VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL
INDIAN HILL VILLAGE COUNCIL
Melissa S. Cowan—Mayor
Donald C. McGraw—Vice Mayor
Richard J. Hidy
Elizabeth C. Isphording
Stephen H. Krehbiel
Shayne O Manning
Monique A. Sewell
Paul C. Riordan—Clerk/Comptroller
Scott D. Phillips—City Solicitor
Dina C. Minneci—City Manager

Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—April 20, 2020

Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—April 20, 2020

Agenda

THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL
INDIAN HILL COUNCIL AGENDA
Via remote webinar access
https://zoom.us/j/925004870?pwd=MjlQb2lmdnNUVXl4eDBjOXViMlpFdz09
For audio please dial – 312-626-6799
Webinar ID: 925 004 870
Password: 807403
April 20, 2020
1.

Pledge of allegiance

2.

Call to order & roll call

3.

Minutes of February 24, 2020 Regular Council meeting

4.

Citizen Participation – move to the end of meeting to coordinate with remote access

5.

Finance Committee – Mrs. Sewell
a. Review Financial Statements for March 2020
b. Report on Finance Committee meeting
c. Resolution Authorizing the Adoption of an Alternative Method of Apportioning the Local
Government Fund (Recommend Resolution Approval)

6.

Law Committee – Mr. Hidy
a. Report on Law Committee meeting
b. Resolution Declaring a State of Emergency in the City of the Village of Indian Hill due to the
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic (Recommend Resolution Approval)
c. Third and Final Reading – Ordinance Approving the Plate of DDB Towhee Woods Subdivision
Recorded in Plat Book 475, Pages 85 and 86 of the Hamilton County, Ohio Recorders Office, and
Accepting the Dedication of Demar Road, Parcel ID No. 529-0152-0091 (Recommend Adoption of
Ordinance)
d. Third and Final Reading – Ordinance Repealing Section 34.40 and 34.41 of the City of the
Village of Indian Hill Codified Ordinances (Recommend Adoption of Ordinance)
e. Third and Final Reading – Ordinance Repealing the Personnel Rules of the Manager and the
Rules of the Personnel Advisory and Appeals Board and to Amend Chapter 35 to Incorporate and
Approve the Civil Service Rules and Regulations of the City of the Village of Indian Hill
(Recommend Adoption of Ordinance)

7.

Buildings and Grounds Committee – Mayor Cowan
a. Report on Buildings and Grounds Committee meeting
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8.

Public Works Committee – Mr. Krehbiel
a. Report on Public Works Committee meeting

9.

Water Works Committee & Utility Deregulation Committee – Mrs. Isphording
a. Report on Water Works and Utility Deregulation Committee meeting
b. First Reading – Ordinance Changing the Rates to be Charged for Water Supplied to
Customers by Amending Section 51.55 Rates of the City of the Village of Indian Hill, Ohio
Code of Ordinances (Ordinance Attached)

10.

Public Safety Committee – Vice Mayor McGraw
a. Report on Public Safety Committee meeting

11.

Planning Commission – Mr. Manning
a. Report on February 20, 2020, March 24, 2020, and April 21, 2020 Planning Commission
meetings

12.

City Manager’s Report
a. National Day of Prayer – May 7, 2020 – cancelled due to COVID-19
b. Armstrong Chapel Memorial Day Observance – May 25, 2020 – refer to Chapel’s website
closer to event due to COVID-19
c. July 4th parade/festival/fireworks – refer to Village website, Bulletin, and e-mail blasts closer to
event due to COVID-19

13.

Request Motion to go into Executive Session for purpose of discussing property sale
and/or acquisition

14.

Adjournment
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MINUTES OF MEETING
INDIAN HILL VILLAGE COUNCIL
February 24, 2020

A meeting of the Indian Hill Village Council was held on February 24, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. The meeting
was held in the Council Chamber of the Village Administration building.

Officials present:

Official on Phone:

Mrs.

Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor

Mr.

Donald C. McGraw, Vice-Mayor

Mr.

Richard J. Hidy, Council member

Mr.

Stephen H. Krehbiel, Council member

Mr.

Shayne O Manning, Council member

Mrs.

Monique A. Sewell, Council member

Mrs.

Elizabeth C. Isphording, Council member

Ms.

Dina C. Minneci, City Manager

Mr.

Scott D. Phillips, City Solicitor

Mr.

Paul C. Riordan, Clerk/Comptroller

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES: The minutes of the r egular meeting of J anuar y 27, 2020 had previously been distributed to
each Council member. Council member McGraw made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded
by Council member Hidy and was approved as corrected, 6-0.

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT: Council member Sewell dir ected Council’s attention to a memo
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titled, “Finance Committee”. She reported that the Finance committee met on February 14, 2020 to review
several items in advance of the Council meeting.

Council member Sewell also directed Council’s attention to the January 2020 financial statements
which were included in the Council packet. Council member Sewell presented the following financial
highlights:

a. Income Tax Receipts: The Village r eceived $333,186, which was appr oximately $75,000
more than received in January 2019. January 2019 receipts were higher due to pre-payments
falling over into January which were made in December 2018 to take advantage of the tax
deduction before the Federal tax changes took place in 2019.
b. Operating Disbursements:

Oper ating expenditur es equated to $1,144,779 which was

$119,000 more than January 2019. This is due to timing of payments.
c. CIRF: Disbur sements totaled $170,658. This r elates to waste collection equipment, a patr ol
vehicle and real estate taxes.

d. Water Works Receipts:

Water usage r eceipts wer e $350,753 which was appr oximately

$145,000 more than January 2019 receipts. This is due to increased usage and the full impact of
the 2019 water rate increase. The rate increase was 15% and was initiated in July so it wasn’t until
later in the year that the full impact was made on the receipts due to the timing of Water Works
billings.
e. Water Works Disbursements: Total oper ating disbur sements of $217,917 wer e $10,000 mor e
than January 2019. This is due to timing of payments.
f. Water Works CIRF: Ther e wer e no CIRF expenditur es this month.
g. Long Term Debt: Ther e was no activity in J anuar y.
h. Cash and Investments: Total month-end cash and investments were $27,640,907 compared to
$27,939,269 in December 2019 and $26,532,736 in January 2019.
i. Rowe Funds: The mar ket value as of J anuar y 31st was $4,163,445. The unrecognized gain was
$1,124,621. Total monthly operating receipts, including dividends, were $10,672 with monthly
operating expenses totaling $9,164 and investment sale net gain of $40,897.
j. Green Areas Funds: The mar ket value as of J anuar y 31st was $3,251,099. The unrecognized
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gain was $1,872,661. Total monthly earnings equated to $327 with monthly expenses totaling
$360.

The financial statements for January 2020 had previously been distributed to each Council member.
There being no exceptions noted, the financial statements were accepted as issued.

Council member Sewell reported that the investment advisors from Bahl & Gaynor provided the
Finance committee with the annual update on the Rowe Arboretum investments.

Overall, the account in 2019 had an income net growth of 9.93% and an overall income growth of
9.75% since the account’s inception in 2005. The Village received $85,526 in annualized income in 2019
which yielded 2.7%. The annualized income is approximately 20% lower than 2018 due to the transfer of
30% of the equity portfolio to Bartlett’s conservative investment strategy in order to provide a more balanced
portfolio which matches the Village’s revised investment strategy. Within the portfolio, no stocks will ever
hold more than 5% of the entire portfolio, and currently, the top ten stocks equate to 36% of the portfolio. The

investment objectives of maximizing current income coupled with minimizing downside capital risk continues
to be a sound strategy.

Council member Sewell reported that the investment advisors from Bartlett provided the Finance
committee its annual update on the investments for the General Fund, Water Works Fund and inactive funds.
Due to the restrictions placed on public investments per the Ohio Revised Code, the General Fund portfolio
consists only of treasury notes, agency notes, municipal bonds, certificate of deposits and money market
funds. Moreover, maturities are limited to five years. Since its inception in 2004, the General Fund’s

performance has had a 2.06% annualized rate of return. The portfolio primarily consists of investments with a
maturity between 1-3 years to account for volatility. In 2019, the average maturity was 1.79 years. This
equated to a yield to maturity average of 1.63%.

Council member Sewell reported that Bartlett also presented its new Rowe Arboretum fixed income
portfolio which was created in March 2019 due to the transfer of 30% of the Rowe fund balance from the Bahl
& Gaynor account. Since inception, it has had a 4.15% annualized rate of return. As this portfolio was
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developed on private donations rather than tax dollars, it can include a broader range of investments than the
General Fund, such as corporate bonds, and hold longer terms. The portfolio consists of investments with
maturity rates ranging from 1-10 years with the average maturity of 4.12 years. This equated to a yield to
maturity average of 1.93% in 2019.

Council member Sewell reported that the Finance and Water Works committees will combine
meetings on March 17, 2020 at 7:00 a.m. in order to have discussions on annual water rate analysis.

Council member Sewell reported that the Finance committee reviewed a draft Ordinance to create the
Recreation Fund in order to accommodate and account for the revenues and expenditures that come from the
Recreation Commission now that its financials have been transitioned into the Village’s account procedures
and financial reporting. She said that the Finance committee recommends emergency passage to create the
Recreation Fund.

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE RECREATION FUND, AND

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was pr esented and r ead.

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Manning, the rules were
suspended by roll call vote 6-0. Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Hidy
the Ordinance was passed by roll call vote 6-0. Mayor Cowan declared Ordinance 03-20 enacted.

LAW COMMITTEE REPORT: Council member Hidy dir ected Council’s attention to a memo titled,
“Law Committee”. He reported that the Law committee met on February 13, 2020 to review several items in
advance of the Council meeting.

Council member Hidy reported that the Law committee convened into Executive Session for the
purpose of discussing the January legal activity report that included discussions on pending litigation.

Council member Hidy reported that Mr. West presented to the Law committee a request to construct a
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breezeway/mudroom and covered porch addition at the Elliott House located at 9400 Given Road. The
Village has a ground lease with the property owner and a façade easement that states its purpose is “to assure
that no change will be made to the exterior of the Elliott House unless that change is in accordance with the
Secretary of the Interior’s Standard for Rehabilitation of Historic Properties and in the style of the
Waldschmidt House in Camp Dennison”. He said that Mr. West presented the plans for the additions, the
“Secretary of the Interiors” criteria for additions, photos of the Elliott House and photos of the Waldschmidt
House. Council member Hidy said that after a brief discussion, the Law committee agreed that the additions
were in conformance with the façade easement requirements.

Council member Hidy reported that staff provided an update on the Charter recommendations. Letters
have been sent to all registered voters in the Village explaining the recommended changes and asking
residents to exercise their right to vote on March 17th. Thus far, staff has only received a few questions
regarding the recommendations.

Council member Hidy reported that as a follow-up to last month’s discussions, Mr. West presented to
the Law committee a draft Resolution which would allow the City Manager to enter into a license agreement

with Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Black for the donation of 3.4175 acre land gift to the Village. The license
agreement would permit Mr. and Mrs. Black, their heirs, guests and invitees, to have a license to maintain the
existing neighborhood sled riding hill on the property. The property would be deed restricted to be left in its
natural state, except for the sled riding hill which will be maintained by Mr. and Mrs. Black. Council member
Hidy said that after discussion, the Law committee recommends the Resolution to Council.

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A
LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH STEPHEN AND SUSAN BLACK AS PART
OF ACCEPTANCE OF A 3.4175 ACRE GIFT OF LAND TO THE CITY OF
THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL was pr esented and r ead.

Upon motion by Council member Hidy, seconded by Council member McGraw, the Resolution was
passed by voice vote 6-0. Mayor Cowan declared Resolution 05-20 adopted.

Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—April 20, 2020

Minutes

Council member Hidy reported that the Law committee reviewed an Ordinance to accept the right-ofway dedication along Demar Road as part of the plat of DDB Towhee Woods subdivision and recommends a
second reading.

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE PLAT OF DDB TOWHEE WOODS
SUBDIVISION RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 475, PAGES 85 AND 86 OF THE
HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO RECORDERS OFFICE, AND ACCEPTING
THE DEDICATION OF DEMAR ROAD, PARCEL ID NO. 529-0152-0091 was

presented and read for the second reading.

Council member Hidy reported that the Law committee reviewed an Ordinance to repeal specific
sections of the Code of Ordinances as they relate to police retirement age. He said that the Law committee
recommends a second reading.

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING §34.40 AND §34.41 OF THE CITY OF THE

VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL CODIFIED ORDINANCES was pr esented and
read for the second reading.

Council member Hidy reported that the Law committee reviewed an Ordinance to repeal the Personnel
Rules of the Manager and the Rules of the Personnel Advisory committee and to combine them under one
Ordinance entitled, Civil Service Rules and Regulations. He said that the Law committee recommends a
second reading of the Ordinance.

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING THE PERSONNEL RULES OF THE
MANAGER AND THE RULES OF THE PERSONNEL ADVISORY AND
APPEALS BOARD AND TO AMEND CHAPTER 35 TO INCORPORATE AND
APPROVE THE CIVIL SERVICE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE
CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL was pr esented and r ead for the
second reading.
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT: Mayor Cowan dir ected Council’s attention to a
memo titled, “Buildings and Grounds Committee”. She reported that the Buildings and Grounds committee
met on February 18, 2020 to review several items in advance of the Council meeting.

Mayor Cowan reported that Mr. Adkins presented the departmental activity report, a copy of which is
included in the Council packet. Mayor Cowan reported that Mr. West and Mrs. Wade-Dorman distributed the
project management report, a copy of which is included in the Council packet.

Mayor Cowan reported that the annual plant sale at Rowe Arboretum will be April 24, 2020 from 2:00
p.m.-7:00 p.m. (Member’s Day) and April 25, 2020 from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (open to public). The
Arboretum also is partnering with the American Conifer Society to host a presentation about garden design
and grafting on February 29, 2020

Mayor Cowan reported that the Rowe Arboretum Advisory committee has new members to fill two
vacancies – Kym Kuenning and Lis Kuhlman. They will begin their terms at the Rowe Arboretum annual

meeting in March.

Mayor Cowan reported that the Buildings and Grounds committee reviewed a request to construct a
breezeway/mudroom and covered porch addition at the Elliott House located at 9400 Given Road which was
previously reported on in the Council meeting by Council member Hidy.

Mayor Cowan reported that Ann Gibson has submitted her resignation as a member of the Green Areas
Advisory committee due to family commitments. Currently, there are two vacancies on the committee, and
staff has asked for input on people who may be interested in serving.

Mayor Cowan reported that the Green Area Advisory committee’s Native Plant subcommittee is
planning a celebration of Arbor Day, Native Plant month and Earth Day by planting tree saplings at Grand
Valley on April 4, 2020. Mayor Cowan said that the committee members are very committed and are the best
committee that she has been involved with in her 13 years with the Village.
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Mayor Cowan reported that the Buildings and Grounds committee convened into Executive Session
for the purpose of discussing property acquisition.
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT: Council member Kr ehbiel dir ected Council’s attention to
a memo titled, “Public W orks Committee”. He reported that the Public Works committee met on February 18,
2020 to review several items in advance of the Council meeting.

Council member Krehbiel reported that Mr. Adkins presented the departmental activity report, a copy
of which is included in the Council packet. Staff cleared trees from the right-of-way in several locations.
Staff also performed cold patching, repaired guardrail and performed pier wall inspection on Muchmore Road.

Council member Krehbiel reported that Mr. Adkins reported that in the 2019-2020 snow season there
had been eight snow events with a total accumulation of 7.75 inches with 440 tons of salt being used. This
compares to 17 snow events with 17 inches of snow and 1,225 tons of salt used this time last year.

Council member Krehbiel reported that Mrs. Wade-Dorman distributed the project management

report, a copy of which is included in the Council packet. Council member Krehbiel summarized the
following infrastructure projects:

a. Keller Road Bridge – In the spr ing, the contr actor will tempor ar ily close the r oad to
complete surface course paving, striping and final restoration.
b. Blome Road Bridge – The project is under design.
c. Given Road Bridge – Staff entered into a service agreement for the design work. In addition, a

notice was sent out to residents adjacent to the bridge in preparation for the surveying work that
will take place over the next couple weeks.
d. Muchmore Road Landslide – The project began in February with an anticipated 30 day road
closure. The contractor has installed 24 of the 36 plugs and has begun installing rock channel
protection along the slope.
e. Hopewell & South Given Gabion Walls Replacement – Staff met with the engineer to evaluate
alternative design options to stabilize the areas. The engineer will provide proposals along with
estimated costs for staff to evaluate.
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f. Remington Road (S.R. 126) Pier Wall Extension and Draining Improvements – Design wor k
is being performed in 2020 with construction anticipated in 2021.

WATER WORKS REPORT: Council member Isphor ding dir ected Council’s attention to a memo
titled, “W ater W orks and Deregulation Committee”. She reported that the Water Works committee met on
February 18, 2020 to review several items in advance of the Council meeting.

Council member Isphording reported that Mr. Adkins presented the departmental activity report, a
copy of which is included in the Council packet. She said that staff repaired three main breaks and performed
fire hydrant repairs. Plant operators responded to 246 customer service calls and completed the installation of
the new brine tank.

Council member Isphording reported that Mrs. Wade-Dorman distributed the project management
report, a copy of which is included in the Council packet.

Council member Isphording reported:

a. Water treatment plant brine storage tank replacement – the fir st tank has been installed and
work continues on ensuring proper operations. The second tank will be installed upon completion
of the first tank.
b. Algonquin Water Main Replacement – staff has r eceived the engineer ing and constr uction
specifications for the project. Bid documents are being prepared to advertise the project in March.

Council member Isphording reported that staff provided the Water Works committee with an update
on the discussions with the City of Madeira regarding the possibility of having the Village taking ownership
of the $15,000,000 water infrastructure within Madeira. Madeira has asked to have the Village take on all
$15,000,000 of the water mains within the next two years. However, the Water Works committee discussed
concerns about this approach and will be scheduling another meeting with Madeira to review other options.
She said that staff continues to work on refining accurate proposals to determine what the needed surcharge
for Madeira residents would be in order for the Village to cover the addition of newly replaced water mains to
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its inventory.

Council member Isphording reported that staff provided the Water Works committee with information
for the annual review of the Village’s water rates which included a ten year cash flow analysis and represents
anticipated operating and capital expenditures through 2029. The water revenues in the forecast are based on
a ten year historical average of actual collections. She said that the Water Works committee also reviewed
water usage data from 2002 through 2019. This spreadsheet highlights the differences in potential revenue
during extremely hot years and extremely wet years.

Council member Isphording said that the Water Works committee reviewed benchmarking material
which showed Indian Hill’s current rate being in the middle of the water distribution systems located
throughout Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, anticipated 2020 rates increases for local jurisdictions were
reviewed.

The Water Works committee discussed various philosophies, with the use of a water rate

calculator, on how to achieve appropriate operating fund ending balances each year. The goal is to have
sufficient funds that allow for effective and efficient water distribution operations while also having the ability
to replace significantly aging infrastructure. The water rate was increased by 5% in 2015, 2016 and 2017, by

8% in 2018 and 15% in 2019. As a reminder, the Village had no increases in 2009-2014. Council member
Isphording said she thought that staff did an outstanding analysis on the water rates. The analysis was great
work by the staff.

Council member Isphording said that the Water Works committee would like to share information and
continue discussions in a combined meeting with the Finance committee to determine the appropriate increase
necessary to maintain the fund’s viability. A combined meeting of the Finance and Water Works committees
is scheduled for Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at 7:00 a.m.

SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT: Council member McGr aw dir ected Council’s attention to a memo
titled, “Safety Committee”. He reported that the Safety committee met on February 13, 2020 to review
several items in advance of the Council meeting.

Council member McGraw reported that Chief Oughterson distributed the January Fire/EMS activity
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report, a copy of which is included in the Council packet. He reported that Chief Oughterson highlighted
EMS runs were 99 for the month. Council member McGraw reported that Chief Oughterson discussed details
regarding a fire on Willow Run Court that was caused by the misuse of extension cords to a chicken coop that
housed electrical heaters. Fire damage was limited to the outside deck, a shed and the rear exterior of the
house.

Council member McGraw reported that Chief Oughterson provided the Safety committee with an
update on the career hiring process. Of the forty-two applicants, six have made it to the final interview round

with the Chief and the Joint Fire District Board President, Bob Gehring. Chief Oughterson told the Safety
committee that he expects to make offers and present a slate of three candidates to the Joint Fire District
Board by the end of March. Those who are not offered a position will be offered part-time positions with the
District.

Council member McGraw reported that the Joint Fire District has been doing training in the vacated
house adjacent to the fire house. Rangers as well as other fire departments have been invited to participate in
the training. Prior to the demolition of the home, an asbestos abatement must be completed.

Council member McGraw reported that Colonel Schlie informed the Village that it has received a US
Fire Marshall grant to assist in purchasing twenty-six Motorola radios. This grant will provide approximately
$31,000 of the $100,000 in total costs. These radios are utilizing the funds provided by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
and accounted for in the newly established Ranger fund.

Council member McGraw reported that Colonel Schlie wishes to present the Ranger Achievement

Award to Ranger Ray Manning for his efforts in starting an annual charity hockey tournament held at the
Indian Hill Winter Club. Since its inception in 2018, the hockey tournament has brought in over $87,000 to
assist police and firefighter families throughout the Cincinnati region with medical costs. Council member
McGraw said that this award will be presented at the next Council meeting.

Council member McGraw reported that the Safety committee convened into Executive Session for the
purpose of discussing pending legal activity associated with the Ranger report.
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PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT: Council member Manning reported that the Planning Commission
met on February 18, 2020 and approved a request by the Elliott House. He said that the next Planning
Commission meeting has been moved to March 24, 2020.

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: Ms. Minneci r epor ted the following in her City Manager ’s r epor t:

Ms. Minneci said that the regular Council meeting scheduled for March 23rd is being rescheduled to
March 30th. She said that the resident’s will be notified of this change.

Ms. Minneci reminded Council of the following dates:

a. April 19, 2020 New Resident party at Livingston Lodge 4:00 p.m. ~ 6:00 p.m.
b. April 24, 2020 Rowe Arboretum annual plant sale – for members only 2:00 p.m. ~ 7:00 p.m.

c. April 25, 2020 Rowe Arboretum annual plant sale – open to the public 10:00 a.m. ~ 4:00 p.m.

There being no further business to come before Council, Mayor Cowan declared the meeting
adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor
ATTEST:

Paul C. Riordan, Clerk
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Finance Committee
Monique Sewell, Chairperson
Steve Krehbiel
Rich Hidy

The Finance and Water Works Committees met for a combined meeting at 7:00 a.m. on April 14, 2020 via
remote webinar access. All members of both committees were present, including Mayor Cowan. Mrs.
Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Riordan, Mrs. French, Mrs. Wade-Dorman, Mr. Adkins, and Mr. Gully were the staff
members in attendance.
1. Staff presented information regarding the annual water rate analysis to the Water Works and Finance
Committees for evaluation purposes. The dialogue was a continuation from February’s Water Works
Committee meeting. Please refer to the Water Works and Deregulation Committee report for a
summary of the discussions.
2. Mr. Riordan provided the March financial statements (Financial Statements attached):
a. Income Tax Receipts: The Village r eceived $451,469 which is appr oximately $41,000 mor e
than received in March 2019. Year to date cash receipts are 6.5% of budget. Due to COVID-19
which caused the deadline for income taxes to be extended from April 15, 2020 to July 15, 2020,
tax receipts over the next three months are expected to be sporadic until July 15th.
b. Operating Disbursements: Oper ating expenditur es equate to $993,101 which is $78,000 mor e
than March 2019. This is due to timing of payments.
c. CIRF: Disbur sements totaled $0; however , expenditur es will star t occur r ing in Apr il as
major projects commence in the spring.
d. Water Works Receipts: Water usage r eceipts wer e $191,619 which is appr oximately $5,000
more than March 2019 receipts.
e. Water Works Disbursements: Total oper ating disbur sements ar e $494,828 which is
approximately $4,000 more than March 2019. This is due to timing of payments.
f. Water Works CIRF: Disbur sements totaled $175,274. This is associated with the finalizing
of the brine tank replacements which was carried over from 2019.
g. Long Term Debt: Ther e was no activity in Mar ch. The next semi-annual principal and interest
payment for the 2009 Water Works bond will be made in May.
h. Cash and Investments: Total month end cash and investments wer e $26,442,153 compar ed to
$27,062,296 in February 2020 and $25,740,503 in March 2019. Month to month and year to year
changes are due to normal operations.
i. Rowe Funds: The mar ket value as of Mar ch 31st is $3,516,900 which is a 15% decrease since
12/31/19. This is in conjunction with the overall stock market decline associated with COVID-19.
The unrecognized gain is $528,849. Total monthly operating receipts, including dividends, were
$16,618 with monthly operating expenses totaling $15,408 and investment sale net loss of $64,606.
j. Green Areas Funds: The mar ket value as of Mar ch 31st is $2,689,577 which is a 17% decrease
since 12/31/19. This is in conjunction with the overall stock market decline associated with
COVID-19. The unrecognized gain is $1,300,551. Total monthly earnings equate to $10,049 with
monthly expenses totaling $0.
3. Mr. Gully provided assurance that the Villages holds cash enough reserves to assist with the delay in
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income tax receipts over the next 3.5 months due to COVID-19. It should be noted that operating
funds are invested mostly in bonds due to Ohio Revised Code restrictions placed on local
governments.
4. Mrs. Minneci provided an update on the hiring of a new Information Technology Manager due to the
upcoming retirement of Mike Aaron. Mr. Dan Almer began on April 6th in a social distancing training
mode. He came from West Chester Township where he worked in the IT department for over 18 years
in various capacities. Mr. Almer will be shadowing Mike until his retirement on June 30, 2020.
5. Mr. Gully presented a draft Resolution to authorize the Village to adopt the alternative formula method
of apportioning the Local Government Fund. Every eight years, all local governments within Hamilton
County and throughout the state are asked to accept the revisions made to the local governmental fund
formula. These funds are distributed from the state to the county who, in turn, distributes the funds on
an annual basis to the various Hamilton County jurisdictions. The Village receives approximately
$178,000 from these funds. The changes to the formula were minor and do not affect the average
amount of funds that the Village has received in the past. After discussion, the Committee agreed to
recommend passage of the Resolution at the April 20th Council meeting (Resolution attached).
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RESOLUTION NO. -20
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF AN ALTERNATIVE
METHOD OF APPORTIONING THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND.
WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 5747.53 provides that in lieu of appor tioning the undivided local
government fund by the method prescribed by Revised Code Sections 5747.51 and 5747.52, that an alternative method of
apportioning said fund may be approved by the Budget Commission upon approval of such alternative method by the Board
of County Commissioners, the legislative authority of the city, located wholly or partially in the county, with the greatest
population; and a majority of the boards of township trustees and legislative authorities of municipal corporations, located
wholly or partially within the county, excluding the legislative authority of the city with the greatest population; and
WHEREAS, up until 1989, the Hamilton County Budget Commission had oper ated under the statutor y
formula provided by Revised Code Sections 5747.51 and 5747.52; and
WHEREAS, the statutor y method of appor tioning the Fund had r esulted in r epeated and continued litigation
between and among the parties entitled to participate in the distribution of the Fund; and
WHEREAS, the statutor y method of appor tioning the Fund had r esulted in continued uncer tainties about the
financial distribution of the Fund; and
WHEREAS, the alter native method of appor tioning the Fund adopted in 1988 and r enewed in 1995, 2004 and
again in 2012 has brought stability to the process by eliminating the uncertainties of litigation and providing for a more
efficient and effective method of financial planning; and
WHEREAS, the alternative method of apportioning the Local Government Fund as described and outlined in the
attached Exhibit A represents a fair and equitable method of apportioning the Local Government Fund which is in the best
interests of the City of the Village of Indian Hill;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF THE
VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, OHIO:
Section 1.
That the attached agreement be adopted and that a certified copy of this resolution be forthwith sent
to the Office of the Hamilton County Budget Commission.
PASSED: April 20, 2020

Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor
ATTEST:

Paul C. Riordan, Clerk
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Law Committee
Rich Hidy, Chairperson
Don McGraw
Elizabeth Isphording

The Law Committee met on April 9, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. via remote webinar access. All members were present,
including Mayor Cowan and Mrs. Sewell. Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Gully and Mr. Scott Phillips were the
staff members in attendance.
1. The Committee was reminded that due to COVID-19, the Primary Election date of March 17th has
been extended to April 28th with absentee ballot voting only. The election includes Issue 1, the
Village’s recommendations for Charter changes.
2. Mrs. Minneci discussed the continued research of using a Magistrate for Mayors Court. Last month,
Colonel Schlie, Mark Milliron, Kevin Tierney, Scott Phillips, and Mrs. Minneci met, via phone
conference, with Rick Gibson, Hamilton County Assistant Prosecuting Attorney. He currently is the
Magistrate for the cities of Amberley Village, Montgomery and Mariemont. He came highly
recommended by all three cities as well as Colonel Schlie, Mr. Tierney and Mr. Milliron.
In our discussion with Mr. Gibson, he was very agreeable to working with the Village and understood
and respected the Village’s perspective on Mayors Court. His schedule allows for maintaining the
current time of Mondays at 6:00 p.m.
It was staff’s recommendation to pursue a contract with Mr. Gibson in order to have him ready to
begin once Mayors Court becomes active again, and the Committee agreed. After reviewing the draft
contact, Rick was agreeable to all the terms.
After the meeting, Mrs. Minneci provided a copy of the contract to all of Council to review as this will
be a new direction the Village is pursing to ensure all questions and concerns are
addressed. Moreover, it was decided that all former Mayors will be contacted.
3. Mrs. Minneci distributed a memo and a draft Resolution for issuing a State of Emergency within the
Village due to the COVID-19 situation. With state of emergencies being passed by the federal
government, the State of Ohio and Hamilton County, the Village would fall under the provisions
defined in each of those declarations, including reimbursements from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) for expenditures associated with COVID-19. However, due to the
pandemic effecting every jurisdiction throughout the country, the process to receive these funds may
be more competitive and FEMA could utilize various reasons to deny funding. By passing the
declaration, this ensures the Village has accomplished that requirement.
After thorough discussion, Law Committee agreed to recommend to Council, at its April 20 th Council
meeting, a Resolution to declare a State of Emergency within the Village (Resolution attached). After
the Law Committee meeting, a provision was added to define a timeframe for when the state of
emergency would end.
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4. Staff indicated that a third and final reading for the Ordinance to accept the right-of-way dedication
along Demar Road as part of the plat of DDB Towhee Woods Subdivision will be on the Council
agenda (Ordinance Attached).
5. Staff indicated that a third and final reading on the Ordinance to repeal specific sections of the Code of
Ordinances as they relate to police retirement age will be on the Council agenda (Ordinance Attached).
6. Staff indicated that a third and final reading on the Ordinance to repeal the Personnel Rules of the
Manager and the Rules of the Personnel Advisory Committee and to combine them under one
Ordinance entitled Civil Service Rules and Regulations will be on the Council agenda (Ordinance
Attached).
7. Mr. McGraw requested to convene into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the March
legal activity report that included discussions on pending litigation and property acquisition. Mr. Hidy
seconded the motion, the motion passed, and the Committee convened into Executive Session.
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RESOLUTION NO. _____ -20
A RESOLUTION DECLARING A STATE OF EMERGENCY IN THE
CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL (“INDIAN HILL”) DUE TO
THE CORONAVIRUS (“COVID-19”) PANDEMIC
WHEREAS, ther e has been an outbr eak of a novel Cor onavir us Disease (COVID-19) across the
United States of America; and
WHEREAS, ther e have been multiple confir med cases of COVID-19 across the State of Ohio; and
WHEREAS, on M arch 9, 2020, Ohio Gover nor Michael DeWine declar ed a State of Emer gency
in Ohio (Executive Order 2020-01D) due to the COVID-19 outbreak which, among other restrictions, closed
all schools in the State of Ohio and limits large indoor gatherings; and
WHEREAS, on M arch 12, 2020, the Hamilton County Boar d of Commissioner s declar ed a State
of Emergency in Hamilton County due to the COVID-19 outbreak which requires actions to be taken to
protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of Hamilton County; and
WHEREAS, on M arch 13, 2020, the Pr esident of the United States Donald J . Tr ump declar ed a
national State of Emergency due to the COVID-19 outbreak; and
WHEREAS, on M arch 22, 2020, the Ohio Dir ector of Health, Dr . Amy Acton issued a statewide
“Stay at Home” Order in an effort to slow the spread of the COVID-19 outbreak by advising residents to stay
at home, with the exception of essential travel and activities, and closing all non-essential businesses until
April 6, 2020; and
WHEREAS, on A pril 6, 2020, the Ohio Dir ector of Health extended the “Stay at Home” Or der
until May 1, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the outbr eak of COVID-19 constitutes a public health emergency, resulting in an
urgent and immediate need for Indian Hill to take emergency measures to maintain essential municipal
operations and protect the health, safety and general welfare of its residents.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN
HILL, HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO:
Section 1.
The City Council hereby declares that a State of Emergency exists in Indian Hill, and
invokes and declares those portions of the Ohio Revised Code which are applicable to the emergency
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conditions and serve as the basis for this Resolution are in full force and effect in Indian Hill to authorize the
exercise of all emergency measures necessary for the protection of the lives and property of the people of
Indian Hill and the performance of local government functions with minimal interruption.
Section 2.
Any and all powers to be exercised by Indian Hill as authorized by Ohio Revised Code
Chapter 5502 are permitted by passage of this Resolution and are incorporated herein by reference.
Section 3.
The City Council hereby finds that, as a result of the spread of COVID-19, a real and
present emergency exists, pursuant to R.C. 735.051, in Indian Hill affecting the public health and safety of
residents and necessitating the purchase and acquisition of certain items and services by the City Manager to
maintain essential municipal operations and deal with the present emergency without the requirement for
competitive bidding, advertising and the pre-authorization of City Council as directed in Indian Hill Charter
§26.“Purchases” and §27. “Contracts”.
Section 4.
The Mayor of Indian Hill is hereby authorized to take any and all steps necessary to
maintain order and control in Indian Hill for the well-being, health and safety of residents.
Section 5.
The City Manager shall activate the response and recovery aspects of any and all local
disaster emergency plans which are applicable to Indian Hill and shall initiate the rendering of aid and
assistance thereunder as needed.
Section 6.
All public offices and employees of Indian Hill are hereby directed to exercise the
utmost diligence in the discharge of duties required of them for the duration of the emergency and in the
execution of federal, state and local emergency laws, regulations and directives.
Section 7.
All citizens are called upon and directed to comply with all necessary federal, state and
local emergency measures; to cooperate with public officials and emergency services personnel in executing
emergency operational plans; and to obey and comply with the lawful direction of properly identified
emergency services personnel.
Section 8.
All operating forces and residents affected by the emergency conditions caused by the
COVID-19 outbreak should direct their communications and requests for assistance and operations directly to
the City Manager.
Section 9.
The City Council hereby finds and determines that all formal actions relative to the
passage of this Resolution were taken in an open meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this
Council and of its Committees, if any, which resulted in such formal actions, were taken in meetings open to
the public, in full compliance with applicable legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio
Revised Code.
Section 10. Unless earlier rescinded by City Council, this Resolution shall remain in full force and
effect until the later of June 30, 2020 or the date on which the Ohio Governor rescinds the present State of
Emergency in Ohio.
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PASSED: April 20, 2020
___________________________________
Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor

ATTEST:
_______________________________
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
________________________________
Scott Phillips, City Solicitor
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ORDINANCE NO. –20
ORDINANCE APPROVING THE PLAT OF DDB TOWHEE WOODS SUBDIVISION
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 475, PAGES 85 AND 86 OF THE HAMILTON COUNTY,
OHIO RECORDERS OFFICE, AND ACCEPTING THE DEDICATION OF DEMAR ROAD,
PARCEL ID NO. 529-0152-0091.
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF
INDIAN HILL, OHIO:
Section 1.
That the plat of dedication for DDB Towhee Woods Subdivision, as shown on the
attached plat dated May 28, 2019, as recorded in Plat Book 475, Pages 85 and 86 of the Hamilton County,
Ohio Recorder’s Office, be and the same are approved, and a portion of Demar Road as shown therein, Parcel
ID No. 529-0152-0091, are hereby accepted as dedicated streets in the City of the Village of Indian Hill.

PASSED: April 20, 2020

______________________________
Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk

First Reading - January 27, 2020
Second Reading – February 24, 2020
Third Reading – April 20, 2020
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ORDINANCE NO. -20

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING § 34.40 AND § 34.41 OF THE CITY
OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL CODIFIED ORDINANCES
WHEREAS, pur suant to the Codified Or dinances of the City of the Village of Indian Hill, §
34.40 and § 34.41, the retirement time for police personnel members to retire at such a time when the member
has reached 58 years of age and required that no member of the police department of the City of the Village of
Indian Hill could be continued after he or she reached the age of 65 years; and
WHEREAS, Council has deter mined that the pr ovisions for the mandator y r etir ement age and
continuous service beyond retirement, as established by Ordinance 21-75 and set forth in § 34.40 and § 34.41
of the City of the Village of Indian Hill Codified Ordinances is a narrow exception for the use of age as a bona
fide occupational qualification under the Age Discrimination in Employment Act; and
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of the Village of Indian Hill desires to r epeal the mandator y
retirement age and continuous service beyond retirement.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL OF HAMILTON COUNTY,
STATE OF OHIO:
Section 1:

Chapter 34, Section 34.40, of the Codified Ordinances of the Village of Indian Hill as set forth
in the document entitled "§34.10, Retirement Time," is hereby deleted.

Section 2:

Chapter 34, Section 34.41, of the Codified Ordinances of the Village of Indian Hill as set forth
in the document entitled "§34.41, Continuous Service Beyond Retirement," is hereby deleted.
PASSED: April 20, 2020
__________________________________
Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor

ATTEST:
_______________________________
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk
First Reading – January 27, 2020
Second Reading – February 24, 2020
Third Reading – April 20, 2020
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ORDINANCE NO. -20
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING THE PERSONNEL RULES OF THE
MANAGER AND THE RULES OF THE PERSONNEL ADVISORY AND
APPEALS BOARD AND TO AMEND CHAPTER 35 TO INCORPORATE
AND APPROVE THE CIVIL SERVICE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF
THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL.
WHEREAS, Council has r eceived a r ecommendation fr om the Per sonnel Advisor y and
Appeals Board to merge the Personnel Rules of the Manager and the Rules of the Personnel Advisory and
Appeals Board to prepare one set of rules and regulations that govern the City of the Village of Indian Hill
civil service entitled, "Civil Service Rules and Regulations of the City of the Village of Indian Hill"; and,

WHEREAS, Council r ecognizes that the Per sonnel Advisor y and Appeals Boar d held
discussions on the proposed amendments during a public meeting on November 15, 2019, and has prepared
the proposed amendments; and,
WHEREAS, Council has deter mined that the said " Civil Ser vice Rules and Regulations of the
City of the Village of Indian Hill" shall be enacted for purposes of ensuring the ability of the Village of
Indian Hill to select the highest quality candidates on the basis of merit and fitness and shall be enacted for
ensuring the Personnel Advisory Appeals Board continues to have the ability to hear appeals of disciplinary
action; and, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Village of Indian Hill; and,
WHEREAS, Council desir es to r epeal and r eser ve § 35.40 and § 35.41 of the City of the Village
of Indian Hill Codified Ordinances and amend § 35.51, § 35.54, § 35.55, and § 35.56 to incorporate the
"Civil Service Rules and Regulations of the City of the Village of Indian Hill."

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL OF HAMILTON COUNTY,
STATE OF OHIO:
Section 1:

Chapter 35, Section 35.40, of the Codified Ordinances of the Village of Indian Hill as set forth
in the document entitled "§35.40, Personnel Rules of the Manager and Personnel Advisory
Appeals Board" is hereby deleted and marked as reserved.

Section 2:

Chapter 35, Section 35.41, of the Codified Ordinances of the Village of Indian Hill as set forth
in the document entitled "§35.41, Mandatory Retirement Age," is hereby deleted and marked
as reserved as the current mandatory retirement restrictions as established by Ordinance 19-66
and set forth in § 35.41 of the City of the Village of Indian Hill Codified Ordinances was
introduced over 50 years ago in conjunction with the supplemental retirement plan
requirements that were deleted from the Code of Ordinances in 2003.

Section 3:

Chapter 35, Section 35.51, of the Codified Ordinances of the Village of Indian Hill as set forth
in the document entitled "§35.51, Exempt Positions" is hereby amended with the following
changes and additions:
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All positions in the service of the village shall be filled pursuant to § 35.50 except the following:

(A) Mayor.
(B) Members of the Council.
(C) Members of boards and commissions.
(D) City Manager.
(E) Assistant City Manager.
(F) Heads of the principal departments.
(G) Police Chief.
(H) Assistant Chief - Captain of Patrol and Assistant Chief - Captain of Investigations.
(I) Assistant Chief - Captain of Investigations

(J) City Solicitor.
(K) Comptroller - Clerk of Council.
(L) Administrative Assistant.
(M) City Engineer/Project Manager.
(N) IT Manager.
(O) Grand Valley Manager.
(P) Rowe Arboretum Manager.
(Q) Director of Administrative Services.
(R) Temporary employees of exceptional professional or scientific qualifications engaged as consultants for
limited periods of time.
(S) Such unskilled labor as the personnel advisory and appeals board finds impracticable to include in the
classified service.
('80 Code, § 34.11) (Ord. 12-70, passed 4-27-70; Am. Ord. 16-83, passed 11-21-83; Am. Ord. 17-87, passed
9-28-87; Am. Ord. 01-16, passed 2-22-16; Am. Ord. 03-18, passed 4-23-18)
Section 4:

Chapter 35, Section 35.54, of the Codified Ordinances of the Village of Indian Hill as set forth
in the document entitled "§35.54, Duties of the Board " is hereby amended with the following
changes and additions:

The board shall serve without compensation and shall:

(A) Hear appeals from any nonexempt employee who has been suspended longer than five days, dismissed
from the city service, or demoted to a lower grade and salary;
(B) Hear appeals concerning rejection of applications for employment and the conduct of examinations;
(C) Approve or modify the Civil Service Rules and Regulations of the City of the Village of Indian Hill as
proposed by the City Manager; and
(D)
(E) Make such investigations of city personnel practices as it deems necessary to carry out its
responsibilities.
('80 Code, § 34.14) (Ord. 12-70, passed 4-27-70)
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Section 5:

Chapter 35, Section 35.55, of the Codified Ordinances of the Village of Indian Hill as set forth
in the document entitled "§35.55, Appeal from Disciplinary Action " is hereby amended with
the following changes and additions:

Whenever an employee, whose position is not exempt from merit system requirements, and who has passed
his probationary period as set forth in the rules of the City Manager, is disciplined by dismissal, suspension of
longer than five days, or demotion to a lower grade and salary, he may appeal to the board, under rules set
forth by the board. If his appeal meets the conditions of the rules, the board shall hear the appeal in
accordance with the Civil Service Rules and Regulations of the City of the Village of Indian Hill. After
hearing the evidence on which disciplinary action was based, and the employee explanation, the board shall
render a judgment, either to affirm, reverse, or modify the decision of the appointing authority; and such
judgment shall be final. In hearing any appeal, the board shall have the power to subpoena witnesses and
require the production of records. ('80 Code, § 34.15) (Ord. 12-70, passed 4-27-70)
Section 6:

Chapter 35, Section 35.56, of the Codified Ordinances of the Village of Indian Hill as set forth
in the document entitled "§35.56, Rules of the City Manager" is hereby amended to the
following title "Civil Service Rules and Regulations" with the following changes and additions:

The City Manager shall prepare the Civil Service Rules and Regulations of the City of the Village of Indian
Hill that are necessary to carry out a system of merit employment and to hear appeals of disciplinary action,
and forward these rules to the personnel advisory and appeals board. The board, after public hearing, shall
make such modifications as it sees fit, and forward the rules, as modified, to the Council. The Council shall
have the power to accept these rules or to return them to the board for further consideration; but the Council
shall have no authority to amend the rules. Upon approval by Council, the rules shall have the force and
effect of law. Amendments may be made from time to time, following the procedure for original
adoption. ('80 Code, § 34.16) (Ord. 12-70, passed 4-27-70)
Section 7.

That the Civil Service Rules and Regulations of the City of the Village of Indian
Hill are approved as marked as Exhibit "A" and attached hereto.
PASSED: April 20, 2020

___________________________________
Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor
ATTEST:

__________________________
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk
First Reading – January 27, 2020
Second Reading – February 24, 2020
Third Reading – April 20, 2020
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Buildings & Grounds Committee
Melissa Cowan, Chairperson
Don McGraw
Monique Sewell
The Buildings and Grounds Committee met at 8:30 a.m. on April 14, 2020 via remote webinar access. All
members were present. Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Adkins and Mrs. Wade-Dorman were the staff members
in attendance.
1. Mr. Adkins presented the Departmental Activity Report (Report attached). The following are highlights
from the past month: 1) repaired shooting berms and removed tree debris at Shooting Club; 2) installed
directional signs at all parks for COVID-19 regulations; 3) removed fallen tree on Redbirdhollow Trail
and 4) painted the lacrosse and soccer fields.
2. Mr. West and Mrs. Wade-Dorman distributed the Project Management Report (Report attached). Mr. West
highlighted that Grand Valley attendance has tripled over last year due to the COVID-19 situation. Staff is
issuing about 10-20 passes per day. Additional personnel will be working on the weekends and at certain
times during the week to assist with the heavier attended times Staff has had to deal with visitors utilizing
the pass for more than two guests, unauthorized pass holders, entering in unauthorized areas, parking
illegally outside and within the park, and visitors bringing camping equipment.
3. Mr. West indicated that Big Fish Farm performed fish harvesting in March at Grand Valley. The Village
awaits the production numbers and payout information. Per the agreement, the Village will receive 20% of
the wholesale market value. Mr. West also indicated that three information kiosks have been constructed
at Grand Valley over the past month.
4. The annual plant sale at Rowe Arboretum was canceled due to COVID-19; however, may of the plants
have been sold by other means. Mr. West also indicated that due to COVID-19 and its effects on Rowe’s
current investments, staff will hold off on approximately $22,000 worth of projects anticipated for this
year.
5. This year’s Reforest the Hill program has started off strong with a $15,000 donation for the Indian Hill
Garden Club. The Club chose the green area at the intersection of Indian Hill Road and Plainville to have
their trees planted. The program began advertising in the Indian Hill Bulletin and Village website/App.
6. A service agreement has been finalized to begin the study of the Redbirdhollow landslide issues. Field
work is expected to begin in May; however, COVD-19 regulations at that time may require a delay.
7. Mrs. Minneci provide an update on the Recreation Commission activities as they relate to COVID-19.
After conferring with all sports chairperson and the respective leagues, all sports except for lacrosse and
select soccer will be provided full refunds as the seasons will be ending. Lacrosse and select soccer are
awaiting an update on COVID-19 regulations to see if they can have an extended/shortened season. Due to
COVID-19, there will be savings as the Couch’s dinner and Easter Egg Hunt were canceled. Most
uniforms and equipment purchased for the spring seasons will be utilized next year. At this point, refunds
equate to approximately $76,000.
8. Mr. West presented a request from the Indian Hill Historical Society to cut down two trees in front of the
Little Red Schoolhouse in order to get more sunlight on the tent area in the lawn to help the grass grow
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better. Jason Donovan has indicated both trees have minor to major decline. With the removal of the trees,
the Historical Society will be required to plant replacements. Mr. West will work with the Historical
Society on where the replacements will be placed.
9. Mrs. Minneci discussed correspondence between an HOA in Montgomery that receives Indian Hill water
and is requesting Grand Valley passes. However, due to the nature of its signal meter set-up and it being
considered a commercial facility, Village rules do not allow for passes to be provided.
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE MEETING
APRIL 14, 2020
ACTIVITIES REPORT
Buildings and Grounds
 Performed routine maintenance at all facilities
 Removed drinking fountains in the restrooms at the Administration Building
 Installed LED lights in lamp post at the Administration Building
 Repaired shooting berms and removed tree debris at lower gun range
Green Areas Maintenance
 Straightened and staked trees in Green Area near 9005 Kugler Mill Road
Park Maintenance
 Performed routine maintenance at all park facilities
 Closed all the restrooms, playgrounds, tennis courts, and basketball courts due to virus concerns
 Began fertilization program at all facilities
 Installed directional signs at all walking paths
Recreational Field Maintenance
 Painted lacrosse and soccer fields
Bridle Trails Maintenance
 Removed fallen tree on Redbird Hollow trail behind Stephan Field

Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—April 20, 2020

Committee Reports—Buildings & Grounds

Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—April 20, 2020

Committee Reports—Buildings & Grounds

BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE MEETING
April 14, 2020
PROJECT MANAGEMENT REPORT

GRAND VALLEY
Attendance:

February 2020

March 2020

1042

3183

23

80

108

318

Total*

Daily Average**
Weekend Average***
*Denotes Actual Preserve Facility Users (card swipes)
**Denotes Each Day Monday thru Friday
***Denotes Both Saturday & Sunday Together

Big Fish Farms performed paddlefish harvesting on multiple days in March. Due to the pandemic, they are
stopping for the season as they are not sure how much interest they will be getting at market with all of the
restaurants closed. We are still waiting on the production numbers and payout information. The agreement
states that we will receive 20% of the wholesale market value and be paid within 90 days of harvest.
Three Information Kiosks were constructed at Grand Valley. They are located at the north trail, boat shelter,
and south boat ramp. The kiosks will be used to post information about Grand Valley, trail maps, rules, etc.
The goal is to help reduce signage by putting these at key trailheads.
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ROWE ARBORETUM
The Rowe Arboretum Annual Plant Sale on April 24th and
April 25th has been cancelled. Jason has already sold most
of the trees/plants for the sale. \
The Rowe Arboretum Native Tree and Shrub Sale has been
cancelled. A future fall date TBD.
Fencing along Arboretum Drive was installed last week.
GREEN AREA GIFTS
7325 Indian Hill Road: The deeds have been prepared for a
4.5295-acre green area gift. The property owner will
complete the gift when the adjacent home and property are sold.
5700 Drake Road: Staff is working on finalizing the license agreement with Steve Black for the 3.4175-acre
gift.
5940 Towhee Lane: The 1.62-acre gift will be completed in 2020 for tax purposes.
REFOREST THE HILL PROGRAM
The Reforest the Hill 2020 program received the
largest donation to date from the Indian Hill Garden
Club. Jason Donovan worked with Garden Club
leaders chose and area of green space located near the
intersection of Plainville Road & Indian Hill Road. In
early March, 43 native tree species were planted at
this location. An article and the new 2020 Reforest
the Hill Donation Form was included in the April
Bulletin.
REDBIRDHOLLOW
The Service Agreement has been signed and Beaver
Creek Hydrology is gearing up to begin in-office mapping utilizing GIS data including contours, utilities and
property boundaries. Fieldwork is scheduled for early May. The goal is to have a conceptual plan ready to
apply for a grant. In the past Clean Ohio Grant applications have been due in September. Because of issues
related to COVID-19, funding of the current approved projects is uncertain. In addition, the Ohio Public
Works Commission guidance and allocations for next fiscal year are on hold; therefore, district integrating
committees and natural resource assistance councils must postpone application solicitation schedules until
further notice.
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Public Works Committee
Steve Krehbiel, Chairperson
Shayne Manning
Monique Sewell
The Public Works Committee met at 8:00 a.m. on April 14, 2020 via remote webinar access. All members
were present, including Mayor Cowan. Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Mr. Adkins, and Mrs. Wade-Dorman were
the staff members in attendance.
1. Mr. Adkins presented the Departmental Activity Report (Report attached). Staff cleared trees from the
right-of-way in several locations. Staff also performed cold patching, repaired guardrail on Shawnee Run
and repaired damage to road berms.
2. Mr. Adkins gave an assessment of the storm damage from April 10, 2020. Although the National Weather
Service has not officially declared it, the overall path and extent of damage appeared to have all the
elements of a tornado. Approximately 275,000-300,000 people in the area were without of power. For
four days, Public Works, the Joint Fire District and the Rangers were in constant communication with
Duke Energy officials to coordinate the restoration of power with the removal of massively-sized downed
trees and the cleanup of debris throughout the Village. There were over a dozen electric poles broken in
half, two barns from one Given Road property owner destroyed and a tree that fell onto the roof of a house
on Blome Road.
3. The Committee was informed of a dump truck that turnover onto and totaled four Public Works
employees’ personal vehicles that were parked at Livingston Lodge.
4. Mr. Adkins gave an assessment of the COVID-19 situation within the department. PPE gear and
sanitizing resources are sufficient at this point. Employees have been spread out to separate buildings
within the Village to assist with social distancing. The Collections division put out a request to residents
for all cans to be placed outside of the garage the night before pick up in order to avoid having to enter
garages and utilize keypads.
5. Mrs. Wade-Dorman distributed the Project Management Report (Report attached). Summaries for
upcoming infrastructure projects are as follows:
6.
a. Keller Road Bridge – The contractor temporarily closed the road on April 13th for approximately
for two weeks to complete surface course paving, striping and final restoration.

b. Shawnee Run Road Bike Path – ODOT closed the intersection of Shawnee Run Road and SR 126
on April 13th for five days to compete repair work on the overpass bridge.
c. Blome Road Bridge –The project may be delayed due to SCIP funding not be able to be released
until a state capital budget is passed which most likely will postponed indefinitely due to COVD19.
d. Given Road Bridge – Contractor has completed preliminary design drawings. Letters have been
mailed to adjacent property owners requesting temporary right of way easements. These are
needed to complete repairs to the bridge and headwalls.
e. Hopewell & South Given Gabion Walls Replacement – Staff is reviewing design proposals
f. Remington Road (S.R. 126) Pier Wall Extension and Draining Improvements – Design work is
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being perform in 2020 with construction anticipated in 2021.
g. Street Resurfacing – three bids were received for the 2020 program with Jergensen Company
bidding the lowest at $1,066,527. The program will begin with curb replacement on LovelandMadeira Road.
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING
APRIL 14, 2020
ACTIVITIES REPORT







Picked up brush, bags, limbs, and litter at various locations throughout the Village
Cleared trees from the right-of-way on Blome Road, Indian Hill Road, and Spooky Hollow Road
Installed cold patch to fill potholes on various roads throughout the Village
Began repairing damage to road berms from snow removal
Repaired guardrail on Shawnee Run Road
Cleared storm damage throughout Village
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING
APRIL 14, 2020
PROJECT MANAGEMENT REPORT
2019 Street Resurfacing Project
On March 4, 2020 at 11:00 am, the Village opened bids for the 2020 Street Resurfacing Program. This
year, the Village received bids from three local companies. John R. Jergensen Company's bid of
$1,066,527.10 is the lowest and best bid. Attached you will find the bid results and the list of the
2020 Street Resurfacing Program. Tentatively, the concrete sub-contractor, Tri-State Concrete, is
scheduled to begin saw cutting along Loveland Madeira Road from Kugler Mill Road to south of
Sleepy Hollow Drive this week.

Bridge Work:
Keller Road -Prus is scheduled to mobilize to Keller Road for final restoration this week, April 13,
2020. In order for all restoration work to be completed, the road will be closed for approximately
14 days.
Shawnee Run Road Bike Path ODOT is scheduled to mobilize to Shawnee Run Road at SR 126
to complete concrete repairs to the overpass bridge this week. In order to bring in the construction equipment and to complete the work, the road will be closed for approximately 5 days.

"Considering the current challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic the capital bill for the next biennium is uncertain. The capital bill is the source of funding for the State Capital Improvement Program
(SCIP), which includes Small Government and Emergency programs, Revolving Loan Program
(RLP), and the Clean Ohio Green Space Program. Until funding is in place, Round 34 infrastructure
SCIP and RLP project agreements will not be released. In addition, guidance and allocations for
next fiscal year are on hold; therefore, district integrating committees and natural resource assistance
councils must postpone application solicitation schedules until further notice."
Given Road Bridge -Fishbeck has completed the preliminary design drawings for this project.
Staff has mailed out letters to the adjacent property owners requesting temporary right of entry.
These are need for access to complete repairs to both the bridge and headwalls.
Landslide Work:
Hopewell & South Given Gabion Walls Replacement/Maintenance
Staff is reviewing the design proposals for restoring the drainage channel and stabilizing the area.
Remington Road (S.R.126) Pier Wall Extension and Drainage Improvements
Staff signed the Service Agreement with Terracon for design of this project. Fieldwork will begin in
late April/early May.
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Village Budget
John R. Jurgensen Co.
Barrett Paving Co.
J.K. Meurer Corp.

$1,100,000.00
$1,066,527.10
$1,271,025.08
$1,196,147.00

2020 Street Resurfacing Project
Hopewell Road (Weil Road to Montgomery Corp.)
Weil Road
Fawn Meadow Lane
Carriage Trail
Carolines Trail
Old Carriage Trail
Loveland Madeira Road (Camargo Road to Keller Road)
Red Fox Lane
Shawnee Pines Drive
Indian Hill Trail
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Water Works and Deregulation Committee
Elizabeth Isphording, Chairperson
Steve Krehbiel
Shayne Manning
The Finance and Water Works Committees met for a combined meeting at 7:00 a.m. on April 14, 2020 via
remote webinar access. All members of both Committees were present, including Mayor Cowan. Mrs.
Minneci, Mr. Gully, Mrs. French, Mrs. Wade-Dorman, Mr. Riordan and Mr. Adkins were the staff members
in attendance.
1. The Water Works Departmental Activity and Project Manager reports were distributed to the Water Works
Committee members prior to the meeting. (Reports Attached).
2. Staff reviewed the information from February’s Water Works Committee. Information included water rate
benchmarking which showed that Indian Hill ranks in the middle of all other water distribution
communities throughout Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky, even with the increases over the last five years. In
addition, other local communities have routinely had annual water rate adjustments where Indian Hill did
not implement any during the 2009 – 2014 timeframe.
The Committees also reviewed the budgetary effects of implementing different water rate increases to
determine what is needed to efficiently run the Water Works Department while evaluating how any
potential increase financially impacts various types of water customers – from minimum to high usage.
The Committee discussed how water distribution regulations have increased over the years due to
incidents in other states and how those regulations affect future budgets.
The Committee also discussed the work being done on restructuring the contract with the City of Madeira
for water distribution services as Madeira chose to remain with Indian Hill after its Cincinnati Water
Works analysis performed last year.
After a very thorough discussion, the Water Works and Finance Committee members agreed that a rate
increase is necessary to ensure sufficient means of replacing significantly old infrastructure, to maintain
the integrity of the ten year capital plan, abide by stricter EPA mandates, and to ensure safe and effective
water distribution. The Committee also wanted to be sensitive to the extreme financial strains that COVID
-19 has placed on all water customers as well as the national economy.
The Water Works and Finance Committee members recommended, for Council’s consideration, a 10%
increase in the water rate beginning July 1, 2020 This recommendation includes an understanding that
annual rate reviews will continue to be performed as a way to evaluate actual revenues and expenditures
due to weather’s unpredictability at time of budgeting. (First Reading - Ordinance Attached).
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WATER WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING
APRIL 14, 2020
ACTIVITIES REPORT
Distribution System
 Repaired five water main breaks totaling 16 for the year
 Installed three water taps
 Began blacktop restorations
Plant Operations
 Responded to 204 customer service calls
 Repaired railing on loading dock
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WATER WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING
APRIL 14, 2020
PROJECT MANAGEMENT REPORT
Water Treatment Plant Brine Storage Tank Replacements
Both storage tanks are installed and operational. A subcontractor is working on updating the SCADA
system functions related to the new equipment to ensure proper operation of all systems.
Algonquin Water Main Replacement
Contract documents have been signed. JNT Excavating's has ordered the material and construction is
tentatively scheduled to begin in May. A preconstruction meeting will be scheduled prior to
commencing construction.
2020 Well # 9 Rehabilitation Project
On March 19, 2020 at l0:00 am, the Village opened bids for the 2020 Well #9 Rehabilitation Project.
The Village received two great proposals from experienced and qualified companies. Staff reviewed
both bid proposals and evaluated the proposed equipment based on several aspects related to Plant
Design
Equipment Compatibility, Life Cycle Costs and Plant Functionality
Redundancy. Based
on these factors, staff found that bid from Moody's of Dayton, Inc. of $127,777.00 is the most
responsive bid for the Village's project. Attached you will find the bid results.
2020 Well # 9 Rehabilitation Project

Bid Results:
2020 Budget
Moody’s of Dayton
National Water Service
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$125,000.00
$127,777.00 Lowest and Best Bid
$116,915.00

Committee Reports—Water Works & Utility Deregulation

Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—April 20, 2020

Committee Reports—Water Works & Utility Deregulation

ORDINANCE NO. _-20
AN ORDINANCE CHANGING THE RATES TO BE CHARGED FOR WATER
SUPPLIED TO CUSTOMERS BY AMENDING SECTION 51.55 RATES OF
THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, OHIO CODE OF
ORDINANCES
WHEREAS, it is deemed necessar y and to the best inter est of the City of the Village of Indian
Hill (”Indian Hill”) and the users of water of the water supply system of the Indian Hill to change the
water rates to be charged by the Water Works Department;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN
HILL, OHIO:
Section 1.

Section 51.55 Rates of the Code of Ordinances is hereby deleted and replaced with the
following rates:

Section 51.55 RATES
From and after July 1, 2020, the following schedule of rates shall be charged water users:
(A)

Base Rate. The base rate for water supplied shall be $4.49 per one hundred (100) cubic
feet.

(A)

Minimum Bills.
(1) All water supply services shall be subject to minimum charges based on the size of
the meter used.
(2) The minimum quarterly charges shall be as follows:
Size of
Meter
5/8"
3/4"
1"
1½"
2"
3"
4"
6"
8"

(B)

100 Cu. Ft.
13
18
20
30
55
85
120
200
333

Minimum
Quarterly Charges
$ 58.37
$ 80.82
$ 89.80
$ 134.70
$ 246.95
$ 381.65
$ 538.80
$ 898.00
$ 1495.17

A water rate review takes place on an annual basis to ensure the current structure meets
the Water Fund’s operating and capital needs. Rate increases may be adjusted as
necessary to ensure appropriate reserves exist to maintain safe and effective water
distribution.
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PASSED:
_____________________
Melissa S. Cowan, Mayor
ATTEST:

____________________
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk
First Reading – April 20, 2020
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Public Safety Committee
Don McGraw, Chairperson
Rich Hidy
Elizabeth Isphording

The Public Safety Committee met on April 9, 2020 at 7:30 a.m. via remote webinar access. All members were
present, including Mayor Cowan and Mrs. Sewell. Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Colonel Schlie, and Chief
Oughterson were the staff members in attendance. The items discussed are as follows:
1. Chief Oughterson and Chief Schlie provided an update on the severe storm that came through the Village
the previous night. This storm later became classified as a tornado by the National Weather Service. The
storm took out the electricity of approximately 275,000-300,000 people. There were a significant number
of downed trees, broken telephone poles and downed/broken electric wires with several road closures
throughout the Village. Extreme damage occurred to barns on Given Road and a home on Blome Road.
Continual coordination with the Public Works, Rangers, and Duke representatives occurred throughout the
following weekend. Kugler Mill Road was the last road to be opened on Sunday evening.
2. Chief Oughterson gave an assessment of COVID-19. Currently, the department is not seeing a big uptick
in runs. He feels they have a good handle on PPE although the acquisition of it is competitive on a national
scale. As everyone is aware, there are not enough COVID-19 tests available and those that are tested have
an average ten-day turnaround for the results. The department is made aware through Hamilton County
dispatch of the locations within the fire district of COVID-19 positive people.
3. Chief Oughterson distributed the March Fire/EMS Activity Report (Report attached). Chief Oughterson
discussed the demolition of the former Fire Chief’s home adjacent to the firehouse and that three new fulltime hires started over the past month.
4. Chief Oughterson and Colonel Schlie gave an update on the fatality that had occurred on Indian Hill Road.
5. Colonial Schlie distributed the March Rangers Report (Report attached) and provided an assessment of
COVID-19. He felt their PPE was adequate as of right now; however, they are always on the search for
sanitizing resources. Social distancing and constant sanitizing continue with all interactions. Colonel
Schlie announced that Diane Slagle, a dispatcher with the Village for many years, will be retiring in two
weeks. The search process began for her replacement.
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YEAR-TO-DATE EMS RUN DATA
JA
N
57

FE
B
46

MA
R
66

TOTAL
169

INDIAN HILL

33

21

17

71

MUTUAL AID Given

9

2

7

18

MUTUAL AID Recvd

4

2

7

13

265 Runs

4

2

10

16

MONTHLY TOTAL

99

69

90

258

YEAR TO DATE

99

168

258

EMS RUNS
MADEIRA

265 RUNS
3/02/20
3/04/20
3/05/20
3/08/20
3/09/20
3/13/20
3/15/20
3/17/20
3/21/20
3/29/20

Remington/Tall Trail
16 Creekside
5970 Kenwood
Spky Hllw/Lvland Mdra
7885 Camargo
7885 Camargo
8605 Shawnee Run
7980 Hosbrook
7 Creekside
7429 Southside

Fire Run Data:
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M265 handled, M60 Initially
M265 handled, M60 Initially
M265 handled
M265 handled, M60 Initially
M265 handled
M265 handled
M265 handled
M92 handled
M265 handled, M60 and M73
M265 handled

Committee Reports—Public Safety

Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—April 20, 2020

Committee Reports—Public Safety

Indian Hill Rangers
Safety Committee Meeting
Case Summary
March 12, 2020 ~ April 8, 2020

3-16-2020

Theft case

3-22-2020

ID Theft/Fraud Non-Jurisdictional case

3-26-2020

Fraud case

3-15-2020

Dog case

3-17-2020

General Information case

3-19-2020

Dog case

3-19-2020

ID Theft/Fraud Non-Jurisdictional case

3-24-2020

Natural Death case

3-24-2020

Lost~Recovered Property case

3-24-2020

DUS case

3-24-2020

Domestic Dispute case

3-27-2020

Dog case

4-6-2020

Theft case

4-6-2020

Trespass case

4-7-2020

General Information case

FTA
DUS
OVI

failure to appear
driving under suspension
Operating a Vehicle Impaired
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Planning Commission
Shayne Manning, Council Representative

PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING ACTIONS
February 20, 2020


Conditionally Approved - A request for variance approval to the front and rear yard setbacks to permit
construction of a mudroom to connect the existing garage to the home and a covered porch addition was
Conditionally Approved. The property is located at 9400 Given Road.

The March 24th Planning Commission Meeting was cancelled due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19).
applicants agreed to continue the cases to a future meeting date.

Both

The April 21st Planning Commission Meeting will be held as a conference call. The agenda is below:


Case #20-005: Variance request for 7700 Graves Road to construct a pergola attached to a nonconforming home - Continue case till next available public meeting.



Case #20-006: Variance request to permit construction of a new home in place of the existing nonconforming home at 6830 Tupelo Lane - Continue case till next available public meeting.



Case #20-008: Final Plat for Drake Road Subdivision located at 5680 Drake Road. The proposal will split
the existing 11.3-acre parcel into three separate residential building lots served by a private drive.
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