunction with the volatile stock market associated with COVID-19.  The 
unrecognized gain is $1,073,599. Total monthly operating receipts, including dividends, were 
$11,403 with monthly operating expenses totaling $10,172 and investment sale net gain of $1,971. 

j. Green Areas Funds: The market value as of August 31st  is $3,489,838 which is a 29% increase 
since 12/31/19. The unrecognized gain is $2,100,421. Total monthly earnings equate to $30 with 
monthly expenses totaling $6,341. 

 
2. Staff presented the preliminary 2020 operating and capital budget.  The presentations included the 

following departments: City Council, City Manager, Technology Services, and Inspection Division.  
Significant recommendations are as follows: 

 
a. City Council – 1) Overage in 2020 year-end Miscellaneous is due to one-time Charter mailings and 

biennial ordinance codification which included an entire revision of the Charter and 2) increase in 
Mayors Court is due to the addition of a Magistrate.  Overall, the initial operating 2020 year-end 
estimate to 2021 budget comparison equates to a 0.8% decrease.   

b. Clerk/Comptroller – 1) overage in year-end Miscellaneous contractual is due to unexpected check 
printing software fees and 2) overage in year-end Election due to Village Charter ballot issue.  
Overall, the initial operating 2020 year-end estimate to 2021 budget comparison equates to a 2% 
increase. 

c. City Manager – 1) under budget in 2020 year-end training due to COVID-19 cancellations and 2) 
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decrease in 2021 office equipment due to AutoCAD maintenance contract that comes due only 
every three years.  Overall, the initial operating 2020 year-end estimate to 2021 budget comparison 
equates to a 3.7% increase. 

d. Technology Services -  overage in 2020 and decrease in 2021 is associated with transition of 
Technology Manager. Overall, the initial operating 2020 year-end estimate to 2021 budget 
comparison equates to a 30% decrease. 

e. Inspection Division – Increase in contractual is due to state required septic inspection fees for 
Village owned properties and NPDES water quality sampling.  Overall, the initial 2020 year-end 
estimate to 2021 budget comparison equates to a 3.2% increase. 

 
3. Per the Summary of Expenditures by Department and Fund and the Budget Summary Statement, the 

total 2021 preliminary operating budget of $13,969,265 reflects a 4.4% increase compared to the 2020 
year-end estimate. The total 2021 preliminary operating and CIRF budget of $17,487,765 reflects a 
5% decrease compared to the 2020 year-end estimate.  The current recommendations include fully 
funding line items in 2021 that were not fully utilized in 2020 due to cancellations/delays associated 
with COVID-19, landslide/culvert contingency, and accounting for unpredictable weather and 
maintenance issues.  In addition, the CIRF is reduced from 2020 to 2021 due to the encumbrance of 
the Blome Road bridge project in 2020. 

 
 The Committee and staff discussed how the entire budget still remains in preliminary stages with 

changes to estimates and reevaluation of requests being made on a continuous basis.  A revised total 
operating and CIRF budget will be presented at next month’s Committee meeting for review. 

 
4. Staff discussed rearranging the General Fund Operating/CIRF Summary Statement to take out the 

Recreation and Shooting Club revenues and expenditures due to their non-dependence or significantly 
less dependence on general fund dollars.  Any subsidy related to the Recreation Commission will be 
included in the General Fund Summary Statement’s subsidies line item.  In addition, the full range of 
revenues and expenditures for each fund will be highlighted in separate Summary Statements. 

 
5. Mr. Gully distributed copies of the annual Resolution Accepting the Amounts and Rates as set by the 

Hamilton County Budget Commission.  This Resolution establishes Hamilton County’s tax rate to be 
levied within the 10-mill limitation (0.96) and the County’s estimation for the Village’s property tax 
receipts in 2021 ($823,200).  The Committee will recommend passage of this Resolution at the 
September Council meeting (Resolution attached). 
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RESOLUTION NO.   -20 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AMOUNTS AND RATES AS SET FOR THE 
CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL BY THE BUDGET 
COMMISSION, AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND 
CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR. 

 
     WHEREAS, the Council of the Village of Indian Hill, in accordance with provisions of law, 

previously adopted a tax budget for the next succeeding fiscal year, commencing January 1, 2021; and 
 
     WHEREAS, the Budget Commission of Hamilton County, Ohio has certified its action to the 

Council together with an estimate by the County Auditor of the rate of each tax necessary to be levied by 
this Council and what part thereof is without and what part is within the 10-mill tax limitation; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, STATE OF OHIO: 

 

 Section 1.  The amounts and rates determined by the Budget Commission in its certification be, and 
the same hereby are, accepted. 

 

 Section 2.  There be, and hereby is, levied on the tax duplicate of the said County, the tax rate of each 
tax necessary to be levied without and within the 10-mill limitation as follows: 

 

A:     General Fund amount approved by the Budget Commission within the  

         10-mill limitation is $823,200 

 

B:     The County Auditor’s estimate of tax rate to be levied within the  

          10-mill limitation is .96 

 

 

      PASSED: September 28, 2020 

 

 

      ________________________      
      Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________   
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk 
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The Law Committee met on September 9, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. via remote webinar access. All members were 
present, including Mayor Cowan. Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mrs. Wade-Dorman, and Mr. Scott Phillips were 
the staff members in attendance. 
 

1. Mr. West presented a draft of Construction Site Protocol Regulations that he collaborated on with Mr. 
Rick Robinson, Village Inspector.  The purpose of these protocols is to combine all of the Code of 
Ordinances related to home construction into one document that would be distributed to all home 
builders/contractors with the permit application process.   These protocols are only a summary of 
current ordinances.  There are no changes to current processes or regulations. These protocols would 
be expected, during the permit process, to be signed off by the home builders as a way to ensure their 
understanding of the Village’s expectations.   

 
 Staff continues to work on finalizing this information and will seek comments from the Committee at 

future meetings with expectations to implement by the end of the year.  
 
2. Mrs. Wade-Dorman presented an Ordinance to update the Village’s stormwater regulations.  The 

Village agreed to participate in Hamilton County’s Regional Stormwater District in 2003 and adopted 
HCSWD Rules and Regulations in 2013.  Ohio EPA mandates that all Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer Systems (MS4) permit holders review and update their rules and regulations to compile with 
any State permit updates every five years. 

 
 With Hamilton County’s most recent updates to the Rules and Regulations, the Village has the ability 

to adopt alternative rules and regulations than that of the HCSWD as long as they are as stringent as 
the County, do not contradict with Stormwater District regulations and address all general permit 
requirements. Such changes center on 1) giving the Village more authority to enforce and protect the 
environment from polluted waterways; 2) updating soil erosion and sediment controls; 3) developing a 
new stormwater drainage manual.  Such changes are more rigorous when it comes to issues that occur 
during tear downs and rebuilds, most particularly in the one-acre district.   

 
 After discussion, the Committee indicated it would recommend a first reading of the proposed changes 

at the September Council meeting (Ordinance attached). 
 
3. Vice Mayor McGraw requested to convene into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the 

August legal activity report that included discussions on pending litigation and property acquisition. 
Mr. Hidy seconded the motion, the motion passed, and the Committee convened into Executive 
Session.   
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ORDINANCE NO. - 20 

 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING CHAPTER 53, AMENDED CHAPTER 153 AND AMENDED 
CHAPTER 154, SECTION 154.098 RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE CITY OF THE 

VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Storm Water Phase II Permit Program (the "Phase II Program”) of the 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (“NPDES”) of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as 

amended (33 U.S.C. 1251 et. seq., 40 C.F.R. Parts 122.30 through 122.37; the Ohio Water Pollution Control 

Act (Ohio Revised Code Chapter 6111); and Ohio Administrative Code Chapter 3745-39, referred to as Phase 

II Storm Water Rules for Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (“MS4”); dischargers of storm 

water from Small MS4s must obtain a NPDES permit from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Phase II Program, as administered by US EPA and the Ohio EPA, requires 

designated communities, including the County of Hamilton (the “County”) and various local independent 

jurisdictions which own and/or operate an MS4, to develop a Storm Water Management Program under the 

Phase II Permit to address the quality of storm water runoff within their jurisdictions; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners of Hamilton County (the  “Board”) has created the 

Hamilton County Storm Water District (“HCSWD”) under Chapter 6117 of the Ohio Revised Code to address 

the requirements of the Phase II Program in the unincorporated regions of Hamilton County (“County”), and 

within those incorporated municipal corporations within the County which have assented to the formation of 

the HCSWD and consented to its operation within their corporate limits (“Member Municipalities”, or 

“Members”, or “Co-Permittees”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners adopted amended Rules and 

Regulations on September 12, 2019 in order to carry out the responsibilities of the MS4’s under the Phase II 

Permit Program, intended to apply to non-storm water discharges, storm water discharges generated by 

construction and/or earth disturbing activities, and post-construction storm water discharges from 

development and previously developed sites within the unincorporated regions of the County and within 

municipal corporations which are co-permittees under the MS4 permit; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of the Village of Indian Hill (“Council”), as a Co-Permittee 

municipal corporation under the Phase II Permit, has previously adopted through Ordinance No. 06-13 and is 

implementing the HCSWD Rules and Regulations to protect the health, safety and welfare of its citizens by 

preventing non-storm water discharges and controlling storm water discharges from construction, 

development, and re-development sites; and 

 

WHEREAS, the above adopted ordinance states that these Rules and Regulations of the HCSWD may 

be duly amended or modified by the Board of County Commissioners of Hamilton County, Ohio from time to 

time, and that Council will adopt said amendments or modifications to these Rules and Regulations of the 
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HCSWD unless Council enacts alternative rules and regulations that are mutually agreed to be as equally 

stringent or more stringent than the Rules and Regulations of the HCSWD; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of the Village of Indian Hill, as a Co-Permittee to 

adopt alternative Rules and Regulations that are as equally stringent or more stringent than the Rules and 

Regulations of the HCSWD; and  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THE 

VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL OF HAMILTON COUNTY, STATE OF OHIO: 

 

Section 1. That Council hereby adopts, establishes and implements within the Village of Indian 

Hill, the above Rules and Regulations of the City of the Village of Indian Hill, Chapter 53 – Illicit Discharge 

Detection and Elimination Regulations, Chapter 153 – Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, and Chapter 154, 

Section 154.098 – Storm Drainage and includes the Storm Water Drainage Manual as the same as are set forth 

in Exhibit A which is attached hereto and incorporated into this Ordinance as if fully rewritten herein. 

 

Section 2.  That Council and the appropriate administrative officials of the City of the Village of 

Indian Hill will cooperate with the HCSWD in the enforcement of these Rules and Regulations, and shall 

exercise such legal authority as it may possess which may be reasonably required to assist in carrying out the 

intent of the Rules and Regulations within the municipal corporate boundaries in order to achieve and 

maintain compliance with the requirements of state and federal law regarding the Phase II Program.  

 

Section 3. That the City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to act as the Enforcing 

Official to do all things reasonably necessary and proper to cooperate with the HCSWD in implementing and 

carrying out the Phase II Program and enforcing the Rules and Regulations within the City of the Village of 

Indian Hill corporate boundaries. 

 

Section 4. That it is the intent of the Council that the remedies provided in this Ordinance and in 

the Rules and Regulations are intended to be in addition to and not exclusive of any other remedies as may be 

available under applicable federal, state or local law. 

 

Section 5. That the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any 

provision, clause, sentence, or paragraph of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person, 

establishment, or circumstances shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other provisions or 

application of this Ordinance. 

 

Section 6. That this Ordinance shall go into effect and become law from and after the earliest 

period allowed by law. 
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Section 7. That the Clerk of the City is hereby directed to certify a copy of this Ordinance to the 

Board of County Commissioners of Hamilton County. 

 

 

      PASSED:  _____________, 2020 

 

                         

      __________________________________ 

 Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Paul C. Riordan, Clerk 

 

 

First Reading  September 28, 2020 

Second Reading  

Third Reading  
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Exhibit A 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 53: ILICIT DISCHARGE AND DETECTION REGULATIONS 

 

CHAPTER 153: SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL 

 

CHAPTER 154, SECTION 154.098 STORM DRAINAGE 

 

WATER DRAINAGE MANUAL 
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CHAPTER 53: ILLICIT DISCHARGE DETECTION AND ELIMINATION 

REGULATIONS 

 

Section 

 

53.01   Purpose 

 

53.02   Applicability 

 

53.03   Definitions 

 

53.04   Responsibility for Administration 

 

53.05   Disclaimer of Liability 

 

53.06   Conflicts, Severability, Nuisances and Responsibility 

 

53.07   Prohibition of Illicit Discharges 

 

53.08   Prohibition of Illegal Connections 

 

53.09  Prohibition of Waste Disposal 

 

53.10   Suspension of MS4 Access 

 

53.11   Construction Activity Discharges 

 

53.12   Monitoring of Illicit Discharges and Illegal Connections 

 

53.13   Watercourse Protection 

 

53.14   Notification of Spills 

 

53.15   Enforcement 

 

53.16   Appeal of Notice of Violation 
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53.17   Enforcement Measures After Appeal 

 

53.18   Cost of Abatement of the Violation 

 

53.19   Injunction Relief 

 

53.20   Compensatory Action 

 

53.21   Violations Deemed a Public Nuisance 

 

53.22   Remedies Not Exclusive 

 

53.99   Penalty 

 

 

 

 

§ 53.01  PURPOSE. 

 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of the Village of Indian Hill 

through the regulation of non-storm water discharges to the municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) to the maximum extent 

practicable as required by federal and state law. These regulations establish methods for controlling the introduction of pollutants 

into the MS4 in order to comply with requirements of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit 

process. The objectives of these regulations are: 

 

(A) To regulate the contribution of pollutants to the MS4 by stormwater discharges by any user; 

 

(B) To prohibit illicit connections and discharges to the MS4; 

 

(C) To establish legal authority to carry out inspections, monitoring procedures, and enforcement actions necessary to ensure 

compliance with these regulations. 

 

§ 53.02  APPLICABILITY. 

 

These regulations shall apply to all residential, institutional, and semi-public properties responsible for discharges to the MS4 and 

on any lands in the Village of Indian Hill, except for those discharges generated by the activities detailed in Section 53.07 (A) to (D) 

of these regulations. 

 

§ 53.03  DEFINITIONS. 
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Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of the terms used in these regulations shall be as follows: 

 

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs).  Schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, general good housekeeping 

practices, pollution prevention and educational practices, maintenance procedures, and other management practices to prevent 

or reduce the discharge of pollutants directly or indirectly to stormwater, receiving waters, or stormwater conveyance systems. 

BMPs also include treatment practices, operating procedures, and practices to control site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or 

water disposal, or drainage from raw materials storage. 

 

CLEAN WATER ACT.  The federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. § 1251 et seq.), and any subsequent amendments 

thereto. 

 

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY.  Activities subject to NPDES Construction Permits. These include construction projects 

resulting in land disturbance of 1 acre or more, or part of a larger common plan of development that will disturb 1 acre or more. 

Such activities include but are not limited to clearing and grubbing, grading, excavating, and demolition. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY.  The United States Environmental Protection Agency, including but not 

limited to the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA), or any duly authorized official of said agency.  

 

FLOATABLE MATERIALS.  Any foreign matter that may float or remain suspended in the water column, and includes but is 

not limited to, plastic, aluminum cans, wood products, bottles, and paper products. 

 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.  Any material, including any substance, waste, or combination thereof, which because of its 

quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious characteristics may  cause, or significantly contribute to, a 

substantial present or potential hazard to human health,  safety, property, or the environment when improperly treated, stored, 

transported, disposed of, or  otherwise managed. 

 

HOUSEHOLD SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEM (HSTS).  A system designed to treat household sewage on-site and 

discharges treated wastewater effluent off the property into a storm water or surface water conveyance or system. 

 

ILLEGAL CONNECTIONS.  Either of the following: 

 

(1) Any drain or conveyance, whether on the surface or subsurface, which allows an illegal discharge to enter the MS4 

including but not limited to any conveyances which allow any non-storm water discharge including sewage, process 

wastewater, and wash water to enter the MS4 and any connections to the MS4 from indoor drains and sinks, regardless 

of whether said drain or connection had been previously allowed, permitted, or approved by a government agency.  

 

 

ILLICIT DISCHARGE.  As defined at 40 C.F.R. 122.26 (b)(2), any discharge to an MS4 that is not composed entirely of 

storm water, except for those discharges to an MS4 pursuant to a NPDES permit or noted in Section 53.07 (A) to (D) of these 

regulations. 

 

MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4).  As defined at 40 C.F.R. 122.26 (b)(8), a conveyance or system 

of conveyances (including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made 

channels, or storm drains) that is: 
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(1) Owned or operated by a State, city, town, village, county, parish, district, municipality, township, county, 
district, association, or other public body (created by or pursuant to State law) having jurisdiction over 
sewage, industrial wastes, including special districts under State law such as a sewer district, or similar 
entity, or an Indian tribe or an authorized Indian tribal organization, or a designated and approved 
management agency under section 208 of the Clean Water Act that discharges to waters of the United 
States; 
 

(2) Designed or used for collecting or conveying storm water; 
 

(3) Which is not a combined sewer; and 
 

(4) Which is not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) as defined at 40 C.F.R. 122.2. 
 

NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) STORM WATER DISCHARGE PERMIT.  

A permit issued by EPA (or by a State under authority delegated pursuant to 33 USC § 1342(b)) that authorizes the discharge of 

pollutants to waters of the United States, whether the  permit is applicable on an individual, group, or general area-wide basis. 

 

NON-STORM WATER DISCHARGE.  Any discharge to the storm drain system that is not composed  entirely of storm water. 

 

OWNER/OPERATOR.  Any individual, association, organization, partnership, firm, corporation or other entity recognized by 

law and acting as either the owner or on the owner’s behalf. 

 

PERSON.  Any individual, association, organization, partnership, firm, corporation or  other entity recognized by law and 

acting as either the owner or as the owner's agent. 

 

POLLUTANT.  Anything which causes or contributes to pollution. Pollutants may include, but are not limited to: paints, 

varnishes, and solvents; oil and other automotive fluids; non-hazardous liquid and solid wastes and yard wastes; refuse, rubbish, 

garbage, litter, or other discarded or abandoned objects, ordinances, and accumulations, so that same may cause or contribute to 

pollution; floatables; pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers; hazardous substances and wastes; sewage, fecal coliform and 

pathogens; dissolved and particulate metals; animal wastes; wastes and residues that result from constructing a building or 

structure; and noxious or offensive matter of any kind. 

 

PREMISES.  Any building, lot, parcel of land, or portion of land whether improved or unimproved including adjacent 

sidewalks and parking strips. 

 

STORM WATER.  Any surface flow, runoff, and drainage consisting entirely of water from any form of  natural precipitation, 

and resulting from such precipitation. 

 

STORM WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN.  A document which describes the Best  Management Practices and 

activities to be implemented by a person or business to identify sources of pollution or contamination at a site and the actions to 

eliminate or  reduce pollutant discharges to Stormwater, Stormwater Conveyance Systems, and/or Receiving Waters to the 

Maximum Extent Practicable. 

 

VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL.  Employees or designees of the Village designated and authorized to enforce these regulations. 

 

WASTEWATER.  Any water or other liquid, other than uncontaminated storm water, discharged from a property. 
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WATERS OF THE STATE.  Surface watercourses and water bodies including all natural waterways and definite channels and 

depressions in the earth that may carry water, even though such waterways may only carry water during rains and storms and 

may not carry storm water at and during all times and seasons. 

 

§ 53.04  RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTRATION. 

 

The Village of Indian Hill shall administer, implement, and enforce the provisions of these regulations. The Village of Indian Hill 

may delegate any powers or duties derived from these regulations to any person or entity acting in the beneficial interest of or in the 

employ of the Village of Indian Hill. 

 

§ 53.05  DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY. 

 

Compliance with the provisions of this regulation shall not relieve any person from responsibility for damage to any person 

otherwise imposed by law. The provisions of this regulation are promulgated to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

and are not designed for the benefit of any individual  

or for the benefit of any particular parcel of property. 

 

§ 53.06  CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY, NUISANCES AND RESPONSIBILITY. 

 

(A) Where this regulation is in conflict with other provisions of law or regulations, the most restrictive provisions, 
as determined by the Village of Indian Hill, shall prevail. 
 

(B) If any clause, section, or provision of this regulation is declared invalid or unconstitutional by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, the validity of the remainder shall not be affected thereby. 
 

(C) This regulation shall not be construed as authorizing any person to maintain a nuisance on their property, and 
compliance with the provisions of this regulation shall not be a defense in any action to abate such a nuisance. 
 

(D) Failure of the Village of Indian Hill to observe or recognize hazardous or unsightly conditions or to recommend 
corrective measures shall not relieve the site owner from the responsibility for the condition or damage resulting 
therefrom, and shall not result in the Village of Indian Hill, its officers, employees, or agents being responsible 
for any condition or damage resulting therefrom. 

 

§ 53.07  PROHIBITION OF ILLICIT DISCHARGES. 

 

No person shall discharge, or cause to be discharged, an illicit discharge into the MS4. The commencement, conduct or continuance 

of any illicit discharge to the MS4 is prohibited except as described as follows: 

 

(A) Water line flushing; landscape irrigation; diverted stream flows; rising ground waters; uncontaminated ground 
water infiltration; uncontaminated pumped ground water; discharges from potable water sources; foundation 
drains; air conditioning condensate; irrigation water; springs; water from crawl space pumps; footing drains; 
lawn watering; individual residential car washing; flows from riparian habitats and wetlands; de-chlorinated 
swimming pool discharges; street wash water; and discharges or flows from non-planned fire-fighting activities. 
These discharges are exempt until such time as they are determined by the Village of Indian Hill to be 
significant contributors of pollutants to the MS4. 
 

(B) Discharges specified in writing by the Village of Indian Hill as being necessary to protect public health and 
safety. 
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(C) Dye testing is an allowable discharge, but requires a verbal notification to the Village of Indian Hill prior to the 
time of the test. 
 

(D) The prohibition shall not apply to any non-storm water discharge permitted under an NPDES permit, waiver, or 
waste discharge order issued to the discharger and administered under the authority of the Environmental 
Protection Agency, provided that the discharger is in full compliance with all requirements of the permit, 
waiver, or order and other applicable laws and regulations, and provided that written approval has been granted 
for any discharge to the MS4. 
 

(E) Existing HSTS’s shall only be considered illicit discharges if deemed so by the Hamilton County Health 
Department. All HSTS replacements and improvements shall meet Hamilton County Health Department 
standards and regulations.  

 

§ 53.08  PROHIBITION OF ILLEGAL CONNECTIONS. 

 

The construction, use, maintenance or continued existence of illegal connections to the MS4 is prohibited. 

  

(A) This prohibition expressly includes, without limitation, illegal connections made in the past, regardless of 
whether the connection was permissible under law or practices applicable or prevailing at the time of 
connection. 

 

(B) A person is considered to be in violation of these regulations if the person connects a line conveying illicit 
discharges to the MS4, or allows such a connection to continue. 

 

§ 53.09  PROHIBITION OF WASTE DISPOSAL. 

 

No person or owner/operator of a premises shall throw, deposit, leave, maintain, keep, or permit to be thrown, deposited, left, or 

maintained, in or upon any public or private property, driveway, parking area, street, alley, sidewalk, component of the MS4, or 

water of the State, any refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter, or other discarded or abandoned objects, articles, and accumulations, so that 

the same may cause or contribute to pollution. Wastes deposited in proper waste receptacles for purposes of collection are exempted 

from this prohibition. 

 

§ 53.10  SUSPENSION OF MS4 ACCESS. 

 

The Village of Indian Hill may, without prior notice, suspend MS4 discharge access to a person when such suspension is necessary 

to stop an actual or threatened discharge which presents or may present imminent and substantial danger to the environment, or to 

the health or welfare of persons, or to the MS4 or Waters of the United States. If the violator fails to comply with a suspension order 

issued in an emergency, the Village of Indian Hill may take such steps as deemed necessary to prevent or minimize damage to the 

MS4 or Waters of the United States, or to minimize danger to persons. 

 

Any person discharging to the MS4 in violation of these regulations may have their MS4 access terminated if such termination 

would abate or reduce an illicit discharge. The Village of Indian Hill will notify a violator of the proposed termination of its MS4 

access. The violator may petition the Village of Indian Hill for a reconsideration and hearing. A person commits an offense if the 

person reinstates MS4 access to premises terminated pursuant to this Section, without the prior approval of the Village of Indian 

Hill. 

 

§ 53.11  CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY DISCHARGES. 
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Any person subject to a construction activity NPDES storm water discharge permit shall comply with all provisions of such permit. 

Proof of compliance with said permit may be required in a form acceptable to the Village of Indian Hill prior to the allowing of 

discharges to the MS4. 

 

§ 53.12  MONITORING OF ILLICIT DISCHARGES AND ILLEGAL CONNECTIONS. 

 

The Village of Indian Hill has established a program to detect and eliminate illicit discharges and illegal connections to the MS4. 

This program includes the mapping of the MS4, including MS4 outfalls and household sewage treatment systems; the routine 

inspection of storm water outfalls to the MS4, and the systematic investigation of potential residential, institutional, or semi-public 

property for potential illicit discharges.  

 

(A) The Village of Indian Hill shall be permitted to enter and inspect properties subject to this regulation as often as 
may be necessary to determine compliance with this regulation. 

 

(B) The Village of Indian Hill shall have the right to set up at properties subject to this regulation such devices as 
are necessary to conduct monitoring and/or sampling of the property's storm water discharge, as determined by 
the Village of Indian Hill. 

 

(C) The Village of Indian Hill shall have the right to require the property owner/operator to install monitoring 
equipment as necessary. This sampling and monitoring equipment shall be maintained at all times in safe and 
proper operating condition by the property owner/operator at the owner/operator’s expense. All devices used to 
measure storm water flow and quality shall be calibrated to ensure their accuracy. 

 

(D) Any temporary or permanent obstruction to safe and reasonable access to the property to be inspected and/or 
sampled shall be promptly removed by the property’s owner/operator at the written or oral request of the 
Village of Indian Hill and shall not be replaced. The costs of clearing such access shall be borne by the property 
owner/operator. 

 

(E) Unreasonable delays in allowing the Village of Indian Hill access to a property subject to this regulation for the 
purposes of illicit discharge inspection is a violation of this regulation. 

 

(F) If the Village of Indian Hill is refused access to any part of the property from which storm water is discharged, 
and the Village of Indian Hill demonstrates probable cause to believe that there may be a violation of this 
regulation, or that there is a need to inspect and/or sample as part of an inspection and sampling program 
designed to verify compliance with this regulation or any order issued hereunder, or to protect the public health, 
safety, and welfare, the Village of Indian Hill may seek issuance of a search warrant, civil remedies including 
but not limited to injunctive relief, and/or criminal remedies from any court of appropriate jurisdiction. 

 

(G) Any costs associated with these inspections shall be assessed to the respective property owner/operator. 
 

§ 53.13  WATERCOURSE PROTECTION. 

 

Every person owning property through which a watercourse passes, or such person's lessee, shall keep and maintain that part of the 

watercourse within the property free of trash, debris, and obstacles that would pollute, contaminate, or significantly retard the flow 

of water through the watercourse. In addition, the owner or lessee shall maintain existing privately owned structures within or 

adjacent to a watercourse, so that such structures will not become a hazard to the use, function, or physical integrity of the 

watercourse. 

 

§ 53.14  NOTIFICATION OF SPILLS. 
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Notwithstanding other requirements of law, as soon as any person responsible for a property or operation or responsible for 

emergency response for a property or operation has information of any known or suspected release of materials which are resulting 

or may result in illegal discharges or pollutants discharging into storm water, the storm drain system, or water of the U.S. said 

person shall take all necessary steps to ensure the discovery, containment, and cleanup of such release. In the event of such a release 

of hazardous materials said person shall immediately notify emergency response agencies of the occurrence via emergency dispatch 

services. In the event of a release of non-hazardous materials, said person shall notify the Village of Indian Hill in person or by 

phone or facsimile no later than the next business day. Notifications in person or by phone shall be confirmed by written notice 

addressed and mailed to the Village of Indian Hill within three business days of the phone notice.  

 

§ 53.15  ENFORCEMENT. 

 

Whenever the City Manager or their authorized representative determines that there has been a violation of 

any provision of these regulations, notice shall be give of such violation to the person responsible therefore 

and order compliance with these regulations as hereinafter provided. Such notice shall: 

 

(A)    Be put in writing on an appropriate form; 
 

(B)    Include a list of violations, referring to the section or sections of these regulations that have been 
violated, and order remedial action which, if taken, will effect compliance with these regulations; 
 

(C)    Specify a reasonable time for performance; 
 

(D)    Be served on the owner, agent, or occupant in person. However, this notice and order shall be 
deemed to be properly served upon the owner, agent or occupant if a copy thereof is sent by registered 
or certified mail to the person's last known mailing address, residence, or place of business, and/or a 
copy is posted in a conspicuous place in or on the dwelling affected. 

 

(E)    Administrative Hearing: If the violation has not been corrected pursuant to the requirements set forth in the 
Notice of Violation, the Village of Indian Hill shall schedule an appointment with the Mayor’s court to 
determine reasons for non-compliance and to determine the next enforcement activity.  

 

 

§ 53.16  APPEAL OF NOTICE OF VIOLATION. 

 

Any person receiving a Notice of Violation may appeal to the Village of Indian Hill Mayor’s court. The notice of appeal must be 

received within 30 days from the date of the Notice of Violation. Hearing on the appeal before the appropriate authority or his/her 

designee shall take place within 30 days from the date of receipt of the notice of appeal. The decision of the municipal authority or 

their designee shall be final. 

 

§ 53.17  ENFORCEMENT MEASURES AFTER APPEAL. 

 

If the violation has not been corrected pursuant to the requirements set forth in the Notice of Violation, or, in the event of an appeal, 

within 30 days of the decision of the municipal authority upholding the decision of the Village of Indian Hill, then representatives of 

the Village of Indian Hill shall enter upon the subject private property and are authorized to take any and all measures necessary to 

abate the violation and/or restore the property. It shall be unlawful for any person, owner, agent or person in possession of any 

premises to refuse to allow the government agency or designated contractor to enter upon the premises for the purposes set forth 

above. 
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§ 53.18  COST OF ABATEMENT OF THE VIOLATION. 

 

Within 30 days after abatement of the violation, the owner of the property will be notified of the cost of abatement, including 

administrative costs. The property owner may file a written protest objecting to the amount of the assessment within 30 days. If the 

amount due is not paid within a timely manner as determined by the decision of the municipal authority or by the expiration of the 

time in which to file an appeal, the charges shall become a special assessment against the property and shall constitute a lien on the 

property for the amount of the assessment. Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall become liable to the 

Village of Indian Hill by reason of such violation. The liability shall be paid in not more than 12 equal payments. Interest at the rate 

of 5 percent per annum shall be assessed on the balance beginning on the 60th day following discovery of the violation. 

 

§ 53.19  INJUNCTION RELIEF. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provision or fail to comply with any of the requirements of these regulations. If a 

person has violated or continues to violate the provisions of these regulations, the Village of Indian Hill may petition for a 

preliminary or permanent injunction restraining the person from activities which would create further violations or compelling the 

person to perform abatement or remediation of the violation. 

 

§ 53.20  COMPENSATORY ACTION. 

 

In lieu of enforcement proceedings, penalties, and remedies authorized by these regulations, the Village of Indian Hill may impose 

upon a violator alternative compensatory actions, such as storm drain stenciling, attendance at compliance workshops, creek 

cleanup, etc. 

 

§ 53.21  VIOLATIONS DEEMED A PUBLIC NUISANCE. 

 

In addition to the enforcement processes and penalties provided, any condition caused or permitted to exist in violation of any of the 

provisions of these regulations is a threat to public health, safety, and welfare, and is declared and deemed a nuisance per Chapter 

§ 94, and may be summarily abated or restored at the violator's expense, and/or a civil action to abate, enjoin, or otherwise compel 

the cessation of such nuisance may be taken. 

 

§ 53.22  REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE. 

 

The remedies listed in these regulations are not exclusive of any other remedies available under any applicable federal, state or local 

law and it is within the discretion of the Village of Indian Hill to seek cumulative remedies. 

 

§ 53.99  PENALTY. 

 

   (A)   Any person, firm or corporation who fails to comply with, or violates any of the provisions of this 

chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree, and on conviction thereof shall be fined $250 

for each violation offense. A separate offense shall be deemed committed for each day upon which a violation 

occurs or continues to occur. 
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   (B)   The City Solicitor is authorized, upon evidence of probable cause of violation, and to prevent future 

violation, to bring an action in a court of appropriate jurisdiction to enjoin violation of the provisions hereof. 
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CHAPTER 153:  SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL 

 

Section 

 

153.01   Purpose 

 

153.02   Applicability 

 

153.03   Definitions 

 

153.04   Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 

 

153.05   Design Requirements 

 

153.06   Review and Approval 

 

153.07   Inspection 

 

153.08   Bond Requirement 

 

153.09   Enforcement 

 

153.10   Separability 

 

153.99   Penalty 

 

 

§ 153.01  PURPOSE. 

 

During the construction process, soil is highly vulnerable to erosion by wind and water. Eroded soil endangers water resources by 

reducing water quality and causing the siltation of aquatic habitat for fish and other desirable species. Eroded soil also necessitates 

repair of sewers and ditches and the dredging of lakes. In addition, clearing and grading during construction cause the loss of native 

vegetation necessary for terrestrial and aquatic habitat. 

 

As a result, the purpose of these regulations is to safeguard persons, protect property, and prevent damage to the environment in the 

Village of Indian Hill. These regulations will also promote the public welfare by guiding, regulating, and controlling the design, 

construction, use, and maintenance of any development or other activity that disturbs or breaks the topsoil or results in the 

movement of earth on land in the Village of Indian Hill. 

 

§ 153.02  APPLICABILITY. 
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These regulations shall apply to any new development or redevelopment construction activities that result in land disturbance 

greater than or equal to 5,000 square feet. No person shall be granted a site development permit for land-disturbing activity greater 

than or equal to 5,000 square feet without the approval of an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan by the Village of Indian Hill. 

 

Construction activities disturbing one or more acres of total land or will disturb less than one acre of land but are part of a larger 

common plan of development or sale that will ultimately disturb one or more acres of land, shall obtain coverage through the Ohio 

Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System(NPDES) Construction General Permit, 

latest version. The threshold acreage includes the entire area disturbed in the larger common plan of development or sale. Erosion 

and sediment controls or BMPs shall comply with the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWP3) requirements prescribed in 

the OEPA NPDES Construction General Permit, latest version. 

 

Erosion and sediment controls shall be selected and designed to be consistent with standards and specifications included in the Ohio 

DNR Rainwater and Land Development manual, latest edition. 

 

Construction activities that meet the applicability requirements described above shall require approval from the Planning 

Commission as follows. 

 

(A) No changes shall be made in the contour of the land; no grading, excavating, removal, or destruction of the topsoil trees or 

other vegetative cover of the land shall be commenced until such time that a plan for minimizing erosion and sedimentation 

has been processed with and reviewed by the Planning Commission or its duly authorized representative, or there has been 

a determination by the Planning Commission or its duly authorized representative that such plans are not required. 

 

   (B)  No subdivision or land development plan shall be approved unless there has been a plan approved by the Planning 

Commission or its duly authorized representative that provides for minimizing erosion and sediment as consistent with the 

intent of this chapter; or has been a determination by the Planning Commission or its duly authorized representative that 

such plans are not required.  Where a plan is approved as herein provided no work of the type described in division (A) 

above shall be done, except in accordance with the approved plan. 

 

 

§ 153.03  DEFINITIONS. 

 

For the purpose of this chapter the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different 

meaning. 

 

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR.  A person who has received training and is licensed to inspect and maintain erosion and 

sediment control practices. 

 

CLEARING.  Any activity that removes the vegetative surface cover. 

 

DRAINAGE WAY.  Any channel that conveys surface runoff throughout the site. 

 

EROSION CONTROL.  A measure that prevents erosion. 
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EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PLAN.  A set of plans prepared by or under the direction of a licensed professional 

engineer or qualified representative indicating the specific measures and sequencing to be used to control sediment and erosion 

on a development site during and after construction. 

 

GRADING.  Excavation or fill of material, including the resulting conditions thereof. 

 

PERIMETER CONTROL.  A barrier that prevents sediment from leaving a site by filtering sediment-laden runoff or diverting 

it to a sediment trap or basin. 

 

PHASING.  Clearing a parcel of land in distinct phases, with the stabilization of each phase completed before the clearing of 

the next. 

 

SEDIMENT CONTROL.  Measures that prevent eroded sediment from leaving the site. 

 

SITE.  A parcel of land or a contiguous combination thereof, where grading work is performed as a single unified operation. 

 

SITE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT.  A permit issued by the municipality for the construction or alteration of ground 

improvements and structures for the control of erosion, runoff, and grading. 

 

STABILIZATION.  The use of practices that prevent exposed soil from eroding. 

 

START OF CONSTRUCTION.  The first land-disturbing activity associated with a development, including land preparation 

such as clearing, grading, and filling; installation of streets and walkways; excavation for basements, footings, piers, or 

foundations; erection of temporary forms; and installation of accessory buildings such as garages. 

 

WATERCOURSE.  Any body of water, including, but not limited to lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, and bodies of water within 

the Village of Indian Hill. 

 

WATERWAY.  A channel that directs surface runoff to a watercourse or to the public storm drain. 

 

WATERS OF THE STATE.  Surface watercourses and water bodies including all natural waterways and definite channels and 

depressions in the earth that may carry water, even though such waterways may only carry water during rains and storms and 

may not carry storm water at and during all times and seasons. 

 

§ 153.04  EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PLAN. 

 

The following standards shall be followed in all soil erosion and sediment control plans: 

 

(A) All lots, tracts, or parcels shall be graded to provide proper drainage away from buildings and dispose of it without 

ponding, and all land within a development shall be graded to drain and dispose of surface water without ponding, except 

where approved by the Village of Indian Hill or its duly authorized representative; 
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(B) Provisions shall be made to effectively accommodate the increased runoff caused by changed soil and surface 
conditions during and after development. Where necessary, surface water shall be structurally retarded; 
 

(C) A Natural Buffer Zone of 20 foot from the top of each bank along all natural watercourses shall be maintained and 

protected in it’s existing state with trees and vegetation, except where approved by the Village of Indian Hill or its duly 

authorized representative; 

 

(D) All drainage provisions shall be of such design to adequately handle the surface runoff and carry it to the nearest suitable 

natural watercourse.  Where drainage swales are used to divert surface waters away from buildings, they shall be sodded or 

planted as required and shall be of such slope, shape, and size as to conform with the requirements of the village; 

 

(E) Concentration of surface water runoff shall only be permitted in swales or watercourses; 

 

(F) During the construction phase, further technical assistance will be furnished, if necessary, by the Village of Indian Hill or 

its duly authorized representative.  The Village of Indian Hill or its duly authorized representative, shall enforce 

compliance with the approved plans. 

 

The Erosion and Sediment Control Plan shall include but not restricted to the following: 

 

(A) A vicinity sketch and boundary line survey of the site for which the permit is sought and on which the work is 
to be performed. 

 

(B) Location of any buildings, structures, utilities, HSTS, sewers, water and storm drains on the site where the work 
is to be performed. 

 
(C) Location of any building or structure on land of adjacent property owners within 100 feet of the site. 
 

(D) Elevations, or contours, dimensions, location, and extent of all work proposed to be done, and the existing 
elevations or contours of the land in 1-foot intervals for slopes 0 degrees to 6 degrees, 2-foot intervals for slopes 
6 degrees to 18 degrees, and 5-foot intervals for slopes 18 degrees or more. 

 

(E) A certification of the quantity of excavation and fill involved. 
 

(F) Detailed plans of all drainage provisions, retaining walls, cribbing, vegetative practices, erosion and sediment 
control measures, location of approved fences around sediment basins, steep excavations, or ponding areas, and 
other protective devices to be constructed in connection with, or as a part of the proposed work, together with a 
map showing the drainage area of land tributary to the site, and estimated cubic foot per second runoff of the 
area served by any drain, computed in accordance with the current Storm Water Drainage Manual.  

 

(G) A timing schedule and sequence indicating the anticipated starting and completion dates of the development 
sequence - stripping and/or clearing, rough grading and construction, final grading and vegetative 
establishment, and maintenance, and the time of exposure of each area prior to the completion of effective 
erosion and sediment control measures. 
 

(H) Provisions for maintenance of control facilities, including easements and estimates of the cost of maintenance. 
 

(I) All of the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWP3) requirements prescribed in the OEPA NPDES 
Construction General Permit, latest version. 

 

Modifications to the plan shall be processed and approved or disapproved in the same manner as Section 153.06 of these 

regulations, may be authorized by the Village of Indian Hill by written authorization to the permittee, and shall include:  
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(A) Major amendments of the erosion and sediment control plan submitted to the Village of Indian Hill. 
  

(B) Field modifications of a minor nature. 
 

§ 153.05  DESIGN REQUIREMENTS. 

 

Grading, erosion control practices, sediment control practices, and waterway crossings shall meet the design criteria set forth in the 

most recent version of the Ohio DNR Rainwater and Land Development manual, and shall be adequate to prevent transportation of 

sediment from the site to the satisfaction of the Village of Indian Hill. Erosion and sediment controls or BMPs shall also comply 

with the SWP3 requirements prescribed in the OEPA NPDES Construction General Permit, latest version.  

 

The following principles are effective in minimizing erosion and sedimentation and shall be included where applicable in the control 

plan: 

 

(A) Stripping of vegetation, regrading, or other development shall be done in such a way that will minimize erosion. Whenever 

feasible, natural vegetation shall be retained, protected, and supplemented; 

 

(B) Development plans shall preserve salient natural features, keep cut-fill operations to a minimum, and ensure conformity 

with topography so as to create the least erosion potential; 

 

(C) The smallest practical area of land shall be exposed at any one time and the duration of exposure shall be kept to a practical 

minimum, the topsoil shall be preserved and returned to the surface of areas to be revegetated; 

 

(D) Disturbed soils shall be stabilized as quickly as practicable with temporary vegetation or mulching to protect exposed 

critical areas during development; 

 

(E) The permanent final vegetation and structural erosion control and drainage measures shall be installed as soon as practical 

in the development; 

 

(F) Provisions shall be made to effectively accommodate the increased runoff caused by changed soil and surface conditions 

during and after development.  Where necessary, surface water runoff shall be structurally retarded; 

 

(G) Sediment in the runoff water shall be trapped until the disturbed area is stabilized by the use of debris basins, sediment 

basins, silt traps, or similar measures. 

 

§ 153.06  REVIEW AND APPROVAL. 

 

The Village of Indian Hill will review each application for a site clearance release to determine its conformance with the provisions 

of these regulations. Each application may also be reviewed by the Planning Commission. Within 30 days after receiving an 

application, the Village of Indian Hill shall, in writing: 

 

(A) Approve the application; 
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(B) Approve the application subject to such reasonable conditions as may be necessary to secure substantially the 
objectives of this regulation, and issue the permit subject to these conditions; or 

 

(C) Disapprove the application, indicating the reason(s) and procedure for submitting a revised application and/or 
submission. 

 

Any person subject to item (C) above may appeal to the determination of the Village of Indian Planning Commission. The notice of 

appeal must be received within 30 days from the date of the disapproval of the application. Hearing on the appeal before the 

appropriate authority or his/her designee shall take place within 30 days from the date of receipt of the notice of appeal. The 

decision of the Planning Commission shall be final. 

 

§ 153.07  INSPECTION. 

 

The Village of Indian Hill or designated agent shall make inspections as hereinafter required and either shall approve that portion of 

the work completed or shall notify the permittee wherein the work fails to comply with the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan as 

approved. Plans for grading, stripping, excavating, and filling work bearing the stamp of approval of the Village of Indian Hill shall 

be maintained at the site during the progress of the work. To obtain inspections, the permittee shall notify the Village of Indian Hill 

at least two working days before the following: 

 

(A) Start of construction 
 

(B) Installation of sediment and erosion measures 
 

(C) Completion of site clearing 
 

(D) Completion of final grading 
 

(E) Completion of final landscaping 
 

The permittee or his/her agent shall make regular inspections of all control measures in accordance with the inspection schedule 

outlined on the approved Erosion and Sediment Control Plan(s). The purpose of such inspections will be to determine the overall 

effectiveness of the control plan and the need for additional control measures. All inspections shall be documented in written form 

and submitted to the Village of Indian Hill at the time interval specified in the approved permit. The inspection requirements shall 

be consistent with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 

Construction General Permit, latest version. 

 

The Village of Indian Hill or its designated agent shall enter the property of the applicant as deemed necessary to make regular 

inspections to ensure the validity of the reports filed by the applicant. 

 

§ 153.08  BOND REQUIREMENT. 

 

In order to ensure that emergency measures could be taken by the Village of Indian Hill if the soil erosion and sediment control 

measures were not implemented and maintained according to the agreed upon plan and schedule, a performance bond in the amount 

of the cost of the soil erosion and sediment control measures shall be required.  In this regard, the plan shall be accompanied by 

written instructions to the escrow holder which shall instruct the escrow holder to: convey to the Village of Indian Hill or its 

designee the cash guarantee upon recommendation of the Planning Commission that emergency action by the Village of Hill is 

required to complete the provisions of the plan, or convey to the applicant upon approval, by recommendation of the Planning 

Commission the satisfactory completion of the plan. 
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§ 153.09  SEPARABILITY. 

 

The provisions and sections of these regulations shall be deemed to be separable, and the invalidity of any portion of these 

regulations shall not affect the validity of the remainder. 

 

 

§ 153.10  STOP WORK ORDER; REVOCATION OF PERMIT. 

 

In the event that any person holding a site development permit pursuant to these regulations violates the terms of the permit or 

implements site development in such a manner as to materially adversely affect the health, welfare, or safety of persons residing or 

working in the neighborhood or development site so as to be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to property or 

improvements in the neighborhood, the Village of Indian Hill may suspend or revoke the site development permit. 

 

§ 153.99  PENALTY. 

(A) No person shall construct, enlarge, alter, repair, or maintain any grading, excavation, or fill, or 
cause the same to be done, contrary to or in violation of any terms of these regulations. Any 
person, firm or corporation who fails to comply with, or violates any of the provisions of this 
chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree, and on conviction thereof shall be 
fined $1000 for each violation offense. A separate offense shall be deemed committed for each day 
upon which a violation occurs or continues to occur. In addition to any other penalty authorized by 
this section, any person, partnership, or corporation convicted of violating any of the provisions of 
these regulations shall be required to bear the expense of such restoration.  
 

(B) The City Solicitor is authorized, upon evidence of probable cause of violation, and to prevent future 
violation, to bring an action in a court of appropriate jurisdiction to enjoin violation of the provisions 
hereof. 
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§ 154.098 STORM DRAINAGE. 

 

All storm drainage and management of storm water runoff shall conform to the requirements described in the Village of Indian Hill 

Storm Water Drainage Manual, latest version. 

 

Construction activities disturbing 5,000 square feet or more of total land shall be required to implement post-construction storm 

water management facilities or Best Management Practices (BMPs). Construction activities disturbing one or more acres of total 

land, or will disturb less than one acre of land but are part of a larger common plan of development or sale that will ultimately 

disturb one or more acres of land, shall obtain coverage through the OEPA NPDES Construction General Permit, latest version. The 

threshold acreage includes the entire area disturbed in the larger common plan of development or sale. Post-construction storm 

water management facilities or BMPs shall comply with the Post-Construction Storm Water Management Requirements prescribed 

in the Ohio EPA General Storm Water Permit for Construction Activities. 

 

Post-construction storm water management facilities and BMPs that have been reviewed and approved by the Village of Indian Hill 

shall be required to enter into a maintenance agreement following construction to ensure adequate long-term operation and 

maintenance. The Village of Indian Hill shall utilize its Post-Construction Storm Water Management Facility Maintenance 

Agreement as the mechanism for long-term operation and maintenance requirements of post-construction storm water management 

facilities or BMPs. 
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Section 1 - Introduction 

 

Section 1.1: Purpose 

 

This manual serves as a guidance document for drainage design within the Village of Indian Hill. Generally, 

development should be provided with a storm drainage system that provides adequate, complete and 

satisfactory drainage service for the entire area being developed for all projected land uses and otherwise 

meeting the approval of the officials having jurisdiction.  This Storm Water Drainage Manual shall be used as 

technical guidance and to document the Village of Indian Hill’s standards. These should be considered 

minimum standards and certain conditions may require exceeding these standards.  The Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) “Rainwater and Land Development” Manual is a comprehensive source of general 

standards to use to avoid, minimize, or compensate for impacts to water resources. 

 

This Manual:  

1. Establishes design standards that have been authorized by the Village of Indian Hill to facilitate the 

Village’s compliance with local, state, and federal regulations. 

2. Serves as a reference document for professional consultants in the design of storm system 

infrastructure projects within the Village of Indian Hill’s service area. 

3. Identifies a single set of standards to be used in the planning and design of storm water projects 

within the Village of Indian Hill’s service area. 

 

The Manual is not intended to serve as a step-by-step design methodology nor can this Manual address 

every situation which may arise. The application of sound engineering/surveying principles and judgement 

combined with the information contained herein are necessary to complete the planning, design, and 

preparation of related construction documents for storm water projects.  

 

Section 1.2: Applicability   

 

New development or redevelopment construction activities within the Village shall have an adequate 

drainage system to provide complete drainage for the entire area of development.  Construction activities 

disturbing 5,000 square feet or more of total land or adding more than 1,000 square feet of total impervious 

cover to a single lot shall be required to implement erosion and sediment controls and install post 

construction stormwater detention and water quality controls to manage runoff from all added or altered 

impervious areas. Additionally, construction activities that disturb more than 1 acre of land or are part of a 

larger common plan of development shall obtain coverage through the Ohio Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General Storm Water Permit for Construction 

Activities (Ohio EPA OHC00005 or latest version).  Erosion and sediment controls or Best Management 

Practices (BMPs) shall comply with the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWP3) Requirements 

prescribed in the Ohio EPA General Storm Water Permit for Construction Activities. All post-construction 

storm water management facilities or BMPs shall comply with the Post-Construction Storm Water 

Management Requirements prescribed in the Ohio EPA General Storm Water Permit for Construction 

Activities. 
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Section 1.3: Submittal Documents    

 

All design calculations or storm water modeling results, design drawings, and technical specifications 

corresponding to the storm system improvements shall be submitted to the Village for review.   
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SECTION 2 - DESIGN CRITERIA AND METHODS 

 

Section 2.1: Design Storm Criteria and Methods Overview 

 

The storm drainage system shall be designed to adequately handle the runoff from storms having various 

frequencies of occurrence from different types of development in accordance with the following general 

categories.  Each category has minimum design criteria and methods that shall be followed in order for 

approval of the storm drainage system by the Village of Indian Hill.  The criteria and methods for the general 

categories are summarized below.  The design criteria and methods are detailed in later sections. 

 

Additional controls or localized restrictions may be placed on specific sites, as deemed necessary by the 

Village.  For example, sites where pre-existing downstream problems or hydrologic and hydraulic models 

developed for the area exist. Conditions for design in such cases shall be as required by the Village. 

 

 

1. Open Channels: The 10-Year Storm shall be used for design. The 100-Year Storm shall be used as 

a Check Storm: 

  

• Design Criteria for 10-Year Design Storm: The peak flow rate resulting from the 10-Year Storm 

shall be confined within the open channel’s banks. 

• Design Criteria for 100-Year Check Storm: The peak flow rate resulting from the 100-Year 

Storm shall be confined within the defined easement of the open channel. 

• Method: The Rational Method or SCS Method may be used to calculate runoff rates.  The SCS 

Method shall be used for drainage areas greater than 50 acres.  Manning’s Equation shall be 

used to calculate channel flow and velocity in order to design the open channel. 

 

 

2. Closed Pipe Systems: The 10-Year Storm shall be used for design.  The 25-Year Storm shall be 

used as a Check Storm: 

 

• Design Criteria for 10-Year Design Storm: Hydraulic Grade Line (HGL) shall not exceed the 

crown of the pipe. 

• Design Criteria for 25-Year Check Storm: HGL in any public inlet, catch basin or manhole must 

be a minimum of 1 foot below the rim elevation of the structure. 

• Method: The Rational Method or Soil Conservation Service (SCS) Method may be used to 

calculate peak flow rates.  The SCS Method shall be used for drainage areas greater than 50 

acres.  Manning’s Equation shall be used to calculate pipe flow and velocity in order to design the 

pipe system. Note the Village does not allow installation of storm sewers and catch basin systems 

in most areas, as open channel conveyance is the preferred design standard. 
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3. Inlets: Design methodology utilized shall be consistent with requirements listed in Sections 1103.4 

through 1103.7 of the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Location and Design (L&D) Manual 

Volume Two Drainage Design, latest version. Note the Village does not allow installation of storm 

sewers and catch basin systems in most areas, as open channel conveyance is the preferred design 

standard. 

 

4.  Culverts: The 100-Year Storm shall be used for design; 

 

• Design Criteria and Method: Culverts shall be designed in accordance with Section 1006.2 and 

Section 1105 of the ODOT L&D Manual Volume Two Drainage Design, latest version. 

 

5. Storm Water Management Systems/Detention Basins: The methodology and calculations used for 

the design and sizing of storm water management facilities for detention or retention shall be based 

on the Critical Storm Method as described below. 

   

• Design Criteria: If the post-development storm water runoff volume from a site will be greater 

than the pre-development storm water runoff volume from the same site, the peak flow rate from 

the Critical Storm and all more frequent storms shall be less than or equal to the peak flow rate 

from a 1-Year 24-Hour storm occurring on the same site under pre-development conditions.  The 

post-development peak flow rate from storms of less frequent occurrence (longer return periods) 

than the Critical Storm up to the 100-Year 24-Hour storm shall be less than or equal to the pre-

development peak flow rates from equivalent size storms. 

 

The Critical Storm for a specific development area shall be determined as follows: 

 

a. Determine the total volume of storm water runoff from a 1-Year 24-Hour storm for both pre-

development and post-development conditions. 

 

b. Determine the percent increase in the total volume of storm water runoff due to development 

and select the Critical Storm from Table 2.1. 

 

 

 

 

• Method: The SCS Method shall be used for the purposes of sizing storm water management 

systems/detention basins. 

 

6.  Emergency Spillways: The 100-Year Storm shall be used in the design of emergency spillways for 

storm sewer systems and detention basins: 
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• Design Criteria for Emergency Spillway - Storm Sewer Systems: Inlets in sag shall have an 

overland flow path, where possible, such that the storm water resulting from the 100-Year Storm 

may pass downstream and not exceed the 12-foot spread limit. 

• Design Criteria for Emergency Spillway - Detention Basins: Assuming the outlet control 

structure is clogged, the emergency spillway shall convey the 100-Year Storm flow.  The 100-

Year Storm flow may not overtop the embankment, and downstream impacts must be evaluated 

and taken into design consideration in order to minimize erosion. 

• Method: The Rational Method or SCS Method may be used to calculate the 100-Year Storm 

Event.  The SCS Hydrograph method shall be used to analyze the HGL in order to meet design 

criteria. 

 

7.  Channel Linings: The 10-Year Storm shall be used in the design of channel linings to adequately 

control the erosive flows.  Erosive flows are defined as flows produced during the 10-Year Storm 

event such that the permissible shear stress of the storm water on the channel lining is greater than 

the applied shear stress. 

 

• Design Criteria for 10-Year Storm: The calculated permissible shear stress must be less than 

the calculated applied shear stress. 

• Method: The Rational Method or SCS Method may be used to calculate and compare runoff 

rates.  The SCS Method shall be used for drainage areas greater than 50 acres.  The Applied 

Shear Stress equation may be used to calculate permissible and applied shear stress for the 

channel lining. 

 

8. Easements: All storm water conveyance systems, including closed pipe systems / storm sewers and 

open channel systems, shall have a minimum easement width of 20 feet that extends at least 10 feet 

on both sides of the centerline of the conveyance system. All post-construction storm water 

management facilities and water quality BMPs shall also be placed within an easement that 

encompasses the entire surface area of the facility or BMP. 
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9. Stream Buffers: No development shall occur within stream buffers or riparian buffers (also known as 

stream setback areas) at the discretion of the Village. Stream setback areas shall be defined and 

determined as summarized in Section 2.5 of the Ohio DNR Rainwater and Land Development 

Manual, latest edition. 

 

10.  The 100-Year Storm shall be used in comparison with established flood elevations from property 

owners, observations, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) maps and other viable 

records to minimize the impacts of flooding and storm water. 

 

Section 2.2: Runoff Computation Methods 

 

Numerous methods of rainfall-runoff computation are available on which the design of storm management 

facilities may be based.  The Rational Method and the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) hydrologic methods 

(available in TR-20, TR-55 and HEC-1) are accepted as adequate for determining peak runoff rates for 

drainage areas totaling 50 acres or less. 

 

For drainage systems larger than 50 acres, the SCS hydrologic method shall be used to determine peak 

runoff rates. The method of analysis must remain consistent when drainage areas are combined.  The 

method which applies to the largest combined drainage area shall be used.  The engineer may use other 

methods with prior approval by the Village. 

 

The SCS hydrologic method shall be used for detention or retention basin routing calculations.  

 

 

Section 2.3: Rational Method 

 

The Rational Method may only be used to calculate peak discharge rates for drainage areas of 50 acres or 

less.  The Rational Method shall not be used to calculate the volume of storm water runoff or develop runoff 

hydrographs.  The Rational Method shall be performed as follows: 

 

Q = C i A 

 

Where: 

 

Q =   peak flow rate, cfs 

  

C =   runoff coefficient varying with the amount of imperviousness and other characteristics of the 

drainage area.  Table 2.4 presents ranges for "C" values based on specific land use types. 
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i =   average intensity of precipitation in inches per hour, varying with frequency of storm 

occurrence, duration or concentration time, and area of the tributary watershed.  The rainfall 

intensity shall be obtained from Rainfall Intensity-Duration-Frequency (IDF) Curves provided in 

Section 2.6 for the appropriate design storm. 

 

A =   area in acres of the tributary watershed 

 

Section 2.4: Rational Method Runoff Coefficients (C) 

 

Runoff coefficients (C) for the land uses shown in Table 2.4 must be used unless actual impervious areas are 

calculated and composite (C) factors are determined and submitted. 

 

 

 

 

Section 2.5: Time of Concentration  

 

The time of concentration is the time associated with the travel of runoff from an outer point that best 

represents the shape of the contributing areas.  Runoff from a drainage area usually reaches a peak at the 

time when the entire area is contributing, in which case the time of concentration is the time for a drop of 

water to flow from the hydraulically most remote point in the watershed to the point of interest.  Runoff may 

reach a peak prior to the time the entire drainage area is contributing. Sound engineering judgment should 

be used to determine the time of concentration.  The time of concentration to any point in a storm drainage 
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system is a combination of the sheet flow (overland), the shallow concentrated flow and the channel flow, 

which includes storm sewers. 

 

The Soil Conservation Service TR-55 method for calculating the time of concentration shall be used for all of 

pre-construction and post-construction runoff analyses.  The minimum time of concentration for any area 

shall be 10 minutes.  The maximum flow path for sheet flow (overland) shall be 100 feet in length. 

 

Section 2.6: Average Intensity of Rainfall (i) 

 

The average rainfall intensity for a particular storm occurrence frequency can be determined using the 

calculated time of concentration and the appropriate Intensity-Duration-Frequency (IDF) Curve. The Village 

of Indian Hill’s IDF Curves provided in Figure 2.6, and/or intensity frequency table provided in Table 2.6, shall 

be utilized to determine intensities for the Village of Indian Hill. 
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Section 2.7: Soil Conservation Service (SCS) Method 

 

The Soil Conservation Service (SCS) Method may be used to calculate the peak discharge rates; develop 

runoff hydrographs for basins and sub-basins; determine runoff volumes; and provide inflow information to 

determine the required storage volume for detention and retention basins.  The SCS Method is the preferred 

method for performing hydrologic analysis.  The SCS Method will utilize the formulas, constants, and data as 

currently provided by the U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service.  The SCS method utilizes a 24-hour 

storm duration.  When SCS methods are used, the Type II rainfall distribution shall be used.  The rainfall 

depths for the 24-Hour storm can be found in the Midwestern Regional Climate Center Bulletin 71 - Rainfall 

Frequency Atlas of the Midwest and are included in Table 2.7 below.  The Curve Number (CN) needed for 

SCS computations is based on the surface conditions of the project site.  The CN can be determined from 

tables in SCS TR-55. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 2.8: Channel Lining Hydraulic Method - Permissible Shear Stress 

 

Permissible shear stress, Td, indicates the stress that a lining material can withstand before erosion of the 

lining will occur.  For a channel lining to be stable, the permissible shear stress must be less than the applied 

shear stress.  Permissible shear stress of the most common linings can be found in Section 1102.3.2 of the 

ODOT L&D Manual Volume Two Drainage Design, latest version. 

 

The Applied Shear Stress equation is below: 

 

Td = 62.4 d So 

 

Where:  

 

Td =  Shear stress in a channel at maximum depth, lb/ft2 

  

d=  Maximum depth of flow in the channel for the design discharge, ft 
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So =  Average bottom slope, ft/ft 

 

Section 2.9: Channel and Pipe Hydraulic Method - Manning’s Equation 

 

Overland and/or shallow concentrated flow empties into channels or pipes where it is conveyed to the outlet 

point.  The Manning’s equation shall be used to estimate average flow velocity in the channel or pipe.  A 

channel section typical of the entire channel length shall be used to estimate channel velocity. 

 

Manning’s Equation: 

 

Q = (1.49/n) A R 2/3  S 1/2 

 

Where:  

 

Q =   storm water flow in cubic feet per second 

  

n =   Manning’s roughness coefficient (see Table 3.3) 

 

A=   cross-sectional area of flow in square feet 

 

R =   hydraulic radius (equal to A/P) in feet 

 

P = wetted perimeter in feet 

 

S = channel slope, in feet/feet 

SECTION 3 - OPEN CHANNEL DESIGN  

 

Section 3.1: Purpose of Open Channels 

 

This section describes the technical criteria necessary to design open channels using conventional design 

procedures.  These procedures shall be applied to roadside and rear yard ditches and highly urbanized 

channels.  The objective of open channel flow design is to determine a channel slope and size that will have 

sufficient capacity to prevent flooding damage during the anticipated peak runoff period; and to determine the 

degree of protection based on stream velocity to prevent erosion in the drainage channel. 

 

Natural streams and water courses should be left as undisturbed as practical. Open channels shall be 

utilized where feasible, and preference shall be given to open channels with vegetation or natural systems. 
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Section 3.2: Design Storm/Methodology 

 

For all developments, drainage channels and ditches shall be capable of conveying the 10-Year Storm flow 

within their banks, such that the HGL is below the top of the channel.  The peak flow rate resulting from the 

100-Year Storm shall be confined within the defined easement of the open channel. 

 

The Rational Method or SCS Method may be used to calculate runoff rates.  The SCS Method shall be used 

for drainage areas greater than 50 acres.  The SCS Hydrograph method shall be used to analyze the HGL in 

order to meet design criteria.  Manning’s Equation shall be used to calculate channel flow. 

 

Section 3.3: Peak Flow Capacity 

 

Each portion of the storm water system of drainage channels and watercourses shall be capable of handling 

the peak flows as determined by the proper method previously described in Section 2.  Manning’s Equation 

is recommended to calculate the flow rates and is listed in Section 4.3.  Typical roughness coefficients 

applicable to open channels and ditches may be found in the latest version of the HEC-RAS Hydraulic 

Reference Manual. 

 

Section 3.4: Open Channel Linings, Design Slopes, and Velocities 

 

When open drainage channels require various lining types to attain ultimate design capacity, the earth 

sections of the drainage channel and its structure shall be designed and constructed to the ultimate design 

capacity required.  Lining is required in initial construction and must be maintained throughout construction.  

Durable channel linings shall be designed to control flows resulting from the 10-Year Storm Event.  The 

design of channel linings shall meet both the velocity and shear stress requirements, using the methodology 

described in Section 2. 

 

Durable channel lining is required along the side slopes and bottom of the open channel up  

to the peak elevation of the 10-Year Storm Event.  Durable channel lining may be low maintenance ground 

cover, sod, soil bioengineered systems, or turf reinforcement mats.  Rip-Rap and Aggregate Channel Lining 

are to be limited to areas immediately downstream of an outlet pipe to reduce velocities and erosion 

potential. 

 

Open channels shall have side slopes no steeper than 4:1 (horizontal to vertical).  The minimum slope for 

open channels shall be 1.0 percent except for natural streams. All open channels having a velocity of 5 feet 

per second or less shall be sodded, except that channels may be seeded if the velocity is under 2 feet per 

second. All open channels with a velocity over 5 feet per second shall be lined. If the design parameters are 

beyond the limits of natural vegetation, then a non-degradable durable material must be used. 
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SECTION 4 - STORM SEWER SYSTEM DESIGN 

 

Section 4.1: Purpose of Storm Sewer Systems 

 

The Village does not allow installation of storm sewers and catch basin systems in most areas, as open 

channel conveyance is the preferred design standard, however in select cases storm sewer systems may be 

allowed. Storm sewer systems are designed to collect and convey storm water runoff from street inlets, storm 

water management facilities, and other locations where the accumulation of storm water is undesirable.  The 

objective is to remove runoff from an area fast enough to avoid unacceptable amounts of ponding damage 

and inconvenience while preventing adverse off-site impacts. 

 

Section 4.2: Peak Discharge Calculations 

 

The method of runoff calculation for determining peak discharge (Q) for a drainage area shall 

be the methods described in Section 2. 

 

Section 4.3: Design Methodology/Design Storm 

 

Public storm sewer pipes shall be designed to carry peak flows as determined by methods previously 

described.  All storm sewers shall be designed for the 10-Year Storm event, such that the HGL remains 

below the crown of pipe during peak flow.  The 25-Year Storm shall be used as a check storm to confirm 

storm water containment at a minimum of 1 foot below the rim opening to prevent surcharging. 

 

The Rational Method or SCS Method may be used to calculate runoff rates.  The SCS Method shall be used 

for drainage areas greater than 50 acres.  Manning’s Equation shall be used to calculate pipe flow and 

velocity in order to design the pipe system. 

 

Storm sewer pipe material shall be reinforced concrete if under pavement or roadways, and may be 

concrete, HDPE, or PVC if not under pavement.  A listing of the Manning’s Equation roughness coefficients 

for various pipe materials may be found in Table 4.3 below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Storm sewers shall have a minimum pipe cover of 12 inches between the top of the pipe and the pavement 

subgrade if under pavement and shall have a minimum pipe cover of 24 inches between the top of the pipe 
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and the ground surface in unpaved areas.  Storm sewers shall be designed to provide a minimum 10-foot 

horizontal clearance from other utilities and an 18-inch vertical clearance from other utilities. 

 

Section 4.4 Hydraulic Grade Line (HGL) for Design Storm  

 

The hydraulic design of a storm sewer system consists of determining the location, sizes, slopes, and 

elevations for a system of underground conduits necessary to transport surface runoff to a downstream 

location.  Storm sewers shall be designed such that storm water flows by gravity in the pipe, rather than 

pressure.  The crown line of the upstream pipe shall match the crown line of downstream pipe. 

 

Section 4.5: Pipe Velocities 

 

The minimum velocity in public storm sewer pipes shall be 3.0 feet per second at full flow.  The maximum 

velocity in public storm sewer pipes shall be 12.0 feet per second.  Excessive velocities shall be avoided to 

prevent hydraulic problems and to prevent erosion at system outfalls.  Velocities shall be non-erosive at the 

re-entrance into the receiving channel.  An outlet velocity of 5.0 feet per second or less is considered to be 

non-erosive. 

 

In cases where the outlet velocity is greater than 5.0 feet per second, the downstream receiving channel or 

stream must receive adequate protection against erosion through the use of erosion prevention practices or 

energy dissipation devices. 

 

Section 4.6: Pipe Slopes 

 

Storm sewers shall have a minimum slope of one-half percent (0.5%).  A slope of less than one half percent 

may only be permitted upon prior review and approval by the Village.  Storm sewers shall have a maximum 

slope of 25 percent provided the maximum velocities are not exceeded.  Storm sewers on slopes over 20 

percent shall be anchored securely with concrete anchors.  Drop manholes may be required to avoid 

excessive storm sewer slopes. 

 

Section 4.7: Minimum Pipe Sizing 

 

Minimum storm sewer pipe size shall be 12 inches in diameter.  The only circumstance when smaller 

diameter pipes may be used are for flow attenuation purposes within a post-construction storm water 

management facility. 

 

Section 4.8: Manhole Placing, Spacing and Sizing 

 

Storm sewer manholes shall have a maximum spacing and sizing as follows: 
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1. Place manholes at the following locations: 

  

 a.  Where two storm sewers intersect. 

 b. At changes in pipe size. 

 c. Where slope changes. 

 d. Where horizontal alignment changes. 

 

2. The minimum diameter of manholes shall be 48 inches.  Refer to the National Precast Concrete 

Associate (NPCA) manhole sizing standards and recommendations. 

 

3. For storm sewers less than or equal to 48 inches in diameter, maximum spacing of manholes shall be 

300 feet. 

 

4. For storm sewers greater than 48 inches in diameter, maximum spacing of manholes shall be 400 

feet. 

 

Section 4.9: Inlet Capacity 

 

Inlets shall be designed according to requirements listed in Sections 1103.4 through 1103.7 of the Ohio 

Department of Transportation (ODOT) Location and Design (L&D) Manual Volume Two Drainage Design, 

latest version. 

 

Inlets at low points or sags shall have extra capacity as a safeguard for street flooding from flows overtopping 

the street curb.  An emergency spillway designed for the 100-Year Storm shall be placed at all low points or 

sags.  Curb openings or combination inlets should be used for overflows in the event that the grate is 

clogged.  Special inlets may be required for streets with steep gradients to provide the extra capacity such 

situations require.  Where avoidable, inlets shall not be placed along streets where driveways and/or aprons 

conflict with mountable roll or depressed curbing.  Roll curb and gutter inlet grates, as a general rule, shall be 

placed at a maximum interval of 300 feet, provided a minimum 10-year design storm flow capacity has also 

been achieved.   

 

Section 4.10: Storm Sewer Outfalls 

 

When a storm sewer system outfalls into a floodplain of any major watercourse, the outfall must be high 

enough to prevent tailwater conditions that impact HGL requirements of the storm sewer system.  Headwalls 

and/or headwalls with wingwalls including rock channel protection and aprons as erosion control shall be 

constructed for all outfalls.  Suitable baffles or other energy dissipaters shall be provided if the velocity of the 

storm water discharge is greater than 5.0 feet per second.  Outlet pipes that are smaller than 6 inches shall 

be adequately protected from clogging, and shall also include cleanouts spaced a minimum of 100 feet for 

maintenance access. 



Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—September 28, 2020 

Committee Reports—Law 

 

Section 4.11: Culvert and Bridge Design Criteria 

 

Culverts, including proper backfill, shall be designed in accordance with Section 1105 of the ODOT L&D 

Manual Volume Two Drainage Design, latest version.  The maximum allowable headwater shall not exceed 

1.2 times the structure rise unless specifically approved by the Village of Indian Hill on a case-by-case basis.  

Downstream channels must receive appropriate protection or energy dissipation if the design outlet 

discharge would cause erosive conditions (velocity of discharge is greater than 5.0 feet per second). Any 

culvert or bridge that is located in a FEMA floodplain must be analyzed using methodologies acceptable to 

FEMA and the Village Floodplain Administrator. 

 

Section 4.12: Design of Private Storm Sewer Systems 

 

Storm drainage systems on private sites that will not be accepted for maintenance and operation by the 

Village of Indian Hill shall be designed to mitigate impacts of flooding and property losses on off-site 

properties and drainage facilities.  Storm sewer systems on these sites shall be designed using the design 

criteria and methods previously described in Section 2 and shall be submitted to the Village of Indian Hill for 

review. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 5 - POST-CONSTRUCTION STORM WATER MANAGEMENT 

FACILITIES  

 

Section 5.1: Purpose of Storm Water Management Facilities 
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The purpose of post-construction storm water management facilities is to mitigate damage caused by 

flooding.  Retention and detention basins are important storm water management facilities for flood control 

purposes. 

 

Storm water management facilities shall be designed so that no standing water remains in detention basins 

during dry weather (72 hours following most recent rainfall) or that standing water in retention basins shall 

not be allowed to stagnate and present health hazards.  The use of other methods of controlling peak 

discharge rates, such as bioretention swales and structures, may be used if approved by the Village.  The 

amount of water to be detained shall be determined by the methods described herein using the design 

criteria described in Section 2. 

 

Based upon location in the contributing watershed, alternative storm water management practices may be 

required by the Village if it is determined or can be demonstrated that detention of runoff will be detrimental 

to the overall hydrologic response of the watershed. 

 

Section 5.2: Design Methodology/Design Storm 

 

The methodology and calculations used for the design and sizing of storm water management facilities for 

detention or retention shall be based on the Critical Storm Method as described below. The SCS Method 

shall be used for the purposes of sizing storm water management systems/detention basins. 

   

If the post-development storm water runoff volume from a site will be greater than the pre-development storm 

water runoff volume from the same site, the peak flow rate from the Critical Storm and all more frequent 

storms shall be less than or equal to the peak flow rate from a 1-Year 24-Hour storm occurring on the same 

site under pre-development conditions.  The post-development peak flow rate from storms of less frequent 

occurrence (longer return periods) than the Critical Storm up to the 100-Year 24-Hour storm shall be less 

than or equal to the pre-development peak flow rates from equivalent size storms. 

 

The Critical Storm for a specific development area shall be determined as follows: 

 

1. Determine the total volume of storm water runoff from a 1-Year 24-Hour storm for both pre-

development and post-development conditions. 

 

2. Determine the percent increase in the total volume of storm water runoff due to development and 

select the Critical Storm from Table 2-1. 
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Hydrographs for the 1-Year, 2-Year, 5-Year, 10-Year, 25-Year, 50-Year, and 100-Year Storm events shall be 

routed through the proposed storm water management facilities using the SCS Method to confirm the Critical 

Storm method requirements are achieved. 

 

Section 5.3: Detention/Retention Basin Design Standards 

 

The following conditions are required for storm water runoff control facilities: 

 

1. The outlet control structure shall be sized to accommodate a flow equal to the 100-Year Storm post-

development discharge. 

 

2. The outlet control structure shall be designed to handle the 100-Year Storm event so that no flow 

passes through the emergency spillway.  The emergency spillway shall be designed to handle the 

100-Year Storm event without overtopping the embankment.  Erosion protection and any necessary 

energy dissipation shall be provided for spillways and any receiving watercourse.  Spillways shall not 

be placed over a dam.  Vegetated emergency spillways shall be embedded in in-situ soils. 

 

3. The dam crest elevation shall not be less than one foot above the highest water surface elevation 

during the 100-Year Storm event. 

 

4. Detention basins shall be fully discharged within 72 hours after the storm event. 

 

5. The detention basin shall be the first item of construction and shall be designed to function as the 

sediment basin throughout construction.  The basin design must be checked for capacity due to 

additional runoff generated by disturbed site conditions. 

 

6. The detention basin shall be easily accessible for maintenance.  All basins shall be designed and 

constructed with side slopes no greater than 3:1 (horizontal to vertical). 
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7. Dam permit if required by the latest regulations available from the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources. The dam permit must be submitted and approved by the Ohio DNR Dam Safety Program. 

 

Section 5.4: Maintenance Responsibilities 

 

The owner of a storm water runoff control facility shall be responsible for properly maintaining each storm 

water runoff control facility in order for such facility to function according to its design and purpose.  

Maintenance provisions for each facility shall be noted on the submittal plans, including suitable access as 

approved by the Village. The submittal plans shall also clearly show the location and extent of drainage 

easements around the storm water runoff control facility. 

 

Post-construction storm water management facilities and BMPs that have been reviewed and approved by 

the Village shall be required to enter into a maintenance agreement following construction to ensure 

adequate long-term operation and maintenance.  The Village shall utilize its Post-Construction Storm Water 

Management Facility Maintenance Agreement as the mechanism for long-term operation and maintenance 

requirements of post-construction storm water management facilities or BMPs.  Failure to comply with the 

requirements of the Post-Construction Storm Water Management Facility Maintenance Agreement by the 

owner of the storm water management facility or BMP will be subject to the penalties prescribed in Section 

154.99 of the Village’s ordinances. 
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SECTION 6 - WATER QUALITY BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

(BMPs) 

 

Section 6.1: Purpose of Water Quality BMPs  

 

The purpose of post-construction water quality BMPs is to reduce the pollution associated with storm water 

runoff from new development and re-development projects. Post-construction storm water runoff treatment 

requirements are the result of Ohio EPA storm water regulations that require the Village to develop a storm 

water runoff quality treatment standard for all applicable new development and re-development projects. 

 

Construction activities disturbing one or more acres of total land or will disturb less than one acre of land but 

are part of a larger common plan of development or sale that will ultimately disturb one or more acres of land, 

shall be required to implement post-construction water quality BMPs. The threshold acreage includes the 

entire area disturbed in the larger common plan of development or sale.  Construction activities that meet this 

threshold shall obtain coverage through the Ohio EPA National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

General Storm Water Permit for Construction Activities, latest version.  Post-construction water quality BMPs 

shall comply with the Post-Construction Storm Water Management Requirements prescribed in the Ohio EPA 

General Storm Water Permit for Construction Activities. 

 

Section 6.2: Water Quality Design Standards 

 

The design of water quality BMPs are required to be consistent with all standards and specifications included 

in the Ohio DNR Rainwater and Land Development Manual, latest edition. Post-construction water quality 

BMPs shall be selected, sized, and designed to completely capture the water quality volume (WQv) prior to 

discharging from the site. The WQv used for sizing post-construction water quality BMPs shall be computed 

as follows: 

 

Rv = 0.05 + 0.9i 

 

Where: 

 

Rv =  volumetric runoff coefficient 

 

i =  the fraction of post-construction impervious surface 

 

WQv = Rv x P x A / 12 

 

Where: 
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WQv =  water quality volume (acre-feet) 

 

Rv =  volumetric runoff coefficient; 

 

P =  0.90 inch rainfall depth; and 

 

A =  drainage area to BMP (acres). 

 

 

 

Post-construction water quality BMPs typically include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

• Wet extended detention basins; 

• Dry extended detention basins; 

• Constructed extended detention wetlands; 

• Permeable pavements; 

• Sand and other media filtration; 

• Bioretention areas/cells; 

• Infiltration basins; and 

• Infiltration trenches. 

 

For detailed requirements and design guidance on these types of post-construction water quality BMPs, refer 

to the following documents: 

 

• Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

General Storm Water Permit for Construction Activities, latest version. 

• Ohio Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Rainwater and Land Development manual, latest 

edition. 

• Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Location and Design (L&D) Manual Volume Two 

Drainage Design (Section 1117), latest version. 

 

For those areas of development and re-development that result in a new or expanded discharge from the 

MS4 to high-quality waters, additional provisions may be required to protect existing in-stream water uses 

and the level of water quality necessary to protect the existing uses. 
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SECTION 7 - EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL 

 

Construction activities disturbing one or more acres of total land or will disturb less than one acre of land but 

are part of a larger common plan of development or sale that will ultimately disturb one or more acres of land, 

shall be required to implement erosion and sediment controls or Best Management Practices (BMPs).  The 

threshold acreage includes the entire area disturbed in the larger common plan of development or sale.  

Construction activities that meet this threshold shall obtain coverage through the Ohio EPA National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System General Storm Water Permit for Construction Activities (Ohio EPA OHC00005 

or latest version).  Erosion and sediment controls or BMPs shall comply with the Storm Water Pollution 

Prevention Plan (SWP3) Requirements prescribed in the Ohio EPA General Storm Water Permit for 

Construction Activities.  Erosion and sediment controls shall be selected and designed to be consistent with 

standards and specifications included in the Ohio DNR Rainwater and Land Development manual, latest 

edition. 
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SECTION 8 - EXAMPLE RESIDENTIAL STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

FACILITY DESIGNS  

 

Management of stormwater runoff from residential properties had become increasingly important given the 

unique nature of development within the Village. As a mostly residential community, management of 

residential stormwater runoff helps protect the community’s streams and reduce negative impacts to 

neighboring properties. The information in this section has been prepared to assist with residential 

stormwater designs.  

 

Section 8.1: Example Surface Stormwater Management Facility 

 

Surface stormwater facility should be sized to meet all requirements outlined in Section 5 and Section 6 of 

this manual. The following is an example typical design plan that can be modified to suit. The size of the 

feature and the size and elevation of the discharge outlets should be determined using engineering 

calculations based on the specific site improvements. The stormwater control facility should be sized to 

manage the flow from all additional or re-developed impervious areas of the site. See appendix for full size 

details.  
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Section 8.2: Example Underground Stormwater Management Facility 

 

Underground stormwater facility should be sized to meet all requirements outlined in Section 5 and Section 6 

of this manual. The following is an example typical design plan that can be modified to suit. The size of the 

feature and the size and elevation of the discharge outlets should be determined using engineering 

calculations based on the specific site improvements. Underground storage should only be utilized when the 

topography allows sufficient relief for the outlet to freely drain. The stormwater control facility should be sized 

to manage the flow from all additional or re-developed impervious areas of the site. See appendix for full size 

details. 

 

 

 

 

Section 8.3: Request For Exemption 

 

The residential stormwater management requirements presented in this manual are in place to protect the 

community from the potential negative impacts of additional stormwater runoff. If a project site is 

exceptionally unique and the designer believes it is not feasible to install the required stormwater controls, 

please contact the Village Engineer to request an exemption. Please note that exemptions will only be 

considered if documentation and supporting information is presented that demonstrates significant 

challenges preventing the installation of the required stormwater controls.  
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The Buildings and Grounds Committee met at 7:30 a.m. on September 9, 2020 via remote webinar access. All 

members were present.  Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Gully, Mr. Adkins, Mr. Steuerwald, Mr. Alley and Mrs. 

Wade-Dorman were the staff members in attendance.   

 
1. The Departmental Activity and Project Management reports were sent to the Committee prior to the 

meeting to allow time for 2021 budget discussions (Reports Attached).  

 
2. Staff presented the preliminary 2021 operating and capital improvement budget.  Presentations included 

the departments listed below with significant recommendations as follows: 
 

a. Shooting Range – 1) addition of part time hours for field maintenance and programming; 2) 
increase in ammunition and clay targets which are offset by revenues and 3) repaving of rifle/pistol 
driveway and parking area.  Overall, the initial operating 2020 year-end estimate to 2021 budget 
comparison equates to a 19% increase. This difference represents the Club being closed for ten 
weeks due to COVID-19 and having to budget fully for all accounts in 2021 with an expectation of 
being open all year.    The Shooting Range is self-sufficient with the revenues from memberships 
and user fees being used toward expenditures.  No General Fund revenues subsidize this account. 

b. Parks – Equipment requests include a backpack blower and pole saw.   Facility improvements 
include Camp Dennison Park restroom roof repairs and partitions in addition to the annual walking 
path repair program.  Overall, the initial operating 2020 year-end estimate to 2021 budget 
comparison equates to a 10% increase. This difference represents reduced sport usage in the parks 
due to COVID-19 and having to budget fully for all sports maintenance accounts in 2021. 

c. Recreation – Due to COVID-19, all spring sports were cancelled.  Consequently, it resulted in 
significantly reduced revenues as well as expenditures.  This created a 70% increase from 2020 
year-end estimate to 2021 budget due to having to budget fully for all sports in 2021.  Mr. Alley is 
working with the Commission chairpersons to determine revised fee increases for basketball, 
volleyball, and lacrosse.  These will be presented to Council for approval.   The General Fund 
supplements only personnel costs as all sports budgets must remain self-sustaining. 

d. Buildings and Grounds – Livingston Lodge rental refunds were higher in 2020 due to COVID-19 
cancellations.  Other building improvements include Public Works garage repairs and exhaust fan/
duct smoke detector repairs.  Reductions from 2020 to 2021 include the elimination of T-1 lines 
and telephone line at the Lodge.  Overall, the operating 2020 year-end estimate to 2021 budget 
comparison equates to a 10% decrease.   

e. Bridle Trails – There are no significant changes from 2020 to 2021 except for the completion of 
the Clippinger Field entrance repaving project in 2020.  This results in 2020 year-end estimate to 
2021 budget decrease of 19%.     

f. Green Areas – Contractual service request includes re-budgeting the Village wide urban forestry 
study from 2020 to 2021 as recommended at Council’s strategic planning session.  In addition, 
recommended purchases include a skid steer grapple bucket and tree watering system for the 
Reforest the Hill Program.  This creates an increase in the operating 2020 year-end estimate to 
2021 budget. No General Fund revenues subsidize this account. 

g. Grand Valley – Contractual services include fish stocking which occurs every two years.  
Improvements include the construction of an equipment shelter behind the boat barn and cameras 
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placed at the entrance. Overall, the operating 2020 year-end estimate to 2021 budget comparison 
equates to a 23% increase.  COVID-19 caused visitors and park amenity usage to increase 
significantly over the year.   

h. Rowe Arboretum – Improvements include trail and drainage repairs and paving the gate entrance 
(delayed from 2020).  Equipment requests include the second phase of an eight-year deer fence 
replacement program. Overall, the operating 2020 year-end estimate to 2021 budget comparison 
equates to a 25% decrease due to the need to delay projects because of COVID-19.  

 

3. Staff indicated that these recommendations remain preliminary and changes continue to be made to line 
items to ensure cost efficiencies.  Revised preliminary budgets will be submitted at the October Committee 
meeting for review.   
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Committee Reports—Buildings & Grounds 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE MEETING  
SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 

ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 

 
Buildings and Grounds 

• Performed routine maintenance at all facilities 

• Installed hand sanitizer dispensers at the Administration Building  

• Prepared Livingston Lodge for retirement party  

• Removed gutter from Administration Building 
 
Green Areas Maintenance 

• Trimmed jumps at Clippinger Field 
 
Park Maintenance 

• Performed routine maintenance at all park facilities 

• Installed new trees at Whitacre Park 
 
Recreational Field Maintenance 

• Continued routine field maintenance 
 
Bridle Trails Maintenance 

• Cleared the M-Trails  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—September 28, 2020 

 

Committee Reports—Buildings & Grounds 



Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—September 28, 2020 

BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE MEETING 
September 9, 2020 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 
 
GRAND VALLEY  
 
Attendance:                     July 2020             August 2020 
 Total*                               2796                           3271 
  Daily Average**                                     73                      80 
 Weekend Average***                                  278                             309   
 *Denotes Actual Preserve Facility Users (card swipes) 
 **Denotes Each Day Monday thru Friday    

***Denotes Both Saturday & Sunday Together 
 

The Indian Hill Boy Scout Troop was given a tour of Grand Valley by Chief Schlie on 8/5/20.  
 

GREEN AREA GIFTS 
1. 5700 Drake Road:  Staff is working on finalizing the license agreement with Steve Black for the 

3.4175-acre gift.  
2. 9485 Whitegate Lane: Staff has the executed deeds for the 2-acre green area gift from Ms. 

Milenkevich.  They have been sent to Hamilton County to be recorded.   
 
REDBIRDHOLLOW 
Staff is reviewing the preliminary evaluation submitted by Beaver Creek Hydrology. 
 
REFOREST THE HILL PROGRAM 
As of last week, the Reforest the Hill has received $38,821.54 in donations. The Daley Foundation’s donated 
street trees along Crabtree Lane are scheduled for planting this week by Natorps. Jason Donovan continues the 
process of ordering the current listing of trees in preparation of planting in late September/ October. The last 
day to donate to the 2020 Reforest the Hill program is Friday, September 11, 2020. 
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The Public Works Committee met at 7:00 a.m. on September 8, 2020 via remote webinar access.  All 

members were present including Mayor Cowan and Mr. Hidy.  Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Gully, Mr. 

Adkins, and Mrs. Wade-Dorman were the staff members in attendance.   

1. Staff provided the Departmental Activity and Project Management reports after the meeting to allow time 

for budget discussions (Reports attached).   

2. Mrs. Wade-Dorman presented an Ordinance to update the Village’s stormwater regulations.  The Village 
agreed to participate in Hamilton County’s Regional Stormwater District in 2003 and adopted HCSWD 
Rules and Regulations in 2013.  Ohio EPA mandates that all Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems 
(MS4) permit holders review and update their rules and regulations to compile with any State permit 
updates every five years. 

 

 With Hamilton County’s most recent updates to the Rules and Regulations, the Village has the ability to 
adopt alternative rules and regulations than that of the HCSWD as long as they are as stringent as the 
County, do not contradict with Stormwater District regulations and address all general permit 
requirements. Such changes center on 1) giving the Village more authority to enforce and protect the 
environment from polluted waterways; 2) updating soil erosion and sediment controls; 3) developing a 
new stormwater drainage manual.  Such changes are more rigorous when it comes to issues that occur 
during tear downs and rebuilds, most particularly in the one-acre district.  This legislation will be 
presented under Law Committee.   

 

3. Staff presented the preliminary 2021 Public Works operating and capital improvement replacement budget 

(CIRF).  It includes the departments listed below with significant requests as follows: 

a. Street Maintenance and Repair – 1) increase in blacktop repairs to assist throughout the Village 
and 2) decrease in tree maintenance due to historic usage.  Equipment requests include replacement 
of sign machine, tire balancer, drill press, and tracks for skid steer.  Overall, the initial operating 
2020 year-end estimate compared to the 2021 budget equates to a 5% increase.   

 
 Under the CIRF, requests include $1.06 million for the Village’s overall street resurfacing program 

that accommodates concrete curb, flex mat and crack sealing and paving on approximately seven 
streets, including Loveland Madeira, Willow Run, and Larking Drive.  Other CIRF requests 
include one landslide project, seven culvert repairs, Redbirdhollow erosion, and replacement of a 
backhoe.       

  
b. State Highway Maintenance – The significant decrease in this account from 2020 to 2021 is due 

to the completion of a culvert replacement on State Route 126 in 2020. This account is a state 
mandated and self-sufficient fund that is earmarked for state highways.  Therefore, expenditures 
can only be used for the repairs and maintenance associated with the areas of State Route 126 that 
fall within the Village.  Revenues are derived from state gas and auto taxes only.  No General Fund 
revenues are utilized. 

 
c. Snow Removal – requests for 2021 are very similar as to what was appropriated in 2020.  Overall, 

the initial operating 2020 year-end estimate to 2021 budget comparison equates to an increase.  
This is due to a very mild 2020 winter season, but also having to fully fund the 2021 overtime and 
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salt accounts as weather is unpredictable.  
 

d. Waste/Recycling Collection – 1) increase in recycling disposal charges due to increase in usage 
and 2) replacement of a pressure washer.  Overall, the initial operating 2020 year-end budget to 
2021 budget comparison equates to a 4% increase. Other CIRF requests include replacement of 
one garbage packer. 
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Committee Reports—Public Works 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 

ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 
 

• Picked up brush, bags, limbs, and litter at various locations throughout the Village  

• Trimmed honeysuckle with road mower on Camargo Road, Cunningham Road, Kugler Mill Road, 
and Tangleridge Lane 

• Installed a stack block retaining wall across from 7935 Indian Hill Road 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 
 
2020 Street Resurfacing Project  
Jergensen has started the alternate paving items at Livingston Lodge and the Public Works Facility. Once 
completed staff will begin closing out this project. 
 
Bridge Work: 

Blome Road Bridge – Staff is working with the County and JMT to address the conflict with the existing 
water main and looking at designing a new main across the area of construction.  
 
Given Road Bridge – The Contractor field locate the existing water main on the west side of Given Road 
and could not locate the water main on the east side of the road. FTC&H received and commented on the 
construction plan submittals. The new pipe has been approved for ordering, in preparation of the contractor 
to commence work in September/October depending on the bridge crew’s availability. 
 

Landslide Work: 
Hopewell & South Given Gabion Walls Replacement/Maintenance - The Hopewell Road project 
preliminary design has been submitted to staff for review. The project is scheduled to advertised for bid this 
month.  
 
Indian Hill Road - Public Works staff is working on a small retaining wall in the area of an active slide 
west of Taft Place. 

 
Redbirdhollow - Staff is reviewing the preliminary evaluation submitted by Beaver Creek Hydrology. 

 
Culvert Work: 

Spooky Hollow Road - Staff is still working to get a scope and cost proposal from an engineering firm.  
 
Drake Road Culvert - Strand Associates has submitted a preliminary design to jack and bore under the 
road just south of Tangleridge Lane. Terracon will be in this week to complete soil borings at the culvert 
inlet and along the proposed new alignment in an effort to confirm the depth of rock for design purposes.   
 
Indian Hill Road - Insight Pipe Contracting has completed slip lining an existing 24” diameter, 151 linear 
foot culvert just west of Taft Place.  

Committee Reports—Public Works 



Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—September 28, 2020 

 

Committee Reports—Public Works 



Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—September 28, 2020 

The Water Works Committee met at 8:00 a.m. on September 8, 2020 via remote webinar access.  All members 

were present, including Mayor Cowan, Mrs. Sewell, and Mr. Hidy.  Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Gully, Mr. 

Adkins, and Mrs. Wade-Dorman were the staff members in attendance.   

1. The Departmental Activity and Project Management reports were sent prior to the meeting for review to 

allow time for budget discussions (Reports attached).  

 
2. Mr. Adkins presented the preliminary 2021 Water Works operating and capital budget.  Highlights are as 

follows: 
 

a. 2020 year-end salaries are expected to be underbudgeted due to time needed to fill vacant Plant 
Operator position  

b. Addition of new Ohio EPA mandate called Risk and Resiliency Analysis 
c. Ohio EPA lab certification – every three years 
d. Cleaning and repair of two wells compared to one in 2020 
e. Building improvement requests include replacing generator switch gear at water tower, rebuilding 

pressure zone booster pump, replacing on A/C unit, and replacing switches in water treatment plant 
dehumidifier 

f. Under the Capital Improvement Replacement Fund (CIRF), items being requested include: 1) 
water main replacement on Main Street in Montgomery;  2) secondary metered connection 
improvement on Perin Road; 3) engineering for Miami Road water main replacement - south of 
Indian Hill Road and 4) replacement of crew truck 

 
 The total 2021 preliminary operating budget of $2.4 (less sewer reimbursements to MSD & Madeira) 

reflects a 11% increase compared to the 2020 year-end estimate.    In addition to the items listed above, 
overtime wages, supplies and contractual services were not fully utilized in 2020 due to COVID-19 
delays/cancellations as well as reduced maintenance needs.  However, budget amounts for these accounts 
remain the same in 2021 due to unpredictability relating to weather, vehicle/equipment repairs and the 
number of water main breaks.  The total 2021 CIRF budget of $1.6 million reflects an 13% decrease 
compared to the 2020 year-end estimate (less 2020 bond refinancing). 

 

3. Staff indicated that these recommendations remain preliminary and changes continue to be made to line 
items to ensure cost efficiencies.  Revised preliminary budgets will be submitted at the October Committee 
meeting for review.  

4. Mr. Krehbiel requested to convene into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing property 
acquisition. Mrs. Sewell seconded the motion, the motion passed, and the Committee convened into 
Executive Session. 
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Committee Reports—Water Works & Utility Deregulation 

WATER WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 

ACTIVITIES REPORT 

 

Distribution System 

• Continued blacktop and dirt restorations  

• Replaced fire hydrant on Spooky Hollow Road 

• Continued water main inspections on Algonquin Drive and in Madeira 

 

Plant Operations 

• Gathered PFOS samples from raw and finished water sample points   
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WATER WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 
Algonquin Water Main Replacement  
The Contractor, JNT Excavating, LLC has completed pressure testing, flushing and sanitizing the new water 
main. The new main has been connected on to the existing main on Graves Road at both ends and the 
contractor has started completing the water service lines installations to the houses.  
 
2020 Well # 9 Rehabilitation Project  
Staff has scheduled the pre-construction meeting for Wednesday the September 9, 2020. The pre-testing and 
pump removal was completed last year in 2019.    The pump and motor are scheduled to ship from Byron 
Jackson on Sept. 14th and Moody is scheduled to receive them on Sept. 18th. The pre/post video inspection and 
well cleaning are scheduled to be performed Sept. 21st.  The new pump and motor installation and after flow 
test will be completed by September 30th.  
  
2020 Water Treatment Softener Rehabilitation Project 
Staff is waiting on a material delivery date and schedule from the contractor.  
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The Public Safety Committee met at 7:00 a.m. on September 10, 2020 via remote webinar access.  All 

members were present, including Mayor Cowan and Mrs. Sewell.  Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Gully, 

Colonel Schlie, and Chief Oughterson were the staff members in attendance.   

1. The Fire/EMS and Ranger reports were distributed prior to the meeting to allow time for the 2021 budget 

review (Reports attached).  No discussions took place. 

2. Colonel Schlie presented the preliminary 2021 Police Department operating and CIRF budget.  Significant 

highlights and requests included: 

a. Several 2020 year-end line items are underbudget due to shutdowns/delays in various industries 

caused by COVID-19 

b. Costs associated with union contract provisions 

c. Costs associated with updating computers and other technology equipment 

d. Costs associated with replacing body armor 

 
Overall, the Police Department’s initial operating 2020 year-end estimate compared to the 2021 budget is 

a 5.1% increase.  Requests in the Capital Improvement Replacement Fund (CIRF) include replacement of 

one (1) Ranger Tahoe.    

3. Chief Oughterson presented the preliminary 2021 Joint Fire District budget which is based on the Madeira 

& Indian Hill Joint Fire District Board’s recommendations.  The Village’s operating and capital 

expenditures are based on 50% of the fire district budget with the City of Madeira being responsible for 

the other 50%. 

Overall, the Fire District’s initial operating 2020 year-end estimate compared to 2021 budget equates to a 

5.3% increase.  This increase is due to cellular upgrades within their computer network, vehicle 

maintenance and union contract wage provisions.  These expenditures include the offset of an estimated 

$100,000 in EMS reimbursements.  

4. Staff indicated that other Police and Fire recommendations remain preliminary and changes continue to be 

made to line items to ensure cost efficiencies.   Revised preliminary budgets will be submitted at the 

October Committee meeting for review.   

5. Chief Oughterson provided an overview of the COVID-19 statistics.  The Ohio Dashboard includes a 
breakdown of the total number of cases throughout Ohio since the pandemic began with such cases broken 
down by zip code.  The Chief also receives a daily update from Hamilton County Public Health which 
provides addresses of current cases.  The Hamilton County Communications Center also flags the dispatch 
calls to inform the firefighter/paramedics to wear COVID-19 related personal protective equipment (PPE).  
The Chief indicates that ICU admissions are at 80% capacity which is normal for this time of year.  This 
equates to an adequate amount of hospital beds available during the continuing pandemic.     
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Indian Hill Rangers 

Safety Committee Meeting 

Case Summary 

August 20, 2020 ~ September 8, 2020 
 
9-1-2020 ID Theft/Fraud Non-Jurisdictional case 

8-22-2020 Juvenile case 

8-23-2020 Dog case 

8-25-2020 All Other Criminal 

8-25-2020 General Information case 

8-29-2020 Burglary case – arrest made 

9-1-2020 General Information case 

9-1-2020 Natural Death case 

9-1-2020 DUS case 

9-2-2020 Theft case – license plate 

9-4-2020 ID Theft/Fraud Non-Jurisdictional case 

FTA Failure To Appear 
DUS Driving Under Suspension 
OVI Operating a Vehicle Impaired 
FIR Field Interrogation Report 
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••  The September 15, 2020 Planning Commission Meeting was cancelled due to a lack of agenda items.   
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