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THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL 

INDIAN HILL COUNCIL AGENDA 
 January 28, 2019 

 
1. Pledge of allegiance 
 
2. Call to order & roll call 
 
3. Minutes of December 17, 2018 Regular Council meeting 
 
4. Citizen Participation  
 
5. Request Motion to go into Executive Session for purpose of conferencing with attorney 

for public body concerning disputes subject of pending or imminent court action 
 
6. Finance Committee – Mrs. Sewell 

a. Review Financial Statements for December 2018 
b. Report on Finance Committee meeting 
c. Discussion on Council Goals timeframe 
d. Request a Suspension of Rules and Enter into Emergency Session for the deliberation of 

the following budget-related Ordinance: 
a.) Ordinance Amending Ordinance 08-18 and Making Appropriations for the 

Expenses of the City of the Village of Indian Hill, Ohio for the Fiscal Year 2019, 
and Declaring an Emergency (Recommend Emergency Ordinance Adoption) 

 
7. Law Committee – Mr. Armstrong 

a. Report on Law Committee meeting 
b. First Reading – Ordinance to Reaffirm the Approval of the Plat of Eagle Ridge Subdivision 

Recorded in Plat Book 266, Pages 48 and 49 of the Hamilton County Recorder’s Office, 
and Accepting the Dedication of Eagle Ridge Drive, and the Portions of Blome Road and 
Loveland-Madeira Road that are Located in Eagle Ridge Subdivision (Ordinance 
Attached) 

c. Request a Suspension of Rules and Enter into Emergency Session for the deliberation of 
the following property-related Ordinance: 

a.) Ordinance Authorizing the City Manager to Convey Property to the Board of 
Education of the Indian Hill Exempted Village School District, and Declaring an 
Emergency (Recommend Emergency Ordinance Adoption) 

 
8. Buildings and Grounds Committee – Mrs. Cowan 

a. Report on Buildings and Grounds Committee meeting 
b. Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Accept the 2018 Green Area Gifts (Recommend 

Resolution) 
 

Agenda 
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9. Public Works Committee – Mr. Krehbiel 
a. Report on Public Works Committee meeting 
b. Discussion on one-lane Blome Road Bridge options 
c. Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Employ an Engineer to Prepare Plans and 

Specifications for Street Rehabilitation, Equipment, Supplies and Other Special Capital 
Improvement Projects, Advertise for Bids, and Award Contracts for the Construction of Said Work 
and Purchase of Said Equipment/Supplies (Recommend Resolution) 

 
10. Water Works & Utility Deregulation Committee – Mayor Kuenning 

a. Report on Water Works & Utility Deregulation Committee meeting 
 
11. Public Safety Committee – Mr. McGraw 

a. Report on Public Safety Committee meeting 
 
12. Planning Commission – Mr. Thayer 

a. Report on December 18, 2018 Planning Commission meeting 
b. Report on January 15, 2019 Planning Commission meeting 

 
13. City Manager’s Report  

a. 2019 Indian Hill Council Meeting Schedule (6:30 p.m.) 
January 28, 2019 
February 25, 2019 
March 25, 2019 
April 22, 2019 
May 20, 2019 
June 17, 2019 
August 26, 2019 
September 23, 2019 
October 21, 2019 
November 18, 2019 
December 16, 2019 

 
b. February 18, 2019 – Administrative offices closed for President’s Day 
c. April 29, 2019 – Community Forum at 6:00 p.m. in Council Chambers 
d. December 2, 2019 – Council Organizational Meeting 
e. Active Shooter Training for Council – Patrolmen Brad Bird, Mike Lang and James Dunigan  

 
14. Adjournment 
 
 

Agenda 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 

INDIAN HILL VILLAGE COUNCIL 

December 17, 2018 

 

 A meeting of the Indian Hill Village Council was held on December 17, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.  The 

meeting was held in the Council Chamber of the Village Administration building. 

 

Officials present:   Mr. Mark D. Kuenning, Mayor  

Mrs. Melissa S. Cowan, Vice-Mayor 

Mr.  John B. Armstrong, Council member 

Mr. Stephen H. Krehbiel, Council member 

Mr. Donald C. McGraw, Council member 

Mrs. Monique A. Sewell, Council member 

    Mr. Abbot A. Thayer, Council member 

 

Mr. Scott Gully, Finance Director ~Tax Commissioner 

Ms. Dina C. Minneci, City Manager 

Mr. Paul C. Riordan, Clerk/Comptroller 

 

Visitors present:  Mr. Don Crain, Frost, Brown Todd 

    Dr. Ken Davis, University of Cincinnati Medical Center 

Mr. Shayne Manning, 5825 Given Road 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

MINUTES:  The minutes of the regular  meeting of November  19, 2018 had previously been distr ibuted 
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to each Council member.  Council member Thayer made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded 

by Council member Cowan and was approved, 7-0. 

 

SPECIAL MINUTES:  The minutes of the special Council meeting of November  28, 2018 had 

previously been distributed to each Council member.  Council member Cowan made a motion to accept the 

minutes, which was seconded by Council member Thayer and was approved, 7-0. 

 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION:  Mayor  Kuenning read the following Resolution to Mr . Donald L. Crain 

upon his retirement as City Solicitor for the Village of Indian Hill and requested that this be entered in its 

entirety in the minutes of the Council meeting.   

 

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO DONALD L. CRAIN, ESQ. FOR 

HIS SERVICE TO THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL. OHIO 

 

RESOLUTION NO. -  17-18 

 

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO DONALD L. CRAIN FOR HIS 

SERVICE TO THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, OHIO 

WHEREAS, Donald L. Crain has served as the third City Solicitor for the City of the Village of 

Indian Hill from September 1, 1998 to October 31, 2018 while being a respected attorney in the law 

firm of Frost Brown Todd, LLC (formerly Frost & Jacobs) where he began working in 1981 and was 

promoted to Partner in 1984; and 

 

WHEREAS, Donald L. Crain was the first Frost Brown Todd attorney to envision a public 

sector practice and the first chairperson of Frost Brown Todd’s Government Services Practice Group, 

which was formed in 2006 with less than 10 members.  Today that practice group is comprised of more 

than 50 attorneys in a half dozen Frost Brown Todd offices; and 
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WHEREAS, Donald L. Crain provided strong legal guidance and leadership to many 

members of Village Council and staff  in various capacities of local government, including areas 

such as public sector labor contracts, judicial and parliamentary proceedings, employment and 

personnel policy, planning and zoning, best administrative practices, and public safety law; and 

 

WHEREAS, Donald L. Crain, along with his formation of a team of dedicated and talented 

colleagues, represented the Village’s best interest in many significant issues, including one of the 

most influential – the  acquisition of 379 acres in Camp Dennison which is now home to the 

pristine, peaceful and picturesque Grand Valley Nature Preserve; and 

 

WHEREAS, Donald L. Crain has worked diligently and methodically throughout the years on 

the Village’s Merit System Ordinance, labor contract negotiations, records retention program, 

Mayor’s Court proceedings, preservation of the community’s exceptional quality of life, and 

acquisition of over 620 acres of green area; and 

 

WHEREAS, Donald L. Crain has worked with 25 Council members, presided over 240 

Mayor’s Courts, oversaw passage of 400 Ordinances and 540 Resolutions, and endured 2 City 

Managers, it is appropriate to recognize his valued and trusted service to the Village over the years. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, OHIO: 

 

Section 1. That there be spread upon the records of the City of the Village of Indian Hill this 

Resolution of special thanks and sincere appreciation to Donald L. Crain for 20 years of outstanding and 

valuable legal service from September 1, 1998 to October 31, 2018,  and to wish him the very best on his 

continued professional and personal endeavors. 

 

Section 2. That a copy of this Resolution be presented to Donald L. Crain in recognition of the 

extraordinary contribution of time, effort and expertise he has given in the interest of the City of the Village of 

Indian Hill and its residents and to wish Donald  and his family many more happy and healthy years. 
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 Mayor Kuenning explained that this Resolution, signed by all Council members, had been presented to 

Mr. Crain at his reception the previous week. 

 

Upon motion by Mayor Kuenning, seconded by Council member Cowan, the Resolution was passed 

by unanimous voice vote.  Mayor Kuenning declared Resolution 17-18 adopted.   

 

Mr. Crain thanked Council for the Resolution and said that it has been his privilege to serve the 

Village of Indian Hill.  He said that it has been wonderful to see the Village grow and prosper and retain its 

beauty, which has been a challenge at certain times.  Mr. Crain also thanked Ms. Minneci and Council for the 

wonderful reception.   

 

Mayor Kuenning presented to Mr. Donald Crain a Resolution from Senator Steve Wilson of the State 

of Ohio.  The Resolution gives Mr. Crain recognition for his 20 years of service.   

 

Dr. Ken Davis introduced himself to Council.  He said that he is a professor of surgery at the 

University of Cincinnati and a trauma surgeon at the UC Medical Center.  He explained that the College of 

Medicine is beginning a study starting in January with the use of “rescue foam”.  The foam would be injected 

into the abdominal cavity for severely injured patients that are in shock and are on the verge of hemorrhaging 

to death.  The intention is for the foam to fill the abdominal cavity and stop the bleeding in order to have 

sufficient time to take the patient to the operating room.  Dr. Davis explained that the hospital will not be able 

to get informed consent because in most cases the patients will be unconscious.  For this reason, the FDA 

requires that the UC Medical Center go throughout the County and inform people that this study will be 

conducted.  An individual can opt-out of this program by wearing a special blue wristband that the UC 

Medical Center would provide.  This foam has been in existence for about six years, but this is the first time 

UC Medical Center is participating in the study.   

 

Council member Cowan asked Dr. Davis to explain the risk involved with this study.  Dr. Davis 

explained that they haven’t seen any side-effects but they would like to test 40 patients and then they will 

evaluate potential risks.  Dr. Davis said that the surgeons would be injecting a large needle into the abdominal 

cavity which has a risk of puncturing a bowel and that there are also several risks involved in the chemicals 
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used in the foam.  Another risk associated with the procedure is the pressure against the internal organs by the 

foam.  The foam would be injected by trauma surgeons in the hospital.  Dr. Davis distributed to each Council 

member a printed document by UC Health titled, Research Study: Assessing new device for life-threating 

bleeding.   

 

Mayor Kuenning said that it was a very interesting study and concept and he wished Dr. Davis and his 

colleagues well in their study.   

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member  Sewell directed Council’s attention to a memo 

titled, “Finance Committee”.  She explained that the Finance committee met on December 7, 2018 to review 

several items in advance of the Council meeting.   

 

 Council member Sewell also directed Council’s attention to the financial statements, which were 

included in the Council packet.   

 

 Council member Sewell presented the following finance report for November: 

 

a. Income Tax Receipts:  Year-to-date cash receipts are 99% of budget.  It is forecasted that year-

end receipts will significantly exceed budgeted income tax receipts, however, this year there have 

been significant income tax refunds due to the large prepayments that were received in December 

2018 as a result of the federal income tax changes.    

b. Operating Disbursements:  Operating disbursements for  the month were the same as last 

year except for timing differences which were explained in the financial statements.    

c. CIRF:  Disbursements totaled $324,070.  This relates to street resur facing and bond 

payments.   

d. Water Works Receipts:  Water  usage receipts were $289,189 which is approximately $19,000 

less than November 2017 receipts.   

e. Water Works Disbursements:  Total operating disbursements of $350,733 were 

approximately $1,000,000 less than November 2017.  This is due to a change in Metropolitan 
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Sewer District’s (MSD) billing process from quarterly to monthly.   

f. Water Works CIRF:  Total expenditures were $235,046.  This relates to generator  repair s 

and bond payments.   

g. Long Term Debt:  The second pr incipal and interest payments for  the year  were made on 

November 15, 2018 for the Village’s two outstanding bonds.  This was the final payment for 2009 

Administration/Ranger building ten year bond.   

h. Cash and Investments:  Total month-end cash and investments were $28,177,754.   

i. Rowe Funds:  The market value as of November  30th was $3,843,251.  The unrecognized gain 

was $1,096,977 and there was a net gain on sale of $93,111.  The large investment gain was a 

result of selling stocks in order to transfer funds to another money manager for a more balanced 

investment strategy.   

j. Green Areas Funds:  The market value as of November  30th was $2,836,499.  The 

unrecognized gain was $1,507,297.  Total monthly earnings were $275 with monthly expenses 

totaling $3,696.   

 

The financial statements for November 2018 had previously been distributed to each Council member.  

There being no exceptions noted, the financial statements were accepted as issued.   

 

Council member Sewell reported that Mr. Aaron provided the Finance committee with an update on 

the Indian Hill App.  Downloads are approximately 200-300 since the October launch.  Mr. Aaron is working 

on adding the Indian Hill weather station and a suggestion box for residents to provide feedback on what 

features they would like included.  She said that the Finance committee discussed uncertainty as to what 

features would be added to the App in the upcoming year as we wish to accumulate suggestions from outside 

of Administration.  The Finance committee recommended reviewing the additional features and cost required 

on a quarterly basis in 2019 and making financial appropriations at those times.   

 

Council member Sewell reported that Mr. Gully presented to the Finance committee the 2019 

Appropriation Ordinance which highlights total expenditures for each fund.  The following significant 

changes have been made since November’s Public Hearing:   
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Worker’s Compensation expenses increased by approximately $90,000 due to the Bureau changing 

the due date for 2019 premiums from January 2019 to December 2018. 

Subsequent to the Finance committee, Parks & Recreation was increased by $27,000 to 

accommodate Stephan Field repairs that are being supported by a very generous $20,000 

donation from a resident.   

 

Council member Sewell said that the Finance committee also reviewed the purchase orders from 2018 

that will carry over into 2019.  She said that after discussion, the Finance committee agreed to recommend 

emergency passage of the 2019 Appropriation Ordinance.   

 

Council member Sewell reported that staff recommended passage of an additional appropriation 

Ordinance to ensure compliance with State and County Auditor budget requirements.  The Ordinance 

recommends the following increases: 

 

a. General Fund – increase of $575,000.  This is to account for the unusually high income tax refunds 

occurring during the year due to federal tax law changes in December 2017.   

b. Capital Improvement Reserve Fund – increase of $250,000.  This is due to an unexpected culvert 

and landslide repair on Shawnee Run Road caused by extreme weather conditions.  The project is 

being supported by Ohio and federal grants.   

c. Mayor’s Court Computer Fund – increase of $1,000.  This is due to the purchase of new software 

for Mayor’s Court processing.   

d. Water Works Fund – increase of $500,000.  This is due to Metropolitan Sewer District changing its 

invoicing from quarterly to monthly in 2018.  The Village paid fourteen months rather than the 

usual 12 months.   

e. Water Works Retirement Fund – increase of $5,000.  This is due to an unexpected retirement in 

2018.   

f. Rowe Arboretum Fund – increase of $50,000.  This is due to accumulated losses from transferring 

30% of the fund to a more conservative investment portfolio.  A significant portion will be offset 

by gains from sales.   
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Council member Sewell said that after discussion, the Finance committee agrees to recommend 

emergency passage of the additional appropriation Ordinance.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the rules were 

suspended for the following two Ordinances by unanimous roll call vote.   

 

AN ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE EXPENSES OF 

THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

2019 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was presented and read.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the Ordinance was 

passed by unanimous roll call vote.  Mayor Kuenning declared Ordinance 08-18 enacted.   

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 11-17 AND MAKING 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE EXPENSES OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN 

HILL FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2018, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

was presented and read.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the Ordinance was 

passed by unanimous roll call vote.  Mayor Kuenning declared Ordinance 09-18 enacted.   

 

Council member Sewell reported that Mrs. Chaney presented to the Finance committee three 

Ordinances related to salary and hourly wages for 2019 for the Police Department, the Public Works/Water 

Works Department and all non-contract employees.  These Ordinances define the minimum and maximum 

pay ranges for all positions within the Village in addition to vacation, longevity, sick time and other benefits.  

Any contractual obligations also are included in the Ordinances.  Mrs. Chaney highlighted clarification, 

grammatical and consistency changes that are being requested.  The Finance committee agreed to recommend 

emergency passage of all three Ordinances.   
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Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the rules were 

suspended by unanimous roll call vote for the following three pay Ordinances.   

 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE COMPENSATION OF EMPLOYEES OF THE 

PUBLIC WORKS/WATER WORKS DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY OF THE 

VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 13-17, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was presented and read. 

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the Ordinance was 

passed by unanimous roll call vote.  Mayor Kuenning declared Ordinance 10-18 enacted.   

 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE COMPENSATION OF THE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, 

REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 14-17, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

was presented and read.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the Ordinance was 

passed by unanimous roll call vote.  Mayor Kuenning declared Ordinance 11-18 enacted.   

 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE COMPENSATION OF PERMANENT 

EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, NOT 

COVERED BY ORDINANCES, 10-18 AND 11-18 REPEALING ORDINANCE 

15-17, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY was presented and read.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the Ordinance was 

passed by unanimous roll call vote.  Mayor Kuenning declared Ordinance 12-18 enacted.   

 

 Council member Sewell reported that the Finance committee continued its discussions from the last 

two months regarding the determination of the income tax rate for the upcoming year.  Over the last few 
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months, the Finance committee reviewed several financial statements, historical spreadsheets, the Village 

Reserves and Income Tax Rate Analysis and future projections.  Some of the factors considered included the 

strong market conditions this year, higher than anticipated income tax receipts in 2017 and 2018, and higher 

than anticipated year-end balances.  She said that notwithstanding the reduction in the income tax rate, budget 

projections continue to forecast sufficient reserves over the next few years.  In addition, the projections 

account for future known and estimated liabilities, a viable and active ten-year capital improvement program 

centered on significant infrastructure needs and cash flow stability.  As always, this rate will continue to be 

analyzed on a yearly basis to account for unanticipated changes and unknown, at this time, infrastructure 

needs.  She said that after discussions, the Finance committee had a majority of its members agree to 

recommend to Council an emergency Ordinance to decrease the income tax rate for 2018 and 2019 from 

0.55% to 0.525%.   

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 93 OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES BY ADOPTING THE CURRENT DEFINITION OF 

ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME IN SECTION 5747.01 OF THE OHIO REVISED 

CODE, AND BY SETTING THE RATE OF 0.525% PROVIDED IN SECTION 

93A-03 FOR THE TAX YEARS 2018 AND 2019, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY was presented and read.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the rules were 

suspended by unanimous roll call vote.   

 

Council member Thayer questioned what would be the reduction in income tax as a result of the tax 

rate change and Ms. Minneci replied that it would be approximately $600,000 annually.  Mayor Kuenning 

said that it is a relatively small amount for a tax reduction compared to the total of $12,000,000 anticipated for 

the collections for the year.  There were a couple months of analysis and updating numbers which made it 

evident that the Village had reserves larger than anticipated.  The majority of the Finance committee felt that 

this would be a nominal decrease but yet show the public that we are trying to be good stewards.  If available, 

we will return monies.   

 

Council member McGraw said that he was the minority on the Finance committee.  He explained that 
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the Village conducted studies on infrastructure such as landslides and culverts so he does not feel that the 

political landscape is stable and therefore the rate should not be reduced.  He would like to have a little more 

certainty.  He would like to have the rate stay the same this year and take another look at it next year when the 

studies are completed so that we have a better idea of the costs of the infrastructure repairs.  He said he wanted 

the other Council members to know why he decided on not recommending the tax reduction.   

 

Council member Armstrong said that the decision before Council is would it be prudent to reduce the 

income tax receipts and that prudence is anticipating the future and that one of the reasons in the notes to 

explain the reduction is that the markets are strong and he believes that the markets are no longer strong.  The 

economy on a macro sense is weakening, housing and technology are also down.  The stock market, which is 

a leading indicator for the economy, is down almost 10%.  Dow Jones industrial average is down 12% 

therefore, today we are not facing strong market conditions.  Federal Reserve is increasing interest rates and if 

they continue it will only make the economy worse.  Local business leaders are saying that their businesses 

are being negatively impacted by the trade war with the Chinese at this point.  No one has an answer to the 

question if this is a correction or a recession.  He said that all of Council took the tour and saw the culverts and 

bridges which need to be repaired and we do not have an estimate of the cost to repair them.   

 

Council member Armstrong said that he believes that the Water Works will also be coming to Council 

for funding to increase its infrastructure at some point in the future.  He said that he concurs with Council 

member McGraw and the vote to lower the income tax at this time is premature.  Possibly Council should wait 

180 days to see how the Federal Reserve and trade situation affects business.  He said that he believes that at 

this time it is not prudent to vote for a decrease of the income tax rate.   

 

Mayor Kuenning said that the culvert study is reflected in the budget and it is baked into a long term 

plan for funding.  The landslide study, which is also called a peer wall study, is not complete and the results 

are unknown.  The Finance committee increased the required reserves to provide for the increase in these 

expenditures.  So the “rainy day fund” was bumped-up for the unknowns.  He said that we will never know for 

certain what the economy and the market are going to do so there is a certain amount of uncertainty we have 

to deal with.   

 

Mayor Kuenning explained that the Finance committee said that even with all of the uncertainty, the 

Minutes 



Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—January 28, 2019 

tax base is basically secure for 2019 because it is based on an economy in 2018 and there is no reason to 

believe that in the next twelve months our tax base will suffer anything dramatic.  Beyond that it is anyone’s 

guess as to what is going to happen to markets or the economy.  He said that ever since 2010, when we had a 

50% increase in the tax rate followed by the reductions in 2014 and 2016, the Village was always worried 

about having deficits and each time the economy proved us wrong and increased.  It resulted in increased 

reserves when we intended to decrease them.   

 

Council member Sewell said that she has put a lot of thought into this issue for one reason this is her 

first time through this process and because she feels she is responsible for it and that the Finance committee 

has looked at this in many different ways.  She agreed with Council member McGraw that there are many 

unknowns.  There has been a culvert study and it is planned out for at least the next three years.  She said that 

we also have landslides and we receive federal state government money to help pay for them.  She said that 

for the first year of this tax reduction we know that we have had a positive economy in 2018 and she could see 

taking a look at this tax issue in 6 months and possibly changing the tax rate through Ordinance for the next 

year if there is a significant change in the direction of the economy.  The Finance committee looked at the 

reserves and the components and determined how much is needed for each component of the reserves. We are 

not putting ourselves in a position where we do not have enough money to fund out budget.  We are reducing 

the reserves for future issues.  We have $5,000,000 in reserve for landslides, there is 35% of the current year 

budget reserved for potential issues that could arise and we have additional funds reserved for the pension 

issues which are more likely never to arise.  She said that she believes we are not adjusting the tax rate to see 

if the budget will be met; we are adjusting the rate to determine the amount that should be held in reserves.  

She said that she believes that there is an adequate amount in the reserves.  Reducing the rate will put the 

reserves more in-line to what they should be.   

 

Council member Krehbiel said that he agrees with Council member McGraw and Council member 

Armstrong that no one foresaw this current market condition but we are looking at a .003 reduction in tax rate 

which is in reality myopic – a very small amount.  We are telling our residents that we have plenty of money 

in our reserves and we do not want to hold it just to hold it.  We are telling our residents we have looked at our 

reserves and we have more than we expected; therefore, we can give it back and we can reverse course later in 

the year if needed.  Council member Krehbiel said that therefore he supports the reduction.  He prefers a more 

prudent course; steady as it goes.  If the economy goes sour there will be a dramatic drop in the income tax 

receipts and all the reserves will be needed.   
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Mayor Kuenning said that you cannot point to anyone that is right or wrong on this issue, it is just a 

different matter of opinion.  If there is extra, we give a little back.  Everyone has a different tolerance for risk 

and ideas of what is going to happen in the future, after 2019 things are up in the air.  If we have to make an 

adjustment in a year, the worst case scenario, we can do that but it is not our intention.   

Council member Armstrong said that he does not think a reduction is right at this time, however, he 

respects the vote of Council.   

 

City Manager Minneci confirmed that the culvert study was only for culverts of a certain size and 

therefore did not include all the culverts.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the motion was 

passed by roll call vote, 4-3.  Mayor Kuenning declared Ordinance 13-18 enacted.   

 

 Council member Sewell said that the Finance committee discussed and agreed to recommend a 

Resolution requesting advance tax payments from the County Auditor.  This Resolution allows the Village to 

receive estimated real estate in advance of the semi-annual payments.  This Resolution is done on an annual 

basis to ensure the County Auditor forwards any tax distributions due the Village in a timely manner.   

 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE COUNTY AUDITOR TO MAKE 

ADVANCE PAYMENTS OF TAXES was presented and read.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the Resolution was 

passed by unanimous voice vote.  Mayor Kuenning declared Resolution number 18-18 adopted.  

 

Council member Sewell reported that the Finance committee reviewed a Resolution to accept the 

Madeira & Indian Hill Joint Fire District appropriations for 2019.  This Resolution is required by the Joint 

Fire District contract.  It is passed by both Madeira and Indian Hill to verify the Fire District’s current year 

budget and permit monthly disbursements to the joint fire district based on a 50/50 contribution from both 

cities.  For 2019, both Indian Hill and Madeira will pay up to $1,845,200, which may be reduced by 

contributions from the Fire Company, interest income and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) billing credits 
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received during 2019.  Council member Sewell said that the Finance committee recommends passage of the 

Resolution.   

 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE 2019 APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE 

MADEIRA AND INDIAN HILL JOINT FIRE DISTRICT was presented and 

read.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the Resolution was 

passed by unanimous voice vote.  Mayor Kuenning declared Resolution number 19-18 adopted.  

 

Council member Sewell reported that the Finance committee reviewed two Resolutions to renew 

updated contracts with Bahl & Gaynor and Bartlett Wealth Management for fiduciary services related to the 

Rowe Arboretum Fund and General Fund (Bartlett only).  She said that the Finance committee recommends 

passage of both Resolutions.   

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN 

INVESTMENT ADVISORY AGREEMENT IN SUBSTANTIAL FORMAT 

WITH BAHL & GAYNOR, INC. FOR FIDUCIARY SERVICES RELATED TO 

THE ROWE ARBORETUM FUND was presented and read.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the Resolution was 

passed by unanimous voice vote.  Mayor Kuenning declared Resolution number 20-18 adopted.  

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN 

INVESTMENT ADVISORY AGREEMENT IN SUBSTANTIAL FORMAT 

WITH BARTLETT WEALTH MANAGEMENT FOR FIDUCIARY SERVICES 

RELATED TO THE ROWE ARBORETUM FUND AND THE GENERAL 

FUND was presented and read.   

Upon motion by Council member Sewell, seconded by Council member Thayer, the Resolution was 

passed by unanimous voice vote.  Mayor Kuenning declared Resolution number 21-18 adopted.  

Minutes 
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LAW COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member  Armstrong directed Council’s attention to a memo 

titled, “Law Committee”.  He reported that the Law committee met on December 6, 2018 to review several 

issues in advance of the Council meeting.  

 

 Council member Armstrong reported that Ms. Minneci and Mr. Phillips presented to the Law 

committee the November legal activity report, a copy of the report is included in the Council packet.  The 

report included updates on Green Area donations, review of contracts, review of a Bureau of Workers’ 

Compensation case, review of a current foreclosure proceeding and Mayor’s Court.   

 

 Council member Armstrong reported that the Law committee discussed the zoning Ordinance as it 

relates to lot coverage.  The Law committee would like staff to review this section during the 2019 codified 

Ordinance review process to determine if recommendations should be made with how lot coverage is applied 

for community-oriented facilities.   

 

 Council member Armstrong reported that staff presented a resident’s request to purchase green area 

parcels.  He said that after a thorough discussion, the Law committee indicated the request neither meets the 

Village’s philosophy of preserving green area nor does it center on purchase agreements entered into by 

previous Councils.   

 

 Council member Armstrong reported that the Law committee reviewed a Resolution assessing the 

costs to a resident’s property tax bill on Brill Road.  This assessment is related to costs incurred by the Village 

related to labor and materials.  The Law committee recommends passage of the Resolution.   

 

A RESOLUTION ASSESSING THE COSTS TO THE PROPERTY TAX 

DUPLICATE FOR THE SECURANCE OF THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 

7925 BRILL ROAD, PARCEL 529-0125-0061 was presented and read.   

 

Upon motion by Council member Armstrong, seconded by Council member Thayer, the Resolution 

was passed by unanimous voice vote.  Mayor Kuenning declared Resolution number 22-18 adopted.  

 

Minutes 



Village of Indian Hill Council Packet—January 28, 2019 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member  Cowan directed Council’s 

attention to a memo titled, “Buildings and Grounds Committee”.  She reported that the Buildings and Grounds 

committee met on December 11, 2018 to review several items in advance of the Council meeting.   

 

 Council member Cowan reported that Mr. Adkins presented the departmental activity report, a copy of 

the report is included in the Council packet.  She reported that staff installed a new sign post and stop sign 

near the Rangers garage and winterized the Administration building’s irrigation system.  The Christmas tree 

was assembled at the Little Red Schoolhouse.  She also reported that staff installed a batting cage net at Camp 

Dennison.   

 

 Council member Cowan reported that Mrs. Wade-Dorman and Mr. West distributed the project 

management report, a copy of the report is included in the Council packet.  Mr. West highlighted a Grand 

Valley bird walk, organized by Campbell Jolly and Cynthia King which approximately 35 people attended.  

They also discussed the Indian Hill Garden Club’s generous offer to plant a two acre patch of milkweed and 

wildflowers at Grand Valley.  The planting is anticipated in the fall/winter 2019. 

 

 Council member Cowan reported that Mr. West indicated that soil samples have been completed at the 

Bonnell House and Little Red Schoolhouse to understand the impact on the design and location of upgraded 

septic systems at each location.  She said that staff continues to work with Hamilton County on design 

alternatives for the Little Red Schoolhouse septic system due to its limited area and existing utilities.   

 

Council member Cowan reported that Mrs. Wade-Dorman indicated that the Reforest the Hill tree 

purchases by Turner Farm in honor of Mrs. Helen Black were planted along Mrs. Black’s nature trail on 

Drake Road.  The 2019 Reforest the Hill program will focus its planting efforts on the Green Areas in front of 

Indian Hill High School and Meadow Grove Lane.   

 

Council member Cowan reported that staff presented a request from the City of Madeira’s recreational 

organization to utilize Stephan Field baseball fields.  Staff indicated it will acquire additional information 

from Madeira on its frequency needs and research previous conversations regarding the renting of Indian Hill 

fields to outside organizations.   
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Council member Cowan reported that staff announced that an Indian Hill resident has communicated 

his desire to donate $20,000 to assist in repairs to Stephan Field baseball fields.  She said that currently, staff 

is working on draft signage that is being requested by the donor and will look to add the repair costs to the 

2019 budget.  It is anticipated that the donation will be received in 2018 with the repairs occurring in 2019. 

 

Council member Cowan reported that staff presented a resident’s request to purchase green area 

parcels.  After a thorough discussion, the Buildings and Grounds committee indicated the request neither 

meets the Village’s philosophy of preserving green area nor does it center on purchase agreements entered 

into by previous Councils.   

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member  Krehbiel directed Council’s attention to 

a memo titled, “Public Works Committee”.  He reported that the Public Works committee met on December 

11, 2018 to review several items in advance of the Council meeting.   

 

Council member Krehbiel reported that Mr. Adkins presented the departmental activity report, a copy 

of which is included in the Council packet.  Council member Krehbiel explained that staff cleared trees from 

the right-of-way on several streets.  Several storm water catch basins and pipe separation repairs were 

performed throughout the Village.  Council member Krehbiel said that the holiday scene also was assembled 

for the season.  He said that thus far, there have been 5 snow events, 1.75 inches of snow accumulations, 232 

tons of salt used and 825 gallons of brine used.   

 

Council member Krehbiel reported that Mrs. Wade-Dorman presented the project management report, 

a copy of which is included in the Council packet.  He reported that Grand Valley resurfacing has been 

completed.  Staff continues to work on a construction schedule for the Weil Road stream restoration project 

that is expected to begin in January.   

 

Council member Krehbiel reported that Mrs. Wade-Dorman explained the Spooky Hollow and Blome 

Road culvert repair project will begin after January 1st.  Initial work includes the contractor removing trees to 

prepare the installation of the temporary poles and relocation of the overhead lines.   

 

Council member Krehbiel reported that through the efforts of Mrs. Wade-Dorman, the Village has 
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received an Ohio Public Works Commission grant in the amount of $164,000 for the Remington Road culvert 

repair that will take place in 2019.  The Village will match the funding with a $164,000 contribution from the 

State Highway Fund.   

 

Council member Krehbiel reported that Mrs. Wade-Dorman explained that the Shawnee Run Road 

project continues to work through the ODOT review process.  ODOT has indicated the project has been 

moved back to a summer 2019 sale date.  Terracon has provided a draft of the final landslide and retaining 

wall assessment.  He said that staff is reviewing the draft with a final report being prepared by the end of the 

year.   

 

Council member Krehbiel reported that staff provided an update on the Blome Road Bridge.  Hamilton 

County is expected to perform engineering on the bridge in 2019 with reconstruction to begin in 2020.  

Council and staff will begin evaluating the pros and cons of maintaining a one lane bridge or increasing it to 

two lanes.  The bridge’s historic trestle will be taken under significant consideration in this process.   

 

WATER WORKS REPORT:  Mayor  Kuenning directed Council’s attention to a memo titled, “W ater 

Works and Deregulation Committee”.  He reported that the Water Works committee met on December 11, 

2018 to review several items in advance of the Council meeting.   

 

Mayor Kuenning reported that Mr. Adkins presented the departmental activity report, a copy of which 

is included in the Council packet.  He reported that staff repaired three main breaks totaling 55 for this year 

and performed fire hydrant repairs.  Plant operators responded to 286 customer service calls.  He said that staff 

installed a new control panel for the water fill station. 

 

Mayor Kuenning reported that Mrs. Wade-Dorman distributed the project management report, a copy 

of which is included in the Council packet.  He reported that the water treatment plant power distribution 

improvements will be closed out after final testing and training.  Construction drawings and contract 

documents for the Algonquin water main replacement project were filed with actual construction taking place 

in 2020.  Mayor Kuenning reported that Shillito water main replacement is needing one more acquisition 

agreement.  The construction drawings for this project are going through final review.   
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SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member  McGraw directed Council’s attention to a memo 

titled, “Safety Committee”.  He reported that the Safety committee met on December 6, 2018 to review 

several items in advance of the Council meeting.   

 

Council member McGraw reported that Chief Ashbrock presented the Fire/EMS report, a copy of 

which is included in the Council packet.  He reported that there was a car/garage fire on Tupelo Lane and 

Coffee Please had a roaster which caught fire.  EMS runs are 63 more this year compared to last year.   

 

Council member McGraw reported that Chief Ashbrock provided an update on the hiring process to 

replace three part-time firefighters with three full-time firefighters.  He said that after interviews and testing, 

the final eligibility list includes ten individuals.  It is a combination of lateral hires from other organizations, 

current MIHJFD part-time staff and part-time staff from other jurisdictions.  Council member McGraw 

reported that Chief Ashbrock indicated three conditional offers of employment will be sent out soon with 

acceptances by the end of the year.   

 

Council member McGraw reported that Colonel Schlie presented the Rangers report, a copy of which 

is included in the Council packet.  He said that over the past month, cases have involved identification theft, 

general information and dog cases.  He said that Colonel Schlie highlighted that the deer count is on pace with 

last year and that 21 coyotes have been taken.  Council member McGraw said that Mayor Kuenning suggested 

that Detective Shawn Perdue have a public presentation on coyotes.  He said that Detective Perdue has 

presented at several organization meetings throughout the Village over the years and has written many articles 

for the Bulletin.   

 

Council member McGraw reported that staff addressed a resident’s concerns about RedPlum 

advertising.  RedPlum is one organization which distributes advertising flyers for local grocery stores.  The 

flyers are placed in the residents’ driveways.  Concerns center on the accumulation of these flyers on people’s 

driveways when they are not home and the clutter.  The resident was requesting the Village to stop the 

distribution throughout the Village.  Council member McGraw reported that staff indicated that residents may 

opt-out of the delivery service by calling RedPlum directly or going to its website.  However, a word of 

caution – drivers may change and the information may not get passed on to the new driver.  Also, there are 

some residents who may utilize the flyers.  Council member McGraw reported that after discussion, the Safety 
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committee recommends that an article be placed in the Bulletin making residents aware of the ability to opt-

out with RedPlum advertising.   

 

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT:  Council member Thayer directed Council’s attention to a memo 

titled, “Planning Commission”.  He reported that the Planning Commission met on November 20, 2018 to 

review several issues.   

 

 Council member Thayer reported that the Planning Commission conditionally approved a special 

exception and variance request for the Indian Hill Exempted Village School District at 6865 Drake Road for 

the improvements related to the athletic facilities.   

 Council member Thayer reported that the Planning Commission conditionally approved a special 

exception for the Greenacres Foundation at 8375 Spooky Hollow Road which is under the continuing 

jurisdiction of the Planning Commission.  The improvement will allow the Foundation to make the following 

improvements: 

 

1. Remodel the interior of the existing home to be used by the estate crew who maintains the 600 acre 

property; 

2. Tear down six accessory structures; 

3. Construct three new accessory structures for equipment storage, tool storage, mechanics shop and 

wood shop; and 

Site improvements also include adding gravel driveways and parking areas, salt and gravel storage 

bins and fuel storage. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  Ms. Minneci repor ted that the Administrative offices will be closed for  

Christmas on December 24 and 25, 2018 and closed for New Year’s Day on January 1, 2019.   

 

 Ms. Minneci asked Council to select a date for the Goal Setting meeting.  Council selected January 7, 

2019 at 7:30 a.m. 
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 Ms. Minneci said that the Community Forum date also needs to be set for 2019.  Council agreed to 

“pencil in” April 29, 2019 as the date for the Community Forum at 7:30 p.m.  Council can develop ideas on 

the format for the Forum which could include the possibility of having the Forum at the Little Red 

Schoolhouse.  The time could be 6:30 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. - to be determined. 

 

Ms. Minneci said that she would send out the goals for 2018 and the draft for 2019.   

 Ms. Minneci requested date changes for February and May 2019 committee meetings: 

 Public Safety/Law changed to Thursday, February 7, 2019 – Public Safety at 7:30 a.m. and Law at 

8:00 a.m.) 

 Public Works/Grounds/Water Works changed to Tuesday, May 7, 2019 – Public Works at 7:00 

a.m., Grounds at 7:30 a.m. and Water Works at 8:00 a.m.  The meeting dates and times were 

approved by Council members. 

 

There being no further business to come before Council, Mayor Kuenning declared the meeting 

adjourned. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

             
Mark D. Kuenning, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

      
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk 
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The Finance Committee met on January 18, 2019 at 7:30 a.m. in the City Manager’s office.  All members 
were present (Mr. Krehbiel via teleconference).  Mr. Riordan, Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, and Mr. Gully were 
the staff members in attendance.   
 

1. Mr. Riordan provided the December financial statements (Financial Statements Attached): 
 

a. Income Tax Receipts: The Village received $202,149 which is approximately $2.9 million less 
than received in December 2017. This significant difference is due to the changes in federal tax 
laws that took effect in December 2017.  Year to date cash receipts are 101% of budget.   

b. Operating Disbursements: Operating expenditures equate to $1,105,613 which is $43,000 
more than December 2017.  This is due to timing of payments. 

c. CIRF: Disbursements totaled $398,318. This relates to landslide, resur facing and contractual 
services. 

d. Water Works Receipts: Water  usage receipts were $186,850 which is approximately equal to 
December 2017 receipts. 

e. Water Works Disbursements: Total operating disbursements of $592,678 is approximately 
$336,000 more than December 2017.  This is due to a change in Metropolitan Sewer District’s 
(MSD) billing process from quarterly to monthly. 

f. Water Works CIRF:  Total expenditures equate to $193,029.  This relates to generator  
repairs and meter changeovers. 

g. Long Term Debt:  There was no activity in December .  The balance for  the 2009 Water  
Works bonds which mature in 2028 are $2,255,000. 

h. Cash and Investments: Total month end cash and investments were $26,900,226 compared to 
$28,177,754 in November 2018 and $29,399,095 in December 2017.   Month to month and year to 
year changes are due to normal operations and changes in the federal tax laws in December 2017.  

i. Rowe Funds: The market value as of December  31st is $3,619,285.  The unrecognized gain is 
$677,424.  Total monthly operating receipts, including dividends, were $13,742 with monthly 
operating expenses totaling $20,310 and investment sale net gain of $202,155. 

j. Green Areas Funds: The market value as of December  31st is $2,611,944.  The unrecognized 
gain is $1,278,182. Total monthly earnings equate to $12,101 with monthly expenses totaling 
$8,147. 

 
2. Mr. Gully presented the 2018 General Revenue Detail Report for the Committee to review. 

 
3. The Committee discussed coordinating the development of Council Goals with the budget process.  

The Committee would like to discuss this at the upcoming Council meeting and recommend holding a 
Council Goals session at the beginning of August rather than January. 

 
4. Staff provided an update on Keller Road Bridge.  Hamilton County completed design work last fall 

and has scheduled replacement construction in 2019.  Contrary to what was told to the Village in 
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previous meetings, the County indicated in late December 2018 that, after the 2019 budget was passed 
by Council, a local match of 50% of the project costs will be required for construction to be 
completed.  The bridge did require repairs a few years ago which was fully funded by the County; 
however, those repairs were temporary in nature.  The Committee discussed the request for an 
additional appropriation of $500,000.  Due to the uncertainty of receiving funding in the future from 
both grant opportunities and the County as well as increased costs in future years, the Finance 
Committee agreed to recommend an emergency Ordinance for an additional appropriation to the 2019 
budget for $500,000 to take advantage of the County’s matching funds at this time (Emergency 
Ordinance Attached). 
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The Law Committee met on January 17, 2019 at 8:00 a.m. in the City Manager’s conference room.   All 
members were present (Mr. Thayer and Mr. Armstrong via teleconference).  Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West and Mr. 
Phillips were the staff members in attendance.  
 

1. Staff presented the December legal activity report.  The report included updates on green area 
donations, review of contracts, review of a Bureau of Workers’ Compensation case, review of a 
current foreclosure proceeding, and Mayor’s Court.  

 
2. Mr. West provided the Committee an update on the December Planning Commission decision related 

to a subdivision proposal. 
 
3. Staff presented an update on the 35 acre Dravo property that is adjacent to Grand Valley.  The 

company is dissolving and the Village is working to get the first right of refusal agreement recorded 
that was agreed to several years ago.  Staff will work with Frost Brown Todd to research the property’s 
history and other factors to determine if it wishes to pursue purchasing it.   

 
4. The Committee discussed and provided direction to staff on the upcoming renewal of the agreement 

between the Village and the Indian Hill Historical Society. 
 
5. Mr. West presented a request to reaffirm the acceptance and dedication of Eagle Ridge Drive and the 

portions of Blome Road and Loveland Madeira Road that are located in Eagle Ridge Subdivision.  Mr. 
West was notified by a title attorney that the Village had not accepted the street and dedication of right
-of-way for Eagle Ridge Drive after Ordinance No. 08-91 was passed in May 1991.  Hamilton County 
also noted that the Ordinance did not include accepting the right-of-way dedication for the portion of 
Eagle Ridge Subdivision that was adjacent to Blome Road and Loveland Madeira Road.  Therefore, 
staff presented a draft Ordinance that would address these outstanding items as well as re-affirm the 
acceptance of Eagle Ridge Drive.  After discussion, the Committee was in favor of recommending 
passage of the Ordinance, on a non-emergency basis (Ordinance Attached). 

 
6. Staff presented a draft Ordinance for the transfer of property to the Indian Hill Exempted Village 

School District that would provide the land area needed for the District to meet the lot coverage 
requirements per the Zoning Ordinance.  The School District received conditional approval from the 
Planning Commission for the construction of a new building that would provide locker rooms, 
concessions, trainer rooms, and restrooms adjacent to the athletic facilities, subject to an agreement 
being worked out between the Village and the District. 

 
 Staff provided a brief history on Ordinance #29-60 which highlights the Village and the District’s 

Purchase and Sale Agreement that permitted the Village to sell the District additional land area as 
needed for schools and recreational purposes.   The agreement states that the property would be deed 
restricted to remain a Green Area parcel and a reverter clause that the land will transfer back to the 
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Committee Reports—Law 

Village if the District no longer needs the property. 
 
 After a brief discussion, the Committee was in favor of recommending passage of an Emergency 

Ordinance which would authorize the City Manager to convey property to the Board of Education of 
the Indian Hill Exempted School District.  The Law Committee discussed the need for the school 
district to begin construction at the soonest date possible in order to meet the construction completion 
date of August 2019, which constitutes the need to approve the Ordinance as an emergency 
(Emergency Ordinance Attached).     
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ORDINANCE NO.   -19 

 

ORDINANCE TO REAFFIRM THE APPROVAL OF THE PLAT OF EAGLE 
RIDGE SUBDIVISION RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 266, PAGES 48 AND 49 OF 
THE HAMILTON COUNTY RECORDER’S OFFICE, AND ACCEPTING THE 
DEDICATION OF EAGLE RIDGE DRIVE, AND THE PORTIONS OF BLOME 
ROAD AND LOVELAND-MADEIRA ROAD THAT ARE LOCATED IN EAGLE 
RIDGE SUBDIVISION  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, OHIO: 

 

Section 1.   Village Council passed Ordinance No. 08-91 on May 20, 1991 approving the plat 
of Eagle Ridge Subdivision and accepting dedication of Eagle Ridge Drive.  However, the Ordinance 
did not include the portions of Blome Road and Loveland-Madeira Road that are located in Eagle 
Ridge Subdivision.   

 

Section 2. That the plat of dedication of Eagle Ridge Subdivision, as Recorded in Plat 
Book 266, Pages 48 and 49 of the Hamilton County Recorder’s Office, be and the same are approved, 
and the portions of Eagle Ridge Drive, Blome Road, and Loveland-Madeira Road contained therein 
are accepted as dedicated streets in the City of the Village of Indian Hill. 

 

     PASSED:  January 28, 2019 

 

 

                                                             _____________________________ 
                 Mark C. Kuenning, Mayor   

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________ 
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk 
 

 

 

First Reading – January 28, 2019 
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ORDINANCE NO.     -19 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO CONVEY 
PROPERTY TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE INDIAN HILL 
EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY 

 
 WHEREAS, the Village purchased cer tain proper ty in the City of the Village of Indian Hill, 
Ohio (“Village”) pursuant to Ordinance No. 29-60 of the Council of the Village, comprising approximately 89 
acres; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Indian Hill Exempted Village School Distr ict 
(“District) purchased certain property adjacent thereto; and  
 

WHEREAS, said purchases of land were made by the Village and the Distr ict in cooperation 
with each other and having in view aspects of municipal planning of public grounds, protection of public 
buildings, creation of green belt and forest preserves, and provision for future land needs of the District for 
schools and recreational purposes; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Distr ict received conditional approval from the Planning Commission on 

November 20, 2018 to construct improvements adjacent to the existing recreational facilities subject to 
acquiring a portion of the adjacent Village owned property so that the existing non-conforming lot coverage 
does not worsen; and 
 

WHEREAS, the needs and purposes aforesaid of the Village and the Distr ict are compatible and 
the Village and the District desire to provide for the future use of the properties and the disposition of portions 
of the property of the Village and the acquisition thereof by the District; 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, 
HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO: 

 
 Section 1.  The City Manager is hereby authorized to convey the Village owned property to the 
Board of Education of the Indian Hill Exempted Village School District per the attached plat of survey and 
subject to the conditions outlined below.  
 
 Section 2. The purchase price shall be the same as established in Council Ord. No. 30-60, Ord. 
No. 24-67 and Ord. No. 24-68, which stated that the purchase price for any and all future acquisition property 
acquired by the District from the Village shall be calculated by the use of the following formula:  
 

Number of acres x $4,280.84 plus 2-1/2% simple interest per annum 
on said sum for the period between January 1, 1961 and the date of 
acquisition.   

  
 Section 3. The subject property shall be deed restricted consistent with green area parcels, and 
Grantor and Grantee agree that at all times shall in perpetuity hold, protect and maintain said premises forever 
as a woodlands and other open tree spaces for the protection of unspoiled natural beauty and as a sanctuary for 
birds and other animals of the forests, but it shall not be deemed inconsistent herewith for riders of horses, 
with or without hounds, to ride over, through and across said premises.   
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Section 4.  The subject property shall revert to the Village if the District ceases to need the subject 

property for purposes of meeting the lot coverage requirement or if the District ceases to operate the adjacent 
property as a public school.  
 

Section 5.  In order to allow the District to begin construction at the earliest date possible to meet 
August 2019 deadline, this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency and shall take affect and be in 
force immediately upon passage. 
 
      PASSED: January 28, 2019 
 
 
              
      Mark D. Kuenning, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk    
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FIDUCIARY DEED 

 

The City of the Village of Indian Hill, a municipal corpora on, as Trustee nevertheless of the Green Areas and 
Recrea onal Fund of the Village of Indian Hill, as recorded in Miscellaneous Book 20, Page 576 of the Hamilton 
County, Ohio records (“Grantor”), for valuable considera on paid, grants, with general warranty covenants, to the 
Board of Educa on of the Indian Hill Exempted Village School District (“Grantee”), whose address  is 6855 Drake 
Road, Cincinna , Ohio 45243, the real estate described on the a ached Exhibit A (the “Property”), to have and to hold 
for  so  long  as  (a)  the  Property  is  needed  for Grantee  to  sa sfy  the  lot  coverage  requirements  under  the  Zoning 
Ordinance of  the Village of  Indian Hill  (“Zoning Code”)  for Grantee’s adjacent  real estate depicted on  the a ached 
Exhibit B  (the “Adjacent Property”), or  (b)  the Adjacent Property  is operated by Grantee as a public  school  serving 
residents of The City of the Village of Indian Hill.  If (i) the Property is no longer necessary for Grantee to sa sfy the lot 
coverage requirements under the Zoning Code, or  (ii) the Adjacent Property ceases to be operated by Grantee as a 
public school serving residents of The City of the Village of Indian Hill, then Grantee’s ownership of the Property shall 
be automa cally terminated and ownership of the Property shall automa cally revert to Grantor in fee simple.  At any 
me a er the occurrence of either of the foregoing events, Grantor may execute and record an affidavit confirming 

that ownership of the Property has reverted to Grantor. 

The  following  are  excepted  from  the  fiduciary  covenants:  easements,  restric ons  and  covenants  of  record;  legal 
highways; and real estate taxes and assessments not yet due and payable. 

Auditor’s Parcel Number: ____________________________ 

Prior Instrument Reference: Official Record Book 4340, Page 173 of the Records of Hamilton County, Ohio.  

This conveyance is further subject to the following restric on: Grantor and Grantee agree that the Grantee shall at all 
mes  herea er  in  perpetuity  hold,  protect  and maintain  the  Property  forever  as woodlands  and  other  open  tree 

spaces for the protec on of unspoiled natural beauty and as a sanctuary for birds and other animals of the forests, but 
it shall not be deemed  inconsistent herewith for riders of horses, with or without hounds, to ride over, through and 
across the Property. 

  

[SIGNATURE PAGE TO GENERAL WARRANTY DEED] 

 

  Executed this ____ day of ______________, 2019. 

 

      GRANTOR:       

      The City of the Village of Indian Hill, a     
      municipal corpora on, as Trustee nevertheless  of the Green Areas 
      and Recrea onal Fund of 

       the Village of Indian Hill, as recorded in 

       Miscellaneous Book 20, Page 576 of the 

      Hamilton County, Ohio records 

         

            By:             

            Print Name:           
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            Title:             

 

 

STATE OF OHIO, COUNTY OF HAMILTON   )   ss: 

  The  foregoing  instrument  was  acknowledged  before  me  on  the  ___  day  of  ___________,  2019  by 
__________________________________, the ___________________________ of The City of the Village of Indian Hill, 
a municipal corpora on, as Trustee nevertheless of the Green Areas and Recrea onal Fund of the Village of Indian Hill, 
as recorded in Miscellaneous Book 20, Page 576 of the Hamilton County, Ohio records, on behalf of such Trustee.  

                       

            Notary Public 

            My commission expires:    

 

 

 

This instrument prepared by: 

C. Alyse Bender Hoffer, A orney at Law / F  B  T  LLC 

3300 Great American Tower / 301 East Fourth Street / Cincinna , Ohio 45202 

9223301.0579607   4826-2369-9078v1 

 

 
EXHIBIT A 

 

Legal Descrip on of Property 

0.926 Acres 

 

Situated in Sec on 6, Town 4, Frac onal Range 2, BTM, Columbia Township, Village of Indian Hill, Hamilton County, 
Ohio, being part of a tract of land conveyed to Village of Indian Hill in DB 4340 PG. 173 of the Hamilton County, Ohio 
Recorder's Office, the boundary of which being more par cularly described as follows: 

Beginning  at  a  found  concrete monument  at  a  northerly  corner  of  a  49.505  acre  tract  conveyed  to  Board  of 
Educa on of  the  Indian Hill Exempted Village School District as  shown  in PB 365 Page 73,  said point being S05°
18'45"W, a distance of 353.18  feet and N83°58’15"W, a distance of 625  feet  from  the northeast  corner of  said 
Sec on 6 

Thence along the lines of said 49.505 acre tract, S05°18’45"W, a distance of 240.00 feet to a set 5/8" iron pin;  

Thence con nuing, N48°41’15"W, a distance of 415.46 feet to a set 5/8" iron pin; 

Thence along a new division line, S83°58'15"E, a distance of 336.14 feet to the Point of Beginning. 

Containing 0.926 acres, more or less and being subject to easements, restric ons and rights of way of record.  
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Bearings are based on The Ohio State Plane Coordinate System, South Zone. 

The above descrip on  is based on a field survey performed by the Kleingers Group under the direct supervision of 
Randy C. Wolfe, Ohio Professional Surveyor No. 8033. 

This conveyance  is a transfer between adjoining  lot owners made  in compliance with Sec on 711.001 Subsec on (B) 
(1) Ohio Revised Code and does not create an addi onal building site nor violate any zoning regula on or other public 
regula on  in  the parcel hereby  conveyed or  the balance of  the parcel  retained by  the Grantor herein.  The parcel 
hereby  conveyed may not herea er be  conveyed  separately  from  the Grantee's adjoining parcel without  the prior 
approval of the authority having approved jurisdic on of plats. 

 

 

 
EXHIBIT B 

 

Depic on of Adjacent Property 

 

Hamilton County, Ohio, Plat Book 365, Page 73 

49.505 Acres 

 

[see a ached] 
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The Buildings and Grounds Committee met at 7:30 a.m. on January 22, 2019 in the City Manager’s 
conference room. All members were present, including Mayor Kuenning.  Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West and Mr. 
Adkins were the staff members in attendance.   
 
1. Mr. Adkins presented the Departmental Activity Report (Report Attached).  Staff installed a new sign post 

at Livingston Lodge, removed honeysuckle on Green Areas, and planted daffodils on Drake Road in front 
of the high school.  Staff also repaired the irrigation system at Kugler Mill Fields.     

 
2. Mr. West distributed the Project Management Report (Report Attached).  Mr. West continues to work with 

Hamilton County Public Health to determine the best alternative for septic design for Bonnell House and 
Little Red Schoolhouse.  Mr. West provided the annual statistics on Grand Valley attendance.  The 2018 
total attendance of 18,728 is higher than the 2017 attendance of 17,672 and the five year average of 
18,206.  Figures are based on Grand Valley card swipes minus employee and vendor use. 
 

3. Staff presented an update on the 35 acre Dravo property that is adjacent to Grand Valley.  The company is 
dissolving and the Village is working to get the first right of refusal agreement recorded that was agreed to 
several years ago.  Staff will work with Frost Brown Todd to research the property’s history and other 
factors to determine if it wishes to pursue purchasing it.   
 

4. The Committee discussed and provided direction to staff on the upcoming renewal of the agreement 
between the Village and the Indian Hill Historical Society. 
 

5. Staff followed up on last month’s discussions about a request from the City of Madeira’s recreational 
organization to utilize Stephan Field baseball fields.  The Committee discussed Madeira’s usage needs, 
past discussions with Grounds Committee, the Indian Hill teams’ schedules, liability concerns and 
possible traffic congestion.  The Committee recommended maintaining the current arrangements with 
baseball field usage understanding that some Indian Hill Recreation Commission teams include Madeira 
players (and vice-versa) to create full teams. 
 

6. Mrs. Minneci provided an overview of her discussions with Dr. Turner regarding the creation of a 
volunteer commission within the Village.  Mrs. Minneci will work with Dr. Turner to have these 
discussions with Indian Hill and Cincinnati Country Day schools. 

 
7. Staff distributed a draft Resolution accepting the 2018 Green Area donations which equated to 8.3945 

acres.  This compares to 4.4647 acres in 2017 and 1.5302 acres donated in 2016.  The Committee agreed 
to recommend passage of the Resolution at the Council meeting (Resolution Attached). 

Committee Reports—Buildings & Grounds 
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE MEETING  
JANUARY 22, 2019 

ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 

 
Buildings and Grounds 
 Performed routine maintenance at all facilities 
 Installed a new sign post at Livingston Lodge  
 Picked up leaves at Administration Building and Little Red Schoolhouse 
 
Green Areas Maintenance 
 Removed honeysuckle from Green Area on William Henry Harrison 
 Planted daffodil bulbs in the newly cleared area in front of the High School 
 
Park Maintenance 
 Performed routine maintenance at all park facilities 
 Repaired irrigation system at Kugler Mill Fields 
 Poured concrete pads for park benches 
 
Recreational Field Maintenance 
 Continued laying out lacrosse fields for upcoming season 
 
Bridle Trails Maintenance 
 No report 
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BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE MEETING 
January 22, 2019 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 
 
GRAND VALLEY  
Attendance:               November 2018         December 2018 
 Total*                              1149                           959   
  Daily Average**                                    25                   27 
 Weekend Average***                                 151                             78    
 *Denotes Actual Preserve Facility Users (card swipes) 
 **Denotes Each Day Monday thru Friday    

***Denotes Both Saturday & Sunday Together 
 
 

Paving North Drive:  JK Meurer  completed paving the road from the br idge to the nor th end.    
 

SEPTIC DESIGN 
The soil scientist has completed soil samples and preliminary design for the Bonnell House.  We continue to 
work with the designer and HCPH on a solution that best fits the Little Red Schoolhouse and addresses all of 
the constraints without limiting the economic viability of the rental income and natural appearance of the 
property.     

 
GREEN AREA GIFTS 
Below is a list of green area gift donations that staff completed in 2018: 

 
David Meyer, 9230 Old Indian Hill Road - 1.4726 Acres  
Gail Bongiovanni, 8250 Eagle Ridge – 1.0 Acre 
Job & Achamma Kakkasseril, 8327 Old Hickory Drive - 1.0203 Acres 
Thomas & Marilyn Zemboch, 9655 Tall Trail - 2.0003 Acres 
Jody Klekamp & Marta Callahan, Voorhees Vineyard Sub. - 2.9013 Acres 
 
Total Acres = 8.3945 

 
REFOREST THE HILL PROGRAM 
The total amount received in donations in 2018 is $27,335.00 and is up from the $19,600 received in 2017. In 
preparation for next year’s Reforest the Hill program, staff has been evaluating the donation form to better 
address complete sections of wooded areas (i.e. Drake Road in front of the school) in order to plant a variety 
of tree sizes and types to improve the diversity and health of the wooded area. Funding is still available from 
2018 to complete a 2019 spring planting.  
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Annual Attendance Comparison  

 

  Jan. 2012     Feb. 2012     Mar. 2012      Apr. 2012     May 2012    Jun. 2012  

Total       951  1124         1638     1907   2184         2137 

Daily Ave.*             23     32             44          57       64             60     

Weekend Ave.**     99   113           149       159     178           194   

 

   Jul. 2012     Aug. 2012     Sep. 2012     Oct 2012     Nov. 2012     Dec. 2012 

Total     1584    1830         1632             1389            1332                924         

Daily Ave.*         44                  48             43                 42                  39                  23  

Weekend Ave.**   140    182          156               105                121                  98  

 

Total = 18,632/Year ~ Ave. = 1,553/Month ~ 43/Week Day ~ 141/Weekend 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

  Jan. 2013     Feb. 2013     Mar. 2013      Apr. 2013     May 2013    Jun. 2013  

Total      1001   797         1075     1820   2001        2367 

Daily Ave.*              25    22            24          46      57           65     

Weekend Ave.**    105    91          113       204    171         215   

 

   Jul. 2013     Aug. 2013     Sep. 2013     Oct 2013     Nov. 2013     Dec. 2013 

Total      2151   2210         2059             1619           1257        728          

Daily Ave.*         58                  58                 56                 44                 33                 21 

Weekend Ave.**    202    207          194               154               124                 60  

 

Total = 19,085/12 Months ~ Ave. = 1,590.5/Month ~ 42.5/Week Day ~ 153.5/Weekend 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Jan. 2014     Feb. 2014     Mar. 2014      Apr. 2014     May 2014    Jun. 2014  

Total        633   396         1119     1799  2294        2183 

Daily Ave.*              16    11            29         40    59           52     

Weekend Ave.**      64    44          102      231  220         242   

 

   Jul. 2014     Aug. 2014     Sep. 2014     Oct 2014     Nov. 2014     Dec. 2014 

Total      2335   2108         1997             1464            1107        908           

Daily Ave.*         66                  54                 52                 38                  26              26 

Weekend Ave.**    201    197          214               147                118               80     

 

Total = 18,343/12 Months ~ Ave. = 1,528.5/Month ~ 39.0/Week Day ~ 155.0/Weekend 
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  Jan. 2015     Feb. 2015     Mar. 2015      Apr. 2015     May 2015    Jun. 2015  

Total        881   445         1030     1877  2197        1716 

Daily Ave.*              24    11            24         49     58           45     

Weekend Ave.**      80    59          114      203   195         184   

 

   Jul. 2015     Aug. 2015     Sep. 2015     Oct 2015     Nov. 2015     Dec. 2015 

Total      1964   2437         1512             1721            1389        966           

Daily Ave.*         54                  60                 38                 47                  38              27 

Weekend Ave.**    183    234          168               152                119               86     

 

Total = 18,135/12 Months ~ Ave. = 1,511/Month ~ 40/Week Day ~ 148/Weekend 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Jan. 2016     Feb. 2016     Mar. 2016      Apr. 2016     May 2016    Jun. 2016  

Total        942  982        1424    1739  1934        2048 

Daily Ave.*              20    19            38         41      56           61    

Weekend Ave.**    106    74          138      196    157         177   

 

   Jul. 2016     Aug. 2016     Sep. 2016     Oct 2016     Nov. 2016     Dec. 2016 

Total      1909   1460         1673             1721            1596        726           

Daily Ave.*          46                  37                 43                 47                  35               21 

Weekend Ave.**    188    154           179              152                 209               57    

 

Total = 18,154/12 Months ~ Ave. = 1,513/Month ~ 39/Week Day ~ 149/Weekend 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Jan. 2017     Feb. 2017     Mar. 2017      Apr. 2017     May 2017    Jun. 2017  

Total        779  1156        1137    2078  2002        2390 

Daily Ave.*              19      28            28         52      54            68   

Weekend Ave.**      79    155          126      191    189          224   

 

   Jul. 2017     Aug. 2017     Sep. 2017     Oct 2017     Nov. 2017     Dec. 2017 

Total      2366   2392         1925             1670             1221         946          

Daily Ave.*          56                  59                 51                 43                  36                26 

Weekend Ave.**    237     258           191               160                109                 81   

 

Total = 17,672/12 Months ~ Ave. = 1,473/Month ~ 43/Week Day ~ 167/Weekend 
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  Jan. 2018     Feb. 2018     Mar. 2018      Apr. 2018     May 2018    Jun. 2018  

Total        649    753        1380    1733  2475        2398 

Daily Ave.*              17      26            30         48      72            66   

Weekend Ave.**      67      59          158      159    205          225   

 

   Jul. 2018     Aug. 2018     Sep. 2018     Oct 2018     Nov. 2018     Dec. 2018 

Total      2387   1785         1593             1467             1149          959          

Daily Ave.*          66                  46                 41                 43                  25                 27 

Weekend Ave.**    207     184           156               120                151                 78   

 

Total = 18,728/12 Months ~ Ave. = 1,561/Month ~ 42/Week Day ~ 147/Weekend 
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RESOLUTION NO.  - 19 

  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 

TO ACCEPT 2018 GREEN AREA GIFTS 

  

 WHEREAS, cer tain residents and other 's have offered gifts of real estate to the City of the 
Village of Indian Hill, Ohio; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Green Areas Advisory Committee has recommended acceptance of said gifts 
and it is to the best interest of the City of the Village of Indian Hill to accept the said gifts; 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, STATE 
OF OHIO: 

  

 The City Manager is hereby authorized to accept the following gifts of real estate: 

   

David Meyer    9230 Old Indian Hill Road  1.4726 Acres  

Gail Bongiovanni   8250 Eagle Ridge   1.0 Acre 

Job & Achamma Kakkasseril  8327 Old Hickory Drive   1.0203 Acres 

Thomas & Marilyn Zemboch  9655 Tall Trail   2.0003 Acres 

Jody Klekamp & Marta Callahan Voorhees Vineyard Subdivision 2.9013 Acres 

 

2018 TOTAL ACRES DONATED TO GREEN AREA TRUST            8.3945 acres  
      

 

Passed:  January 28, 2019 

  

            
                                                              Mark D. Kuenning, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

 

     
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk 
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The Public Works Committee met at 7:00 a.m. on January 22, 2019 in the City Manager’s conference room.  
All members were present except for Mr. Armstrong but including Mayor Kuenning, Vice Mayor Cowan and 
Mrs. Sewell.  Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, and Mr. Adkins were the staff members in attendance.   
 
1. Mr. Adkins presented the Departmental Activity Report (Report Attached).  Staff cleared trees from the 

right-of-way and repaired blacktop on several streets. Guardrail was repaired on Indian Hill and Kugler 
Mill Road.  The holiday scene was disassembled for the season.  Thus far, there have been 8 snow events, 
9.5 inches of snow accumulation, 616 tons of salt used and 2,465 gallons of brine used.  These statistics 
did not include the prior weekend’s activity. 

 
2. Mr. Adkins distributed the Project Management Report (Report Attached).  Summaries for upcoming 

infrastructure projects are as follows: 
a. North Branch Sycamore Creek Restoration Weil Road – Construction commencement is 

expected the third week in February and last 4-6 weeks.  Roads will be closed during the work day 
but will be maintained by a temporary traffic signal during the evening. 

b. Blome Road/Spooky Hollow Culvert – Waiting on Duke to relocate the poles and overhead utility 
lines.  Once this occurs, Blome Road will be closed for 3-4 weeks for the removal of the culvert 
replacement.  Thereafter, the intersection will be closed for 8 weeks for project completion. 

c. Remington Road (SR 126) Culvert Replacement – Researching whether a temporary easement 
from Greenacres will be required.  The OPWC Project Agreement will be received in February 
with construction commencement anticipated for July. 

d. Shawnee Run Road Landslide – ODOT is reviewing the Stage III drawings.  Bids wills go out in 
July with construction commencing in September. 

 
3. The landslide/retaining wall study was completed at the end of 2018.  Out of the 61 inspected structures, 

55 were deemed to need repaired or replaced.  The estimated cost or these 55 areas was $1.9 million.  
These projects will be incorporated into the ten year Capital Improvement Revolving Fund. 

 
4. Staff provided an update on Keller Road Bridge. Hamilton County completed design work last fall and has 

scheduled replacement construction in 2019.  Contrary to what was told to the Village in previous 
meetings, the County has now indicated that a local match of 50% of the project costs will be required for 
construction to be completed.  The bridge did require repairs a few years ago which was fully funded by 
the County; however, those repairs were temporary in nature.  The Committee discussed the request for an 
additional appropriation of $500,000 and took into consideration conversations from the Finance 
Committee.  Due to the uncertainty of receiving funding in the future from both grant opportunities and 
the County as well as increased costs in future years, the Committee agreed with the Finance Committee to 
take advantage of the County’s local match availability at this time. 

 
5. Staff provided an update on the Blome Road Bridge.  Hamilton County is expected to perform engineering 

on the bridge repairs in 2019 with reconstruction to begin in 2020.  In order to meet this time table, the 
County will need to begin its engineering and design work early this year.  In order for the design work to 
be done accurately, the County is looking for the Village’s direction on whether the bridge should remain 
one lane or be expanded to two lanes.  Staff distributed a list of Pros/Cons for the three options associated 
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with a one and two lane bridge.  The options incorporate preserving and/or expanding the truss. 
 

 The Committee discussed the options.  Key items included concerns of increased cut-through traffic, the 
impact on the residents who live near the bridge, preservation of the historical truss, accommodation of 
needs over 20-50 years, and increased speed.  Staff will work to obtain input from the adjacent property 
owners, the Historical Society and the residents via a community-wide survey.  The Committee will 
review the input and include in follow up discussions in order to provide direction to the County within the 
next 30 days. 
 

6. Mr. Adkins demonstrated a software system which highlighted computer mapping of the landslide/
retaining wall study, the Green Areas, and the Reforest the Hill tree locations.  Staff continues to develop 
the mapping system to include other Village infrastructure items such as water meters, water mains and 
bridle trails. 
 

7. Staff distributed a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to prepare plans, specifications, and the 
bidding process for 2019 projects, equipment, and supplies that exceed $50,000 or are not on the state bid 
list.  Public Works items are listed on the attached Resolution.  Some highlights include: 1) the annual 
road resurfacing program 2) Given and South Drake Road improvements; 3) Indian Ridge and Long Street 
culvert replacements; 4) Hopewell, Demar, Loveland-Madeira and Muchmore Road landslide repairs; and 
5) Shillito Lane water main replacement (Resolution Attached). 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 

JANUARY 22, 2019 

ACTIVITIES REPORT 

 

 

 Picked up brush, bags, limbs, and litter at various locations throughout the Village  

 Cleared trees from the right-of-way on Camaridge Lane, Deep Run, Kugler Mill Road, Loveland 
Madeira Road, Old Indian Hill Road, Pipewell Lane, and Spooky Hollow Road 

 Trimmed honeysuckle with road mower on Brillwood Lane  

 Repaired blacktop failures on Given Road, Keller Road, Loveland Madeira Road, and Spooky 
Hollow Road 

 Repaired guardrail on Indian Hill Road and Kugler Mill Road 

 Picked up Christmas trees  

 Disassembled the Holiday scene at the Bird Sanctuary 

 For the 2018-2019 snow season, we are reporting the following:  

 8 snow events 

 252 regular hours and 527 hours in overtime 

 616 tons of salt used 

 2465 gallons of salt brine used 

 0 gallons of calcium used 

 9.5 inches of snow has accumulated 

 

Last year’s snow report at this time: 

 9 snow events 

 170 regular hours and 670.25 hours in overtime 

 1,125 tons of salt used 

 15,015 gallons of salt brine used 

 300 gallons of calcium used 

 11.75 inches of snow has accumulated  
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
JANUARY 22, 2019 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 
North Branch Sycamore Creek Restoration along Weil Road 
Depending on weather, the contractor will be mobilizing and starting construction of the stream restoration 
the third week of February. A closure of the road will be required to build construction access into the 
stream at this location on Weil Road. Once construction in the stream begins, the contractor, Stream 
Restoration Specialists has agreed to utilize a signal to maintain one lane of traffic when construction 
activity is not occurring on the roadway; this would mainly be overnight hours. Accommodations for 
school bus access to Fawn Meadow Lane from Hopewell will be coordinated with the contractor and the 
Indian Hill Bus Garage. Staff is working on a letter notifying adjacent residents with road closure dates 
and signal operation hours. 
 
Blome and Spooky Hollow Road Culvert Repairs/Replacement 
Clearing and grubbing of the project limits is complete in preparation of the utility relocation work by 
Duke, Spectrum & Cincinnati Bell to begin. Once Duke is on site to relocate the poles and overhead utility 
lines, Rack & Ballauer will post the notice of the road closure. Construction will begin with the closing of 
Blome Road for approximately 3-4 weeks for the removal and replacement of the culvert under Blome 
Road. Once the utility line relocation is complete, the full closure of Blome Road and the intersection of 
Blome Road and Spooky Hollow Road will continue for approximately 8 weeks. Staff is working with 
Greenacres to provide a map and alternate routes during the closure. 
 
Remington Road (SR 126) Culvert Replacement 
Because of safety issues in this section of Remington Road, the preliminary design will be modified to 
address roadway drainage and design of super-elevation of the pavement through the curve in that area. A 
temporary easement may be required on the adjacent Greenacres property to tie the grades back into the 
existing topography. The District approved the project for OPWC Funding and all approved project 
applications are under review by staff at the OPWC. Typically in February, approval letters are mailed 
with the Project Agreement to each local jurisdiction for approval and signature. Funding for this project 
would then be available in July for construction.  
 
Shawnee Run Road Landslide 
GSP has submitted the Stage III documents for review by ODOT staff. Because of the Federal government 
shutdown, final approval for the Environmental permit is delayed until signatures from the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife are received. Because of these delays, the sale date has again been pushed back to first 
quarter 7/25/2019. Therefore, construction will not commence until after September 1, 2019. In an effort 
to reduce additional delays, staff continues to coordinate pole and line relocation with Duke, Spectrum & 
Cincinnati Bell and to assist in providing removal of the existing trees on the north side of Shawnee Run 
Road in the area of the proposed pole location. As soon as weather permits, Public Works staff will 
complete this work.   
 
Retaining Wall and Landslide Inspection and Condition Assessment Study 
Terracon submitted the Retaining Wall and Landslide Inspection and Condition Assessment Study. The 
study highlighted 32 concrete drilled pier walls, 12 gabion walls, 8 rock walls and 9 various types of 
concrete walls. Of the top 13 priority projects, 10 are gabion walls that are affected by erosion or failed 
and need rebuilt. Gabions are wire baskets filled with rock placed along streams to protect the banks from 
erosion.  The overall estimated cost for maintenance and repair of 55 of the 61 inspected structures is $1.9 
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million. The remain 6 walls are in new condition and have no maintenance requirements needed at this time. 
Terracon is also finalizing the design on four active slide remediation projects located at various locations 
throughout the Village and which are part of the 2019 capital improvement projects (Muchmore Road, Demar 
Road, Loveland Madeira Road and Hopewell Road). 
 
Bridge Work 
Over the past year staff has been working with Hamilton County Engineer’s Office to coordinate bridgework 
throughout the Village. Last week, a follow-up meeting was held to discuss the below bridgework anticipated 
in 2019. 
 

Keller Road – Hamilton County completed design work for Keller Road bridge last fall and scheduled 
replacement construction for 2019. During the Village's budget process, staff met with Hamilton 
County and informed that the County would take lead on this project with no local match required 
from the Village for construction. In late December, the Engineer’s Office informed the Village that a 
local match of 50% is required for construction to occur in 2019. Keller Road Bridge designated, as a 
Municipal bridge, is located on a non-County Route. The County has paid for 100% of the design costs 
and offered to pay 50% of the $975,000 estimated construction cost. Because this was not budgeted for 
2019 this would require a re-appropriation of funds to cover the Village’s 50% of the construction 
costs. 

 
Blome Road – Hamilton County has budgeted to complete engineering on the bridge repairs in 2019 
and for proposed construction to begin after July 2020. The preliminary estimated for the rehabilitation 
of the existing 1-lane bridge and truss is around 1.5M. The County has budgeted 25% match and 
requested the Village apply for 50% OPWC funds and 25% MRF funds or Indian Hill local match. 
Staff has been evaluating options.   

 
 
 

Committee Reports—Public Works 
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RESOLUTION   -19 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EMPLOY AN ENGINEER 
TO PREPARE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR STREET REHABILITATION, 
EQUIPMENT, SUPPLIES AND OTHER SPECIAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS, ADVERTISE FOR BIDS, AND AWARD CONTRACTS FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF SAID WORK AND PURCHASE OF SAID EQUIPMENT/
SUPPLIES. 

   

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the residents of the City of the Village of Indian Hill to perform 
certain street rehabilitation, other special projects and purchase equipment and supplies, and 

   

WHEREAS, it is necessary to prepare plans and specifications and to advertise for bids for said projects 
when estimated amount exceeds $50,000.00;   

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, OHIO: 

  

Section 1. The City Manager is hereby authorized to secure the services of an engineer, or a combination 
of engineers, to prepare plans and specifications and to advertise for street resurfacing and other special projects and 
purchasing for equipment and supplies including, but not limited to, the following:  

 

  Road Resurfacing/Concrete Curb & Ditch Repair 

North and South Clippinger Area  

Hopewell Road & Kroger Farm 

Concrete gutter repairs on North Clippinger Drive & Loveland-Maderia Road 

Grand Valley – south boat ramp 

                          Miscellaneous Streets / Locations (dependent on available funding) 

 

                          Public Works 

Salt Truck Upfit 

  Waste Collection Packer Upfit 

Road Salt  

Spooky Hollow Concrete Gutter Replacement 

Salt Shed Roof Replacement 

Camp Dennison Playset Replacement 

Remington Road (SR 126) Culvert Replacement Construction 

Keller Road Bridge Replacement 

Given Road Improvements 

South Drake Road Improvements 

Committee Reports—Public Works 
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Indian Ridge Culvert Improvements 

Long Street Culvert Improvements 

Hopewell Road Landslide Repair 

Muchmore Road Landslide Repair 

Demar Road Landslide Improvements 

Loveland–Madeira Road Landslide Improvements 

 

                          Water Works 

                       Water Treatment Plant Brine Tanks Replacement 

  Shillito Lane Water Main Replacement Construction 

Water Meters 

                          Chemicals/Rock Salt for water treatment 

 

  Miscellaneous 

Septic System upgrades – Little Red Schoolhouse & Buckingham Lodge 

 

   

 Section 2.   The City Manager  is hereby author ized and directed to adver tise for  bids for  the supplying of 
all labor, material and equipment necessary for the required projects and materials, in accordance with the plans and 
specifications. 

 

 Section 3.   The City Manager  is hereby author ized to accept the lowest and best bid(s) submitted in 
pursuance of said advertising, reserving the right to reject any and all bids, and make such contracts, therefore, as may 
be necessary and as may be approved by the Solicitor to the City of the Village of Indian Hill, Ohio.  

 

 

       PASSED: January 28, 2019 

 

       ______________________________ 
       Mark D. Kuenning, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

 

_________________________ 
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk 

Committee Reports—Public Works 
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The Water Works Committee met at 8:00 a.m. on January 22, 2019 in the City Manager’s conference room.  
All members were present.  Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West and Mr. Adkins were the staff members in attendance.   
1. Mr. Adkins presented the Departmental Activity Report (Report Attached).  Staff repaired three main 

breaks and performed fire hydrant repairs.  Plant operators responded to 212 customer service calls.  Staff 
performed annual inventory review and contracted to rebuild high service pump #4. 

 
2. Mr. Adkins distributed the Project Management Report (Report Attached): 

a. Shillito water main replacement – all property owners have signed acquisition agreements.  Bids 
will be due at the end of February with construction commencement excepted in early spring. 

b. Water treatment plant brine storage tank replacement – Scope of services is being developed 
which includes design, bidding and construction of the tanks. 

 
3. Staff distributed a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to prepare plans, specifications, and the 

bidding process for 2019 projects, equipment, and supplies that exceed $50,000 or not on the state bid list.  
Water Works items include water meters, chemical and rock salt, water main replacement on Shillito Lane 
and replacement of the water treatment plant brink tanks. This Resolution will be presented under the 
Public Works Committee.  

Committee Reports—Water Works & Utility Deregulation 

Water Works and Deregulation Committee 
Mark Kuenning, Chairperson 

Missy Cowan 

Monique Sewell 
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WATER WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
JANUARY 22, 2019 

ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 
Distribution System 
 Repaired three water main breaks 
 Performed fire hydrant repairs 
 Performed annual inventory review 

 
 
Plant Operations 
 Responded to 212 customer service calls 
 Contracted with Process Pump and Seal to rebuild high service pump number four 
 Performed annual inventory review 
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WATER WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 
JANUARY 22, 2019 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

 
Shillito Water Main Replacement 
All property owners have signed the acquisition agreements. Staff is working with the design engineer to 
complete the contract documents in preparation of bidding this project. 
  
Water Treatment Plant Brine Storage Tank Replacements 
The Village has two salt brine storage tanks at the Water Plant that have been in service since 1991 budgeted 
for replacement this year. Staff is working with Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc. to develop a scope 
of service and agreement, which includes the design, bidding and construction of the tanks.  
 
Algonquin Water Main Replacement 
Algonquin‘s construction drawings and contract documents were submitted.  Construction will take place in 
2020. 
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The Public Safety Committee met at 7:30 a.m. on January 17, 2019 in the City Manager’s office.  All 
members were present (Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Thayer via teleconference), including Mayor Kuenning, Mrs. 
Sewell and Vice Mayor Cowan.  Mrs. Minneci, Mr. West, Colonel Schlie, and Chief Ashbrock were the staff 
members in attendance.  The items discussed are as follows: 

1. Chief Ashbrock presented the Fire/EMS report (Report Attached).  Total EMS runs for 2018 were 1,141 
compared to 1,064 total runs in 2017.  This is the highest number of EMS runs for the Joint Fire District in 
twenty years.  The biggest majority of those runs were to the nursing and assisted living facilities.   

2. Chief Ashbrock provided an update on the hiring process to replace three part time firefighters with three 
full time firefighters.  Chief Ashbrock indicated that three conditional offers of employment were sent out 
in December.  However, there has been a delay with the testing process that the potential employees must 
complete prior to being hired.  Chief Ashbrock is hoping the testing will take place this month. 

3. Chief Ashbrock distributed the Joint Fire District’s 2019 Goals for the Committee to review. 

4. Colonel Schlie presented the Rangers Report (Report Attached).   Over the past month, cases have 
involved identification theft, general information, and criminal damaging.  Colonel Schlie also highlighted 
that 125 deer and 27 coyotes have been taken.  The deer count is on pace with last year.  

5. Colonel Schlie provided an update on the Lieutenant promotion process due to the retirement of Lt. Mike 
Madsen.  As of the writing of this report, it appears as if eight patrol officers have applied to take the test 
which will be administered next month.  The process also consists of an oral interview and review of past 
evaluations.  Advertisement will occur in February for the Patrolman’s test as the Village will look to hire 
two patrolman – one due to Lieutenant promotion and one due to making current detective position 
permanent while adding a rotating detective position. 

Committee Reports— Public Safety 

Public Safety Committee 
Don McGraw, Chairperson 

John Armstrong 

Abbot Thayer 
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Indian Hill Rangers 
Safety Committee Meeting 

Case Summary 
December 16, 2018 ~ January 16, 2019 

 
 
12-6-18 ID Theft case taken at 4 Larking Drive 

12-26-18 ID Theft case taken at 6790 Camaridge Lane 

12-6-18 Vandalism – Mailbox case taken at 8980 Whisperinghill Drive 

12-6-18 DUS case taken on Given Road 

12-7-18 Dog case taken at 7450 Drake Road 

12-7-18 DUS case taken on Indian Hill Road 

12-9-18 General Information case taken at 7550 Old Hickory Lane 

12-10-18 General Information case taken at 7600 Indian Hill Road 

12-10-18 Assault case taken at 6695 North Clippinger Drive 

12-12-18 General Information case taken at 6755 Shadyglen Road 

12-12-18 Wanted Person case (other agency) taken on Brill Road 

12-15-18 Criminal Damage case taken at 8655 Indian Hill Road 

12-16-18 General Information case taken at 4605 Burley Hills Drive 

12-17-18 Wanted Person case (IHPD) for FTA in Indian Hill Mayor’s Court (1 case) 

12-18-18 General Information case taken at 7675 Demar 

1-10-19 General Information case taken at 8355 Old Stable Road 

1-1-19  General Information case taken at 7930 Loneoak Court 

12-24-18 Wanted Person case (other agency) taken on Camargo Road 

12-27-18 Natural Death case taken at 9550 Tall Trail 

12-27-18 Domestic Dispute case taken at 5300 Miami Road 

12-28-18 Theft case taken at 10 Larking Drive 

12-28-18 General Information case taken at 8505 Camargo Road 

12-30-18 Wanted Person case (other agency) taken on Shawnee Run Road 

12-31-18 Domestic Dispute case taken at 6525 Given Road 

12-31-18 DUS case taken on Given Road 

1-5-19  Domestic Violence case taken at 5300 Miami Road 

1-10-19 General Information case taken at 7717 Ahwenasa Lane 

1-13-19 Wanted Person case (other agency) taken on Spooky Hollow Road 

1-15-19 Trespass case taken on Spooky Hollow Road 

Committee Reports—Public Safety 
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FTA failure to appear 
DUS driving under suspension 
OVI Operating a Vehicle Impaired 

Committee Reports—Public Safety 
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PLANNING COMMISSION  
MEETING ACTIONS 

December 18, 2018 

 

 Approved - A var iance request to the front yard setback for  the construction of an addition to the 
rear of an existing non-conforming home was approved.  The property is located at 5815 Sentinel Ridge 
Ln.  

 Approved - A var iance request to the front yard setback for  the construction of several additions to 
an existing non-conforming home was approved.  The property is located at 8760 Old Indian Hill Road.   

 Not Approved - A request for  Concept Plan approval for  the Midnight Station Subdivision located 
on a portion of the property at 6340 Miami Road and also includes the adjacent 3.38-acre vacant parcel 
was not approved.  The request was to subdivide 6.41 acres into 5 single family building lots and a 0.32-
acre Green Area Parcel.   

 
PLANNING COMMISSION  

MEETING ACTIONS 
January 15, 2019 

 
 Approved - A re-subdivision request to split off a 4.5’ wide strip of land from Lot 18 (4790 Burley Hills) 

and then consolidate the land with Lot 19 (4470 Burley Hills) in order to accommodate the side-yard 
setback requirement for a planned addition was approved.  

 
PLANNING COMMISSION  

PUBLIC NOTICE 
MEETING AGENDA 

February 19, 2019  
   
 Case #19-002: Matthew Evans, on behalf of the owner , Lauren Thaman, is requesting a var iance to 

the front yard setback and authorization for the expansion of a non-conforming home on a non-conforming 
lot in order to construct a master bedroom addition in the front of the home and a garage addition attached 
to the rear of the existing home.  The property is located at 7805 Graves Road.    
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Planning Commission 
Abbot Thayer, Council Representative 
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